
The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
The Sunday of the Unjust Steward 

 

 
 

“You cannot serve God and money.” 

Luke  16:13 

 
 
 



The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

 9 August A+D 2020 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and 

receive His gifts. Please sign our friendship folder in the pews and if you’re visiting for the first time, our guestbook in 

the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages. The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, 

and together we receive and extol them. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. 

Members of sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LC-MS to speak with our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our 

church and communion practices. 
 

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

The Sunday of the Unjust Steward – “Faithful Stewardship of Earthly Gifts” 

In the Large Catechism under the first commandment, Luther writes, “the purpose of this commandment is to require 

true faith and trust of the heart, which settles upon the only true God and clings to Him alone.” In today’s Gospel, Jesus 

pictures through a parable how the faith should not look. Jesus’ people should not look like scurrying dishonest 

stewards, who apply themselves only when all could be lost. Rather, Jesus teaches that just as zealously as the greedy 

person goes after his money and the worldling after his livelihood, so we should all the more apply ourselves to faith 

which clings to Christ alone and eternal life in heaven. By God’s grace in Christ we have all we need and more for life in 

this world and the world to come. 

 

Service Notes: Kantor for the 8:00 service is Ivy Farrell.   Sarah Ruth Johnson will be providing distribution music for 

the 8 a.m. service. The Sherrill Family Kantorei is singing for the 10:45 service. Pastor Frank will be on the organ bench 

this morning. 

 

Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our 

hearts to the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and 

grow in grace and holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 
              

 

The flowers on the altar are to the glory of God 

and in memory of Muriel Wellnitz. 

Given by Melinda Wellnitz. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Divine Service 
Setting Three 

 

Prelude: NUN LOB, MEIN SEEL, DEN HERREN “My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker” BuxWV 213, by Dietrich Buxtehude 

 

504 Father Most Holy  LSB 504 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 54:1–3, 7; antiphon: Ps. 54:4–5 

Behold, God is my | helper;* 

the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 

He will return the evil to my | enemies;* 

in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 

O God, save me, | by your name,* 

and vindicate me | by your might. 

O God, | hear my prayer;* 

give ear to the words | of my mouth. 

For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men | seek my life;* 

they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 

For he has delivered me from every | trouble,* 

and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Behold, God is my | helper;* 

the Lord is the upholder | of my life. 

He will return the evil to my | enemies;* 

in your faithfulness put an | end to them. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on High, 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee. 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav'nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, make 

them to ask such things as shall please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



Old Testament Reading  2 Samuel 22:26–34 

26“With the merciful you show yourself merciful; 

with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
27with the purified you deal purely, 

and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
28You save a humble people, 

but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 
29For you are my lamp, O LORD, 

and my God lightens my darkness. 
30For by you I can run against a troop, 

and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
31This God—his way is perfect; 

the word of the LORD proves true; 

he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. 
32“For who is God, but the LORD? 

And who is a rock, except our God? 
33This God is my strong refuge 

and has made my way blameless. 

34He made my feet like the feet of a deer 

and set me secure on the heights.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: I Am Jesus' Little Lamb  LSB 740 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, 

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 
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Epistle  1 Corinthians 10:6–13 

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them 

were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some 

of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were 

destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to 

them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone 

who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 

he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be 

able to endure it. 

  



A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

Alleluia. Blessèd is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in his commandments! Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Luke 16:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 

wasting his possessions.  
2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no 

longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I 

am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, 

people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you 

owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he 

said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write 

eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing 

with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that 

when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 



730 What Is the World to Me  LSB 730 
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Sermon 

 

Offertory  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

 

Offering JESU, MEINE FREUDE “Jesus, Priceless Treasure” by F. W. Zachau 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav'n and earth are full of Thy glory. 



Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord's Prayer  LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 

Piano Solo “Father Most Holy” arr. Elizabeth Grimpo 

 



743 Jesus, Priceless Treasure  LSB 743 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Evil world, I leave thee; 

Thou canst not deceive me, 

    Thine appeal is vain. 

Sin that once did blind me, 

Get thee far behind me, 

    Come not forth again. 

        Past thy hour, 

        O pride and pow’r; 

Sinful life, thy bonds I sever, 

Leave thee now forever. 

 

6 Hence, all fear and sadness! 

For the Lord of gladness, 

    Jesus, enters in. 

Those who love the Father, 

Though the storms may gather, 

    Still have peace within. 

        Yea, whate’er 

        I here must bear, 

Thou art still my purest pleasure, 

Jesus, priceless treasure! 
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536 One Thing's Needful  LSB 536 
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781 We Give Thee But Thine Own  LSB 781 

 

 
 

5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
 

Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation and Benedicamus 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 



737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing  LSB 737 

 

 

 
 

6 His wisdom never plans in vain 

    Nor falters nor mistakes. 

All that His counsels may ordain 

    A blessèd ending makes. 

 

7 Upon your lips, then, lay your hand, 

    And trust His guiding love; 

Then like a rock your peace shall stand 

    Here and in heav’n above. 
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Postlude: Prelude and Fugue in F Major, by J. S. Bach 
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In our prayers we remember: Derek Stephenson, Chris Rochleau, Carol Brockmann, Mary Ann Wege, Elizabeth Bowerman, Ashley Mohling, Greg 
Rummel (friend of Pastor Sherrill), Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Bill Storey, Helen Nelson, Gertrud Rossbund, Brad White, Don Calkins, Earl Rollins 
(father of Mike Rollins), Larry Skinner (Jean Volkens brother), Susan Wurdeman (Dan Wurdeman’s mother), Cindy Goodin, Elaine Goodwin (Pastor 
Tews & Karen Burns sister), Donny Kadereit (Don & Marsha Kadereit’s son), Megan Gallup;  
 

The family of Kay Spicer, who mourn her death; 
Mary Ruffcoorn and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 
Rev. David Kuhnle and congregation of St. John Lutheran, Honeycreek, Iowa; 
 

 Those serving in the armed forces...Claire Burgdorf, Dustin Bathen, grandson of Virg & Jan Steenbock, Mark Tellier (brother-in-law of Pastor 
Sherrill), David Letcher, Charles Bowerman, Nathan Moeller -members of St. Paul’s, Andrew Cohrs, (husband of Lauren Hardick Cohrs), Justin 
Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill & Clara Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art & Mabel Bandomer, Joey 
Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Joseph Finch, (son of Bob & Dianna Finch), Jared Naja 
(nephew of Laura  Goodwin).     
 
Celebrating a wedding anniversary this week: Don & Melissa DeLong, Tom & Sue Trede, Bill & Kathleen Kruse, Don & Michele McKee. 



News and Notes 
 

Please note that we need to continue to apply responsible distancing measures. 
 

The offering will be placed in the narthex of the church.  You can place your offering on your way out.     
 

Communion will be offered at the altar rail.  Please follow the direction of the ushers keeping appropriate distance between you and the person 
in front of you. We will follow a continuous line for the Lord’s Supper.  
 

After the service has ended, the ushers will excuse congregants pew by pew beginning from the front.  If you are staying for bible class, please 
keep responsible distancing practices in mind being considerate of those who are especially cautious at this time.   

Communion will be offered by appointment during the week. 
 

If you would like to order flowers for the altar in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion, please call the church office 
(322-4729) Cost: $42.50.   
 

Continuing Education ~ August 10 – 14, 2020 (beginning each morning with Matins at 8:30 a.m. each morning and ending with Vespers at 4:00 
p.m.) Dr. Peter Scaer ~ Right to Life Issues” 
This course will discuss basic issues of children and family. We will consider the work of Margaret Sanger and her campaign against marriage 
and for birth control. We will then show how Sanger’s work turned into legalized abortion via the work of Lawrence Lader and Bernard 
Nathanson. Next, we will discuss how these issues have affected the Church…including our physical bodies and the Body of Christ. The Council 
Bluffs Circuit has generously chosen to sponsor this class. Attendees will still need to register, but for the price of $0. Attendees will also receive 
free breakfast and lunch each day. Please contact Pastor Sherrill to register. Everyone is invited to attend. 
 

Opportunities for Growth:  August 9-16, 2020 
Sunday: 8/9/20 

 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. – Worship - C  
 9:30 a.m. ~ Bible Study 
 10:45 a.m. – Worship - C 
Monday: 8/10/20 
 8:30 a.m. – Matins/9:00 a.m. – Continuing Education/4:00 p.m. - Vespers 
Tuesday:  8/11/20 
 8:30 a.m. – Matins/9:00 a.m. – Continuing Education/4:00 p.m. - Vespers 
Wednesday: 8/12/20 
 8:30 a.m. – Matins/9:00 a.m. – Continuing Education/4:00 p.m. - Vespers 
Thursday: 8/13/20 
 8:30 a.m. – Matins/9:00 a.m. – Continuing Education/4:00 p.m. - Vespers 
Friday: 8/14/20 
 8:39:00 a.m. – Continuing Education 
Sunday: 8/16/20 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship - C 
 9:30am ~ Bible Study 
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship – C 

                                    

                                 St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church        

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                           The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod / www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                                                                                                                

Church                                                                                                               School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                         1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                      712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                   Director – Lisa Preston       
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                       director.stpauls@gmail.com    
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                      Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                   hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                               School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                 Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 


