
The Third Sunday in Advent 
Gaudete: “The Lord Has Come” 

 

 

 

 

 

“Truly, I say to you, among those born of women 

there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. 

Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven 

is greater than he.” 

Matthew   11:11  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Third Sunday in Advent ~ Gaudete 

13 December A+D 2020 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His 

gifts. If you’re visiting for the first time, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol 

them. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. Members of 

sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not 

members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion 

practices. 

 

Gaudete: The Sunday of John’s Question ~ “The Lord has come.” 

John the Baptizer Prepares the Way for the Lord 

The voice of the Baptizer cried out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord . . .” (Isa. 40:1). John called the people to be made 

ready for the Messiah’s coming through repentance, for “all flesh is grass” (Isa. 40:6). Now He asks from prison, “Are you the one 

who is to come . . .?” (Matt. 11:2). Jesus’ works bear witness that He is. The sick are made well; the dead are raised, and the poor 

have the Gospel preached to them. Their iniquity is pardoned; they have received from the Lord’s hand double forgiveness for all 

their sins. The “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1 Cor. 4:1) still deliver Christ’s overflowing forgiveness to the poor in spirit, 

comforting God’s people with the word of the Gospel which stands forever. This Gospel produces rejoicing among all those who 

believe. 

 

Service Notes: The Handbell choir, under the direction of Pastor Tews, is providing music for the Sunday 8:00 and 10:45 

services.  Kantor for the Sunday 8:00 service is Ivy Ferrel.   The Waggoner Family Kantorei is singing for the 10:45 service. Nicole 

Stickler will provide distribution music at 8:00. 

 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the 

ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.          

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Divine Service  
Setting Three 

Prelude:  "Comfort, Comfort These My People”……………………..arr. Sandra K. Tucker 

10:45a.m. “Prepare the Royal Highway”……………………………..arr. Sandra K. Tucker 

Prelude: (Saturday only):   Partita on VENI, VENI, EMMANUEL (LSB # 332:  "Savior of the Nations, Come")   --James Woodman 
 

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People  LSB 347 
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Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 



C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 85:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Phil. 4:4–5 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

The Lord | is at hand. 

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

you covered | all their sin. 

Will you not revive | us again,* 

that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

The Lord | is at hand. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 

You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 40:1–8 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

but the word of our God will stand forever. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Saturday) Gradual Ps. 80:1–2 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.* 

Stir up your might and come to | save us! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,* 

you who lead Joseph | like a flock! 

 

(Sunday) Gradual (Kantor/-Kantorei)  

Savior of the nations, come; Virgin's Son, make here Your home! 
Marvel no, O heaven and earth, Woman's off-spring, pure and fresh. 
 

Not by hymn flesh and blood, By the Spirit of our God, 
Was the Word of God made flesh--Woman's offspring, pur and fresh. 
 

For You are the Father's Son Who in flesh the victory won. 
By Your mighty power make whole All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 

 

Epistle  1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards 

that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any human court. In fact, I 

do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 
5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in 

darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Stand 

 

Verse of the Day Ps. 80:2b 

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Stir up your might and come to save us. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 11:2–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one 

who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive 

their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 

kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is he of whom it is 

written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

who will prepare your way before you.’ 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Sit 

 

 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding  LSB 345 
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Sermon “Comfort My people.”  Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

Stand 

 

Offertory  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Offering 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 



Sanctus  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 

Sit 

8:00 a.m. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”….piano solo 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway  LSB 343 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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344 On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry  LSB 344 
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349 Hark the Glad Sound  LSB 349 
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338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  LSB 338 
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Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 



354 Arise, O Christian People  LSB 354 
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Postlude: "Prelude and Fugue in G-Major"…………………………….Dietrich Buxtehude 
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 In our prayers we remember: Shirley Golden, David Meyer, Deb Mohling, Elizabeth Bowerman, Salli Harmon, Carol Brockmann, 
Mary Ann Wege, Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Bill Storey, Helen Nelson, Brad White, Larry Skinner (Jean Volkens brother), Susan 
Wurdeman (Dan Wurdeman’s mother), Elaine Goodwin (Pastor Tews & Karen Burns sister), Dolores Wilkins (Susan Tews’ mother), 
Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Marilyn J. Harris (Erika Harris’ mother-in-law); 
 
 

The family of Carol Isaac (Deb Mohling’s mother), who mourn her death; 
Paul & Norma Johnson and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 
Rev. Merle Ostebee and the congregations of Our Savior Lutheran Church, Walnut, Iowa and Peace Lutheran Church, Denison, 
Iowa; 
 

Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Virg & Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Charles Bowerman, Nathan 
Moeller -members of St. Paul’s, Justin Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, 
grandson of Art Bandomer, Joey Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Joseph 
Finch, (son of Bob & Dianna Finch), Jared Naja (nephew of Laura  Goodwin); 
 
Those celebrating a wedding anniversary this week: Dan & Linda Hanusa, Dan & Jann Strutzenberg. 

 

              
News and Notes 

 
 
 

 
Christ Academy Wednesday evenings 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

 
Advent Worship – Wednesday evening at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
Please note that we need to continue to apply responsible distancing measures. 

 
Communion will be offered at the altar rail.  Please follow the direction of the ushers keeping appropriate distance between you and the person 
in front of you.  
 
After the service has ended, the ushers will excuse congregants pew by pew beginning from the front.  If you are staying for Bible class, please 
keep responsible distancing practices in mind being considerate of those who are especially cautious at this time.   
  
A masked service will be held on Saturday evenings at 5:30 p.m. Ushers will help with social distancing and Communion. 
 
 Communion will be offered by appointment during the week. 
 

 
Thank you to our church family for all of your calls, cards, memorials, food, and prayer during the recent loss of our son and brother, Jim. You 
have truly been a blessing to us. 

Don & Wanda Mathisen and Tim 
 

 
Poinsettias 2020 

 
$6.00 

Orders due December 13, 2020 
 

 

Number of plants ____________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of _______________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
         
 



Opportunities for Growth:  December 13-20, 2020 
Sunday: 12/13/20 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Monday: 12/14/20 
 6:00 p.m. – Handbells 
Tuesday: 12/15/20 
  8:50 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting  
Wednesday: 12/16/20 
 5:00 p. m. – Kantor/Kantorei Practice 
 5:30 p.m. – Christ Academy 
 7:00 p.m. – Advent Worship 
Saturday: 12/19/20 
 5:30 p.m. – Worship – C (masks) 
Sunday: 12/23/18 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship – C 
 9:30 a.m. – SS/ABC 
 10:45 a.m. – Worship - C 

                                           
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations 

One Word 
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

Church                                                                                                              School  
239 Frank St.                                                                                                         1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                      712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                   Director – Lisa Preston       
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                       director.stpauls@gmail.com           
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
Pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                       Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmailmail.com                                                                            hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                               School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                 Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
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NEW!! 
Men’s Breakfast Club (MBC) 

 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is starting a monthly Men’s Breakfast Club for all male members. The purpose of 
the MBC is to gather as one and enjoy a meal with fellow church members. There will be a short Bible Study 
period, breakfast and comradery.  
 
Gathering will start at 6:00 a.m. and last as long as anyone is willing to stay. Topics of the short minute Bible 
Study will start with the Propers for the upcoming Sunday. 
 
MBC will be held on the first Tuesday of the month beginning February 3, 2021 at the Railway Inn, 115 S. 12th 
St., Council Bluffs. 
 
For more information call Ty Moreno (402) 669-9670 or Pastor Sherrill (712) 310-4248. 
 
 

 
Worship With Us Throughout December! 

 
Advent Services 

December 2nd, 7:00 p.m. 
December 9th, 7:00 p.m. 

December 16th, 7:00 p.m. 
All Advent Services are Live-Streamed through St. Paul’s Facebook Page 

  

Christmas Services 
December 24th, 10:00 a.m. Matins 

December 24th, 7:00 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols 
December 24th, 10:30 p.m. Divine Service with Candlelight 

December 25th, 10:00 a.m. Divine Service 
  

*Note:  The New Saturday Night “Mask Only” Service is at 5:30p.m. every Saturday.  We have provided three Christmas Eve 
worship opportunities this year for increased spacing.   

One includes a morning opportunity.  This would be an especially good opportunity for people to attend service on Christmas Eve 
while there was still daylight.    

  
 


