
  
  

 

 

The First Sunday after Christmas 
St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

 
 

 
 

“This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these 
things,  

and we know that his testimony is true.” 
John   21:24 

 

 

 

 
  

  
  



  
 
 

The First Sunday after Christmas ~ St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 

27 December A+D 2020 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 
If you’re visiting for the first time, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 
The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the practice of close communion. Members of sister 
congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 
the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 
 

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Today is the Feast Day of St. John, Apostle and Evangelist.  St. John was a son of Zebedee and brother of James the elder.  John was 
among the first disciples to be called by Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22) and became known as “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” as he refers 
to himself in the Gospel that bears his name.  Of the Twelve, John alone did not forsake Jesus in the hours of His suffering and 
death.  With the faithful women, he stood at the cross, where our Lord made him the guardian of His mother.  After Pentecost, John 
spent his ministry in Jerusalem and at Ephesus, where tradition says he was bishop.  He wrote the fourth Gospel, the three Epistles that 
bear his name, and the book of Revelation.  Especially memorable in his Gospel is the unique way in which John begins His Gospel, 
(John 1:1-14) the account of the wedding at Cana (John 2:1-12), the “Gospel in a nutshell” (John 3:16), Jesus’ saying about the Good 
Shepherd (John 10:11-16), the raising of Lazarus from the dead (John 11), and Jesus’ encounter with Mary Magdalene on Easter morning 
(John 20:11-18).  According to tradition, John was banished to the island of Patmos (off the coast of Asia Minor) by the Roman emperor 
Domitian.  John lived to a very old age, surviving all the apostles, and died at Ephesus around 100 A.D.  We give thanks to God today 
for the faithful witness of St. John, the Apostle and Evangelist! 
 

Service Notes:  Kantor for the 8:00 service is Derek Stephenson.  Julie Moreno is Kantor for the 10:45 service. Nicole Stickler will provide 

distribution music at 8:00 and Matthew Waggoner at 10:45. 
 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the ministry of 
Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.          

 

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 Divine Service  

Setting Three  
  

Prelude: Partita on VOM HIMMEL HOCH ("From Heaven Above to Earth I Come")                           Paul Otto Manz 

 

 During the singing of the first hymn please stand for the procession of the cross, symbolic of Christ’s presence among us. 
 

Public domain 

 

359 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
  
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen.  
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our help is in the name of the Lord,   

C who made heaven and earth.  
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
  

 



P  O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (congregation chants bold) Ps. 92:1-5; antiphon: John 20:31 
These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,* 

and that by believing you may have life | in his name. 
It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 

to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 

and your faithful- | ness by night, 
to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 

to the melody | of the lyre. 
For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 

at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 
How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

Your thoughts are | very deep! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the | Son of God,* 

and that by believing you may have life | in his name. 

 

Kyrie   LSB 186  
C  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  Christ, have mercy upon us.  
  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day    

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And with thy spirit.  

    P Let us pray. Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed in the doctrine of 

Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting life; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
  

Sit  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The First Lesson ~ Revelation 1:1-6 

1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by 
sending his angel to his servant John, 2who bore witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 
saw. 3Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in 
it, for the time is near. 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 
to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a kingdom, priests to his 
God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 
(Saturday) Gradual: (Kantor) 

Your word is a lamp | to my feet* 

and a light | to my path. 

How sweet are your words | to my taste,* 

sweeter than honey | to my mouth! 

My heart overflows with a | pleasing theme;* 

my tongue is like the pen of a | ready scribe. 

 

8:00 a.m. Gradual: “What Child Is This”………………………..LSB #370 vs. 1, 3 (Kantor) 

 

10:45 a.m. Gradual: "Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light."   LSB #378   vv. 1, 3 (Kantor) 

  

 

Epistle Reading 1 John 1:1—2:2 

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and 

have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify 

to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have 

seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 5This is the 

message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we 

have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say 

we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 

us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word 

is not in us. 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the sins of the whole world.  

 P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
  

Stand  
 

Alleluia Verse 

(Kantor) John 21:24a, c 

This is the disciple who is bearing witness a- │bout these things,* 
    and we know that his testimony │is true.  

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holy Gospel    
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 

 C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  

 

John 21:20–25 

20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining at table close to 

him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord, what about 

this man?” 22Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow me!” 23So the 

saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not 

to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?” 24This is the disciple who is bearing witness 

about these things, and who has written these things, and we know that his testimony is true. 25Now there are also many 

other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the 

books that would be written. 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
  

Nicene Creed    

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,      

maker of heaven and earth  and of all things 

visible and invisible.    
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,   

the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of His Father before all worlds,       

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary      

and was made man;   and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate.  
     He suffered and was buried.  
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures           

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,    

   whose kingdom will have no end.  
   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

      and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of                                 

the world to come. Amen.  
  

Sit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

Sermon ~ “A true testimony for you” ~ John 21:20-25 

  
Stand  

  

 

 

Offertory   LSB 192  

C  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
  Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.  

  
Sit  

  

Offering "To Shepherds, As They Watched By Night"..................Johann Sebastian Bach 

  
 

 Stand  



  

Prayer of the Church  

Service of the Sacrament  
 Preface   LSB 194  

P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit.  
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  
C It is meet and right so to do.  
C It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:  
  

Sanctus   LSB 195  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n 

and earth are full of Thy glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 

hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
  

Lord’s Prayer   LSB 196  
P      Our Father who art in heaven,      

hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;         

give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation,      but deliver us from evil.  
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
  

The Words of Our Lord   LSB 197 

 Pax Domini   LSB 197  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C  Amen.  
  

Agnus Dei   LSB 198  

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen.  

  
Sit  

  
8:00 a.m. ~ “What Child Is This” 
10;45 a.m. ~ “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is 

 

 

 

 
 

5     Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

 

6     The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Stand  
  

Nunc Dimittis   LSB 199  

C  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou 

hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

  

Thanksgiving   LSB 200  

P  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C  and His mercy endureth forever.  

P  Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C Amen.  
P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And with thy spirit.  
  

Benedicamus   LSB 202  

P  Bless we the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
  

Benediction   LSB 202  

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

 C  Amen, amen, amen.  



360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

Public domain 

 

  

 

  

Postlude: Prelude and Fugue in G-Major''……………………………………………Bach  

 

Acknowledgments  

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book  
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 

Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 

Concordia Publishing House.  
  
  

 

 

 

 



 
                  

  
News and Notes 

 
 

 
No Christ Academy this week! 

Christ Academy will resume on Wednesday, January 6th at 5:00 p.m. 
Hand Bell Choir rehearsal will be held Monday, January 4th at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship 
December 31st – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
     BIG THANK YOU 

We want to thank everyone for their Christmas wishes and gifts. It is a joy to have such a wonderful church 
family.  
 
Blessings on your New Year! 

In Christian Love, Pastor Sherrill, Tina and family,  
Pastor Frank, Sandra and family,  

Pastor Tews and Susan, 
Dr. C, 

 and Rosemary  
 

 
All offerings for 2020 must be in the church office be December 31st. 

 

 
Please feel free to take a poinsettia! 

 
NEW!! 

Men’s Breakfast Club (MBC) 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church is starting a monthly Men’s Breakfast Club for all interested men. The purpose of the MBC is to gather as one and enjoy 
a meal with fellow church members and all visitors. There will be a short Bible Study period, breakfast and comradery. Gathering will start at 6:00 
a.m. and last as long as anyone is willing to stay. Topics of the short Bible Study will start with the Propers for the upcoming Sunday. MBC will be 
held on the first Tuesday of the month beginning February 2, 2021 at the Railway Inn, 115 S. 12th St., Council Bluffs. For more information call or 
text: Ty Moreno (402) 669-9670 or Pastor Sherrill (712) 310-4248. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

      St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

            St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center  
    St. Paul’s Music Conservatory  

Two Locations           

One Word  
                                                             The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod /w ww.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                           

  
Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    School  
239 Frank St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             1500 N. 16th St.  
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                                                                                                                                                      Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501  
712-322-4729                                                                                                                                                                       712-322-3294  
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Director – Lisa Preston       

Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                                                                                                                    director.stpauls@gmail.com          

nathansherrill1978@gmail.com  

Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank  
Cell: 712-269-3683  
pastorfrank239@gmail.com  

Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                  
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                  

  Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                         

  drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com  
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                      Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 

 rosemarypaul57@gmailmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                  hb.stpauls@gmail.com         

Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                School Office Hours:  
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                          Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Poinsettias 2020 
 
 

 
 

Given to the Glory of God and… 

 
 

In Memory of Jim Mathisen 

Given by Don and Wanda Mathisen 

 

In Memory of Rose Fokken, Ed Termuende, 

Milton and Rose Grages, 

Gustav and Alice Termuende 

Given by Eileen and Amy Termuende 

 

In Memory of Ted P. and Eunice Hanusa 

and Marnette Herrmann Cross 

Given by Lois Hanusa 

 

In Memory of Mark’s brothers: 

Greg and Dan Harris 

In Honor of “Grandma” Gertrud Rossbund 

Given by Tristan, Mark and Erika Harris 

 

In Memory of our Grandparents 

Given by Don and Michele McKee 

In Memory of Bert and Mary Jean Seipold 

Bob & Marjorie Glynn 

In Honor of our Lord, Jesus 

Given by Bob and Kathy Seipold 

 

 

In Memory of Leonard and Evelyn Kruse 

Kermit and Vivian Ravnsburg 

Given by Bill and Kathleen Kruse 

 



 
 

 

In Memory of Elmer E. and Eva V. Christensen 

In Honor of St. Paul’s Music Conservatory and David’s Harp 

In Honor of St. Paul’s member who have served as  

Kantors and Kantorei 

Given by Dr. C 

 

In Memory of Deb Cannon 

In Honor of Bob and Mary Ann Wege 

In Honor of Dr. C 

In Honor of the Sherrill’s 

In Honor of the Frank’s 

and their beautiful children 

Given by Andy and Jo Raymond and family 

 

In Memory of our best friends 

John & Pat Montgomery 

Given by Don and Kathy Malick 

 

In Honor of Allen Timm 

Given by the Timm Family 

 

In Memory of Albert and Gladys Noelle 

and Lawrence Gust 

Given by Tony and Shirley Gust 

 

In Honor of Jesus our Lord and family 

Given by Mike and Penny Rollins 

 

 

In Memory of Ted and Eunice Hanusa 

Charles and Ula Johnson 

Given by Charlie Johnson and Mary Ann Hanusa 

 

In Memory of Douglas Volkens 

Given by Wendell and Jean Volkens 

 

 

In Memory of Loved Ones 

Given by Steve and Denise Krohn 

 

  



 In Memory of John and Pat Montgomery 

Earl and Elnora Johnson 

Given by Dale and Julia Burris 

 

In Memory of Loved Ones 

Given by Dave and Mary Johannes 

 

In Memory of Loved Ones 

Thank you to our church workers 

for keeping worship services going 

Given by Bill Johannes 

 

In Memory of Loved Ones 

Given by Jim and Jane Beno 

 

In Memory of John and Pat Montgomery 

John and Barbara Hartwell 

Given by Greg and Lisa Montgomery 

 

In Memory of Ruth Knickman, Elsie Andersen, 

and Marie Klein 

Given by Bruce Klein 

 

In Memory of Steven DeLorme 

Charles and Helen Circo 

Given by Chris and Christine Circo 

 

In Honor of Our Family 

Given by Dick & Elaine Leu 

 

In Memory of Grandparents 

Given by Bill and Kathleen Kruse 

 

In Memory of Anna Paul 

Mr. and Mrs. Georg Werner 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Paul 

Hans Schwarz 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernhard Werner 

Given by Richard and Rosemary Paul 

 

 

 


