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SERVING THE LORD IN 

ASIA
NEWS FROM DEACONESS SANDRA RHEIN

sandra.rhein@lcms.org

Hymnal Work in Missions

For the past several years, I worked as a Hymnal Consultant in the mission field. I 
coordinated hymnal projects for mission and partner churches.  

When foreign church leaders requested assistance from the LCMS in developing a new 
hymnal, those projects became my assignment. In each case, I served on that church 

body’s hymnal committee, advising and 
assisting as needed. Through that work, two 
hymnals have been completed for African 
churches; one for the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Kenya and one for the Ethiopian 
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus.  

In Asia, meanwhile, a lengthy test booklet 
has been completed so far for the Chinese 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, and work is 
underway in the Indonesian Lutheran     
Church. Those projects will continue, 

My new call will mean a continuation of such 
hymnal projects, but will allow a broader, more 
comprehensive answer to the requests for music 
resources for faithful worship. Along with a 
hymnal, more teaching is needed, to equip 
people to use the resources.  

I am called to share the musical treasure of the 
Lutheran Church in places where they also 
desire faithful worship, in their own languages. 

THE GOOD GIFT  
     OF MUSIC  

Music is a good gift from God, and 
has always been connected to His 
Word.  

Music serves the Gospel.  

Music adorns the Word.  

Music carries the Word deep into 
our hearts and souls. 

Music is a heritage of the Lutheran 
Church.   

Dedication of Sebhat LeAmlak, a new hymnal for the Kenyan Lutheran Church
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PLEASE PRAY FOR: 
• Safety and health for the 

essential workers who 
continue to provide needed 
services.

• A resurgence of the Lutheran 
Confession through music in 
Asia.

GIVE THANKS FOR: 
• The many technologies that 

allow work to continue and 
socialization to take place

PRAISE GOD FOR: 
• The many congregations and 

individuals who pray  
for us, encourage and 
support us 

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, 
all the earth; break forth into 
joyous song and sing praises! 

Psalm 98:4

To support the LCMS through my work, send a tax-deductible gift… 

•Online, securely from any device: lcms.org/givenow/rhein; 
•By calling a donor care representative: 1-888-843-5267; or 
•By sending a check (with “Rhein/Taiwan” on the memo line) to: 

  LCMS, PO Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166; or 
  Mission Central, 40718 Highway E 16, Mapleton, IA 51034 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Asian countries are already known for their excellence in music.Pray that Asian 
Lutheran Churches will become known for their strong music tradition . . . for the 
spread of the Gospel through music . . . for music based missions throughout Asia . . . 
for the creation of musical resources and strategic mission planning that helps bring 
Christ into the world through music. 

Partnering with David’s Harp 

Partnering with me in this work is David’s Harp, a Center for Musical 
Development within the LCMS that   supports our churches, schools and 
missions in the evangelical task of raising up future musicians and reaching 
out with the gospel in communities across the world.  


