
  
  

Christmas Day 
 

 
 

 

“But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children 
of God…” 

 
Luke  1:12 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  
  

  



Christmas Day 

25 December A+D 2020 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 
If you’re visiting for the first time, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 
 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 
The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 
  
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the practice of close communion. Members of sister 
congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 
the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 
 

“The Birth of the Christ-Child” 
The Living and Life-Giving Word of God Dwells among Us in the Flesh 
In the beginning God created all things through His Word, His Son.  But man fell into sin, and with man all creation was cursed. Therefore, 
God spoke His Word again, this time into the womb of the blessed Virgin Mary. The glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle of our human 
nature (Ex. 40:17–21, 34–38). “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:1–14).  The Son of God took on our flesh and blood 
and died on the cross in order that we might receive the right to become the children of God through faith. Baptized into Christ’s body, 
we are made partakers of a new Genesis, “the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:4–7). In Christ, the 
kindness and love of God our Savior toward man has truly appeared. 
  
Service Notes: Pre-service music for this Christmas Day service is provided by Emma Milbrath.   Kantor for the service is Mary 
Milbrath.   Emma and Mary are the daughters of Randy and Lisa Milbrath 

 
Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the 
ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 
 

 

 

               

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  



 Divine Service  

Setting Three  
  

Prelude: ES IST EIN ROSE (LSB #359“Lo, How A Rose E'er Blooming"……...Dietrich Buxtehude 

 During the singing of the first hymn please stand for the procession of the cross, symbolic of Christ’s presence among us. 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
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Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
  
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen.  
P  Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name 

 of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our help is in the name of the Lord,   

C who made heaven and earth.  
P  I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C  and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
  



P  O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C  Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (congregation chants bold) Ps. 98:1-4; antiphon: Is. 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 
break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 
and the government shall be upon his | shoulder, 

and his name shall be called Wonderful | Counselor,* 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

 

Kyrie   LSB 186  
C  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  Christ, have mercy upon us.  
  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day    

P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And with thy spirit.  

    P  Let us pray. Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of 

sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.  
  

Sit  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Old Testament Reading Exodus 40:17–21, 34–38 

17In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. 18Moses erected the tabernacle. He 
laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. 19And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put 
the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 20He took the testimony and put it into the ark, and put the poles 
on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. 21And he brought the ark into the tabernacle and set up the veil of the screen, and 
screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 34Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36Throughout all their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people 
of Israel would set out. 37But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. 38For the cloud of 
the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. 
Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual: (Kantor) 

 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 
                Of Jesse's lineage coming, as those of old have sung.  
                It came, a flow'ret bright amid the cold of winter, 
                When half spent was the night. 
 

                Isaiah 'twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind,  
                With Mary we behold it, the virgin Mother kind. 
                To show God's love aright, she bore to me a Savior, 
                When half-spent was the night. 

 

Epistle Reading Titus 3:4–7 

4But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out 

on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life.  

 P This is the Word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God.  
  

Stand  
 Alleluia and Verse………………………………………………….…….LSB p. 190 

       (Kantor)  A holy day has dawned up│on us.* 
                        Come, all you nations, and worship│ the Lord.  

Alleluia…………………………………………………………………....LSB p. 190 
 

Gospel Procession: “Let Our Gladness Have No End”…………LSB #381 vs. 1-2 
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Holy Gospel    
P  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C  Glory be to Thee, O Lord.  
  John 1:1–14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 
11He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.14And the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
C  Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
  

Gospel Recession: “Let Our Gladness Have No End”………….LSB #381 vs. 3-4 
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Nicene Creed    

C  I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,      

maker of heaven and earth  and of all things 

visible and invisible.    
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,   

the only-begotten Son of God,  
 begotten of His Father before all worlds,       

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things 

were made;  who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary      

and was made man;   and was crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate.  
     He suffered and was buried.  
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures           

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the 

Father.  
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,    

   whose kingdom will have no end.  



   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

      and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of                                 

the world to come. Amen.  
  

Sit  

  

Sermon ~ “In Him was life” ~ John 1:1-5 

  
Stand  

  

Offertory   LSB 192  

C  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
  Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
  Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.  

  
Sit  

  

Offering  DER TAG, DER IST SO FREUDENREICH  ("O Hail This Brightest Day of Days") 

Johann Sebastian Bach 

 Stand  
  

Prayer of the Church  

Service of the Sacrament  
 Preface   LSB 194  

P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit.  
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  
C It is meet and right so to do.  
C It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:  
  

Sanctus   LSB 195  
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n 

and earth are full of Thy glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 

hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
  

Lord’s Prayer   LSB 196  
P      Our Father who art in heaven,      

hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;         

give us this day our daily bread;  
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation,      but deliver us from evil.  
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  



  

The Words of Our Lord   LSB 197 

 Pax Domini   LSB 197  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C  Amen.  
  

Agnus Dei   LSB 198  

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen.  

  
Sit  

  

373 See amid the Winter's Snow 
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370 What Child Is This 
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387 Joy to the World 
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Stand  
  

Nunc Dimittis   LSB 199  

C  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou 

hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the 

Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

  

Thanksgiving   LSB 200  

P  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C  and His mercy endureth forever.  

P  Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   C Amen.  
P  The Lord be with you.  
C  And with thy spirit.  
  

Benedicamus   LSB 202  

P  Bless we the Lord.  
C  Thanks be to God.  
  

Benediction   LSB 202  

P  The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace. 

 C  Amen, amen, amen.  
  

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 
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Postlude: REGENT SQUARE ("Angels, from the Realms of Glory")……………...Edwin C. Johnson 
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News and Notes: 
 

No Christ Academy this week. 
 

New Year’s Eve Worship with Communion ~ December 31st at 7:00 p.m.  
 

All offerings for 2020 need to be in the church office by December 31st. 
 
 

 
 

Paumgartner Altar (detail of central panel) 1503 ~ Albrecht Durer 
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      St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church  

            St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center  
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Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                      Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 

 rosemarypaul57@gmailmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                  hb.stpauls@gmail.com         
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