
New Year’s Eve 
 

 

 

 

“And at the end of eight days,  

when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus …” 

Luke  2:21 

 
 
 
 



 

New Year’s Eve 

31 December A+D 2020 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His 

gifts. Please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol 

them. 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the  practice of close communion. Members of sister 

congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 

the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

 

Service Notes: There will be a Christmas Hymn Sing before the service this evening. The congregation will pick 5 hymns to sing. 

Music is provided by the Waggoner Family Kantorei. 

 

Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to 

the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



Divine Service 
Setting One 

Pre-Service: Christmas Hymn Sing 

 

Prelude: Chorale Prelude on CHRISTE SANCTORUM…………………Richard C. Baker 

899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night  LSB 899 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then, gracious God, in years to come, 

    We pray Your hand may guide us, 

And, onward through our journey home, 

    Your mercy walk beside us 

Until at last our ransomed life 

Is safe from peril, toil, and strife 

    When heav’n itself shall hide us. 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Ps. 98:1–3; antiphon: Ps. 124:8 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times 

yet to come. In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading  Old Testament 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to 

them, 

24The LORD bless you and keep you; 
25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

27So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love  LSB 900 sts. 1, 3–4, 6 

1 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Name all other names above, 

Unto which must ev’ry knee 

Bow in deep humility. 

 

3 Jesus! Name of priceless worth 

To the fallen of the earth 

For the promise that it gave, 

“Jesus shall His people save.” 

 

4 Jesus! Name of mercy mild, 

Given to the holy Child 

When the cup of human woe 

First He tasted here below. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
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Epistle  Romans 8:28–39 

 
28 We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.  

29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom 

he justified he also glorified. 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him 

up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 

who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 

God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor 



angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Gospel 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

724 If God Himself Be for Me  LSB 724 (Women stanza 3; Kantorei stanza 5, Men stanza 7) 

 

 

 

 
 



7 From me this is not hidden, 

    Yet I am not afraid; 

I leave my cares, as bidden, 

    To whom my vows were paid. 

Though life from me be taken 

    And ev’rything I own, 

I trust in You unshaken 

    And cleave to You alone. 

 

8 No danger, thirst, or hunger, 

    No pain or poverty, 

No earthly tyrant’s anger 

    Shall ever vanquish me. 

Though earth should break asunder, 

    My fortress You shall be; 

No fire or sword or thunder 

    Shall sever You from me. 

 

9 No angel and no gladness, 

    No throne, no pomp, no show, 

No love, no hate, no sadness, 

    No pain, no depth of woe, 

No scheming, no contrivance, 

    No subtle thing or great 

Shall draw me from Your guidance 

    Nor from You separate. 

 

10 My heart with joy is springing; 

    I am no longer sad. 

My soul is filled with singing; 

    Your sunshine makes me glad. 

The sun that cheers my spirit 

    Is Jesus Christ, my King; 

The heav’n I shall inherit 

    Makes me rejoice and sing. 
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Sermon: “Assurance for the future: nothing can separate you from God’s love” ~ Romans 8:28-39 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 



          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering 

 

Offertory  LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

 

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

 

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  LSB 375 

 

 

 
 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 

 

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, 

From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us 

    Till we join Your choir above. 
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733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past  LSB 733 sts. 1–6 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
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898 The Ancient Law Departs  LSB 898 
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Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and 

blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all 

Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly  LSB 897 
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Postlude: "Prelude in G-Major"……………………………………….Johann Sebastian Bach 
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