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“And he was transfigured before them,” 

 Matthew 17:2a 

 
 
 
 



The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

24 January A+D 2021 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His 

gifts. Please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol 

them. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. Members of 

sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not 

members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion 

practices. 

 

The Feast of the Transfiguration 

“God Manifested in the Transfiguration of Jesus” 

The transfiguration confirms “the prophetic word …, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place” (2 

Peter 1:19). The divine glory of Jesus is manifested in the word of His apostles, who were “eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 

1:16). “He was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun” (Matt. 17:2). Moses and Elijah witnessed the fulfillment of 

the Old Testament in this Lord Jesus, and the Father testified concerning Him: “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased” 

(Matt. 17:5). By His own blood, shed on the cross, Jesus makes and seals the new covenant with us. Hence, “the appearance of the 

glory of the LORD” is no longer “like a devouring fire” (Ex. 24:17), but it is graciously revealed in His own body. As “Aaron, Nadab, and 

Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel” went up the mountain with Moses and “beheld God, and ate and drank” (Ex. 24:9, 11), we 

also behold the Lord our God in Christ Jesus, and we abide with Him as we eat and drink His body and blood at the altar. 

 

Service Notes: Kantorei for the 8:00 service is the "Women's Group;" the Sherrill Family Kantorei is singing for the 10:45 service. 

Elizabeth Johnson will be providing distribution music at 8:00 and Bradley Adams at 10:45. 

 

Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to 
the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 
holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 

 

              

 
 
 
 



Divine Service 
Setting One 

Prelude: Partita on WIE SCHON LEUCHTET                     (LSB # 395 "O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright")………….Jan Oskar Bender  

395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright  LSB 395 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 



6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 84:1–2a, 4, 10–11; antiphon: Ps. 77:18b 

Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

the earth trem- | bled and shook. 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O | LORD of hosts!* 

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD. 

Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

ever sing- | ing your praise! 

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand | elsewhere.* 

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of | wickedness. 

For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows favor and | honor.* 

No good thing does he withhold from those who walk up- | rightly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Your lightnings lighted | up the world;* 

the earth trem- | bled and shook. 



 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses 

and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make us 

co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Exodus 34:29–35 

29When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the 

mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God. 30Aaron and all the people of 

Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 31But Moses called to them, and 

Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation returned to him, and Moses talked with them. 32Afterward all the people of Israel came 

near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had spoken with him in Mount Sinai. 33And when Moses had finished speaking with 

them, he put a veil over his face. 
34Whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with him, he would remove the veil, until he came out. And when he came out 

and told the people of Israel what he was commanded, 35the people of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ 

face was shining. And Moses would put the veil over his face again, until he went in to speak with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Ps. 45:2a; 110:1 

You are the most handsome of the | sons of men;* 

grace is poured up- | on your lips. 

The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my | right hand,* 

until I make your enemies your | footstool.” 

 



Epistle  2 Peter 1:16–21 

16For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 

were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by 

the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,” 18we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, 

for we were with him on the holy mountain. 19And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay 

attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, 20knowing this first of all, 

that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. 21For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, 

but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Verse of the Day Ps. 96:2–3 

Alleluia. Sing to the LORD; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all 

the peoples! Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel  Matthew 17:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
1And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 

2And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light. 3And behold, there 

appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will 

make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud 

overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” 6When 

the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” 
8And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

9And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from 

the dead.”  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

 



413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair  LSB 413 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Sermon “Listen!” ~ Matthew 17:1-9 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 



     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Sit 

 

Offering "Lord, All My Heart Is Fixed on Thee"…………………Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

Stand 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



The Words of Our Lord  

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Sit 

 

401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born  LSB 401 

 

 

 
 

5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 

Be with us on the battlefield, 

From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 

6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 

To God, whom all His hosts adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

Public domain 

 



537 Beautiful Savior  LSB 537 
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414 'Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here  LSB 414 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 



402 The Only Son from Heaven  LSB 402 
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Stand 

 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 



417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness  LSB 417 
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Postlude Gigue……………………………………………………………Jean Baptiste Loeillet 
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In our prayers we remember: Bob Finke, Bill Johannes, David Meyer, Elizabeth Bowerman, Salli Harmon, Carol Brockmann, Mary Ann Wege, Allen 
Timm, Jean Volkens, Bill Storey, Helen Nelson, Brad White, Larry Skinner (Jean Volkens brother), Susan Wurdeman (Dan Wurdeman’s mother), 
Elaine Goodwin (Pastor Tews & Karen Burns sister), Dolores Wilkins (Susan Tews’ mother), Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Marilyn 
J. Harris (Erika Harris’ mother-in-law), Kay Sanders (friend of Theresa Bowerman); 
 
 

Salli Harmon and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 
Rev. Joseph Hanson and the congregation of First Lutheran Church, Missouri Valley, Iowa; 
 

Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Virg & Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Charles Bowerman, Nathan Moeller 
-members of St. Paul’s, Justin Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art 
Bandomer, Joey Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Joseph Finch, (son of Bob & Dianna 
Finch), Jared Naja (nephew of Laura  Goodwin); 

 

Those celebrating a wedding anniversary: George & Merna Kellogg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News and Notes 
 
 

 
 

Christ Academy Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

St. Paul’s Annual Voters Meeting 
Sunday, January 31st at 12:00 p.m. 

 

 
NEW!! 

Men’s Breakfast Club (MBC) 
St. Paul’s Lutheran church is starting a monthly Men’s Breakfast Club for all interested men. The purpose of the MBC is to gather as one and 
enjoy a meal with fellow church members and all visitors. There will be a short Bible Study period, breakfast and comradery. Gathering will start 
at 6:00 a.m. and last as long as anyone is willing to stay. Topics of the short Bible Study will start with the Propers for the upcoming Sunday. 
MBC will be held on the first Tuesday of the month beginning February 2, 2021 at the Railway Inn, 115 S. 12th St., Council Bluffs. For more 
information call or text: Ty Moreno (402) 669-9670 or Pastor Sherrill (712) 310-4248. 
 

 

 
If you would like to order flowers for the altar in honor of a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, please call the church office at 

712-322-4729. 
Cost: $42.80 

 

 
 
 

Lutheran Witness Subscription Renewal ~ $22.68 – Due February 7, 2021 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________                                                      

 
 

Pantry Party Items will be collected on the 4th Sunday of the month. 
Items for Church: 

Coffee, paper towels, napkins 
Items for SPLECC: 

Paper Napkins, Small Paper Plates, Plastic Spoons, Plastic Forks, Baby Wipes, 
Graham Crackers, Goldfish, Animal Crackers, Nilla Wafers, Cheerios (NOT HONEY NUT) 

Pretzels, Ritz Crackers, Wheat Thins, Raisins, Individual Apple Sauce Packs, 
Individual Pudding Snack Packs 

 
 

Opportunities for Growth:  January 24 – 31, 2021 
Sunday: 1/24/21 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/BC  
Monday: 1/25/21 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells 
Tuesday: 1/26/21 
 8:50 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
Wednesday: 1/26/21 
 8:50 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 5:00 p.m. – Kantor/Kantorei Practice 
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy  
 7:15 p.m. – Kantor/Kantorei Practice 
Saturday: 1/30/21 
 5:30 p.m. ~ Worship – C (masked) 
Sunday: 1/31/21 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship - C 
 9:30am ~ SS/BC  
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship - C 
  

                

 



                                 St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church        

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                             The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod / www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                                                                                                          

 
Church                                                                                                               School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                         1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                      712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                   Director – Lisa Preston       
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                       director.stpauls@gmail.com    
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                       Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                    hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                               School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                 Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 

mailto:drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com

