
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
The Sunday of the Passion 

 
 

 
 

“Jesus said to them, 

‘Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.’” 

John 8:58-59 

 
 
 



 
Judica ~ The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

21 March A+D 2021 

  

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His 

gifts. Please sign our friendship folder in the pews and if you’re visiting for the first time, our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol 

them. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month.  St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. Members of 

sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not 

members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion 

practices. 

 

Jesus Is Our Redemption  

In the temple Jesus said, “If anyone keeps my word, he will never see death” (John 8:51). For Jesus came to taste death for us—to 

drink the cup of suffering to the dregs in order that we might be released from its power. Clinging to His life-giving words, we are 

delivered from death’s sting and its eternal judgment. Christ is our High Priest, who entered the Most Holy Place and with His own 

blood obtained everlasting redemption for His people (Heb. 9:11–15). He is the One who was before Abraham was, and yet is his 

descendant. He is the promised Son who carries the wood up the mountain for the sacrifice, who is bound and laid upon the altar of 

the cross. He is the ram who is offered in our place, who is willingly caught in the thicket of our sin, and who wears the crown of 

thorns upon His head (Gen. 22:1–14). Though Jesus is dishonored by the sons of the devil, He is vindicated by the Father through the 

cross.  

 
Service Notes: Mike Rollins will be providing offering music on Saturday. The Women's Kantorei is singing for the 8 a.m. service. 
Betsy Johnson is providing distribution music. Samuel Frank, Chase Roberts, Sophie Roth, and Joel Sherrill are singing as the Sunday 
School Kantorei for the 10:45 a.m. service. Jonathan Sherrill is providing distribution music. Pastor Frank is the organist. Pastor Tews 
is liturgist and preacher. Pastor Sherrill is filling in at Timothy.  

 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the 

ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and 

holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.          

 
 
 
 
 



Divine Service 
Setting Three 

Prelude: "A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth" setting by Johann Pachelbel 

433 Glory Be to Jesus  LSB 433 

 

 
 

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
 

Public domain 

Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 43:3–5; antiphon: Ps. 43:1–2a 

Vindicate me, | O God,* 

and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

Send out your light and your truth; let them | lead me;* 

let them bring me to your holy hill and to your | dwelling! 

Then I will go to the altar of God, to God my ex- | ceeding joy,* 

and I will praise you with the lyre, O | God, my God. 

Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are you in turmoil with- | in me?* 

Hope in God; for I shall again praise him, my salvation | and my God. 

Vindicate me, | O God,* 

and defend my cause against an ungodly | people, 

from the deceitful and unjust man de- | liver me!* 

For you are the God in whom I take | refuge. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in 

body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 22:1–14 

1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only 

son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 

shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son 

Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4On the third day 

Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the 

boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 

his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

9When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound 

Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his 

son. 11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do 

not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 

only son, from me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. 

And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham called the name of that 

place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual (Saturday) Ps. 143:9a, 10a; 18:48a, c 

Deliver me from my enemies, | O LORD!* 

Teach me to do your will, for you | are my God! 

[You] delivered me from my | enemies;* 

you rescued me from the man of | violence. 

 

Gradual (8 a.m.) “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LSB 449, stanzas 1,3,4 

Gradual (10:45 a.m.) “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” LSB 451, stanzas 1,3,4 

 

Epistle  Hebrews 9:11–15 

11But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more perfect tent 

(not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of the blood of goats 

and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13For if the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 

blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the purification of the flesh, 14how much more will the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the 

living God. 
15Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since 

a death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant.  

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

Tract Ps. 129:1– 4 

“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth”—* 

let Israel | now say— 

“Greatly have they afflicted me | from my youth,* 

yet they have not prevailed a- | gainst me. 

The plowers plowed up- | on my back;* 

they made long their | furrows.” 

The LORD is | righteous;* 

he has cut the cords of the | wicked. 

 

Holy Gospel  John 8:46–59 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
46Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47Whoever is of God hears the words of God. 

The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” 
48The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49Jesus answered, “I do not 

have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the 

judge. 51Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you 

have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53Are you greater 

than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 54Jesus answered, “If I glorify 

myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55But you have not known him. I know 

him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56Your father Abraham 

rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 57So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you 

seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at 

him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 



Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 



438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth  LSB 438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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Sermon  “Christ Provides Himself for Sacrifice” ~ John 8:42-59 

Stand 

 

Offertory  LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen. 

 

Sit 



 

Offering “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” setting by Lowell Mason (Saturday) 

"A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth" setting by Kevin Hildebrand (Sunday) 

 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  LSB 197 

Pax Domini  LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Distribution Music: 

Saturday: “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” Setting by John Timm 

Sunday (8 a.m.) “We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died” Setting by Timothy Frank 

Sunday (10:45 a.m.) “God’s Own Child I Gladly Say It” Setting by Elizabeth Grimpo 



429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died  LSB 429 

 

 

 
 

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

    The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner’s refuge here below, 

    The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 

 

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race 

    Forever and forevermore. 
 

Public domain 

 

437 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed  LSB 437 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 



430 My Song Is Love Unknown  LSB 430 

 

 

 

 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
 

Public domain 

© John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 



718 Jesus, Lead Thou On  LSB 718 
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Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis  LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving  LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 



427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory  LSB 427 
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Postlude: "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" setting by David Cherwien 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

In our prayers we remember: Floyd Foreman, Richard Paul, Jerry Gaffney, David Meyer, Elizabeth Bowerman, Salli Harmon, Carol Brockmann, 
Mary Ann Wege, Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Bill Storey, Helen Nelson, Brad White, Susan Wurdeman (Dan Wurdeman’s mother), Elaine Goodwin 
(Pastor Tews & Karen Burns sister), Dolores Wilkins (Susan Tews’ mother), Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Marilyn J. Harris (Erika 
Harris’ mother-in-law), Kay Sanders (friend of Theresa Bowerman), Joi Schwery (Denise & Steve Krohn’s sister-in-law), William Burris (Dale Burris’ 
father), Virginia  Vrgeia (friend of Sabrina Moreno); 
 

Jan Goodin and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 
Rev. Ronald Rosenkaimer and the congregation of Faith Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs; 
 
Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Virg & Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Charles Bowerman, Nathan Moeller 
-members of St. Paul’s, Justin Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art 
Bandomer, Joey Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Joseph Finch, (son of Bob & Dianna 
Finch), Jared Naja (nephew of Laura Goodwin); 
 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week: John & Kiffany Ramsey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

News and Notes 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday evenings beginning at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

Lenten Worship 
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Easter Lilies 2021 ~ $7.00 per plant ~ Due March 28th  
 
Number of Plants ____________________ 
 

In Memory of/In Honor of ______________________________________________ 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by ____________________________________________________________ 

 
“God controlled your salvation from start to finish. He gave you faith in Baptism and strengthens faith through the Word. You can trust that He will 
continue to keep control of your life because you rest in the palm of His loving hand. Stand firm because God is in control.” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. 
John Evangelical Lutheran Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 
Volunteers needed: St. Paul’s will once again be hosting the annual city-wide music festival on Saturday, March 27. We are in need of a greeter at 
the door and several door monitors. Help is also needed for set up and clean up. If you are interested in serving in this way, please contact Pastor 
Frank or Pastor Sherrill.     
 

Opportunities for Growth:  March 21 – 28 2021 
Sunday: 3/21/21 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Monday: 3/22/21 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells 
Tuesday: 3/23/21 

 8:50 a.m. – Chapel - SPLECC 
Wednesday: 3/24/21 
 8:50 a.m. – Chapel - SPLECC 
 12:00 p.m. – Lenten at Noon Organ Recital/Lunch  
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy  
 7:00 p.m. – Lenten Worship 
Saturday: 3/27/21 
 City Wide Music Festival 
Sunday: 3/28/21 ~ Palm Sunday 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship - C 
 9:30am ~ SS/BC 
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship – C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Holy Week Schedule 
 

 
March 27th (masked)   March 28th 

Palm Sunday    Palm Sunday 

5:30 p.m.    8:00 and 10:45 a.m. 
(Communion)    (Communion) 
 

March 31st (masked)   April 1st 
Holy Wednesday    Maundy Thursday 

7:00 p.m.     7:00 p.m. 
(Communion)     (Communion) 

 

April 2nd      April 3rd 

Good Friday     Easter Service (masked) 

Tenebrae    5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m.     (Communion) 
 

April 3rd Easter Vigil   April 4th Easter Sunday 

8:00 p.m.    8:00 and 10:45 a.m. 
(Communion)    (Communion) 
      

 

 

    Join us for the final Organ Recital of our  
2021 Lenten Organ Recital Series  

 

Wednesday, March 24th at Noon 
Peggy Wolverton 

“Retired” Organist, Omaha 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church invites you to a series of  

Lenten Organ Recitals to be held on Wednesdays at Noon during Lent. 

The free recitals begin at 12:00 p.m. lasting 40 minutes. 
No lunch will be served this year. 

Please remember to practice social distancing. Masks are optional.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Capital Campaign Corner 

 

 

 

“They did it with they own hands!” 

 

Our present generation can learn many things from the ones living around the time our church was built.  Some of those things 

include industriousness, work ethic and determination.  Our forefathers in the faith put their hearts and heads and hands and 

feet to work in the construction of our present day church building…literally! 

 

Pictured above on the left, William Reese, an 80 year old member of St. Paul’s in 1929, shows how he helped with the 

construction of our church by cleaning bricks and cobblestones in order to be ready for the masons.  On the far right, C.A. 

Schultz spent his 70th birthday helping dig our foundation by hand.   

 

In the middle of this newspaper article, then Pastor Martin Mueller stands by a sign that was installed on the property which 

read, “Success calls for LESS WORD MORE ACTION also in church work.”  Apparently, Pastor Mueller wanted to see his 

members rise to the task and actively engage in challenges laid before them.  A good message for us today!      

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                  The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod /www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org 

Church                                                                                                            School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                       1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                      712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                   Director – Lisa Preston       
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                       director.stpauls@gmail.com    
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                               Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                    hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                               School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                 Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.                                                                                    


