
 
 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
Quasimodogeniti:  

The Sunday of the Confession of Thomas 
 

 

 
 

“Blessed are those who have not seen  
and yet have believed.” 

John  20:29b 

 
 
 
 
 



 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

Quasimodogeniti: The Sunday of the Confession of Thomas 

11 April A+D 2021 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and 

receive His gifts. Please sign our friendship folder in the pews and if you’re visiting for the first time, our guestbook in 

the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages. The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, 

and together we receive and extol them. 
  

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month at both services.  St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close 

communion. Members of sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with 

us. We ask visitors who are not members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning 

more about our church and communion practices. 
  

The Sunday of the Confession of Thomas 

“He Is Risen to Give Us Forgiveness and Faith” 

The Wounds of Christ Give Us Life 

“For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood” (1 John 5:7). These three point 

to Christ and flow from Christ. Jesus shows His disciples His hands side, from which blood and water 

flowed, saying “Peace be with you.” He presents the wounds which turn our fear to gladness and which 

restore us to the Father. Jesus breathes on His disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 20:23). 

His breath, His words are Spirit and life. They raise up our dry, dead bones and give us new and 

everlasting life (Ezek. 37:1–14). Christ now gives His ministers to speak His forgiving, Spirit-filled words 

to the penitent in His stead. Our Lord continues to come to His people, presenting His wounds to us in 

the Sacraments of water and blood. He bids us to touch His side at His table, to receive His risen body and blood in true 

faith, that believing we may have life in His name. 
   

Service Notes: The kantor for the 8 a.m. service is Ivy Farrell. The kantorei for the 10:45 service is made up of Piper and 

Chazley Ferris. Pastor Frank is the organist. 
 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to 

the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.          

 

              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Divine Service 
Setting One 

Prelude: "Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain"…………………………………………………………………………….... Setting by Jan Bender 

 

487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain  LSB 487 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Alleluia! Now we cry 

    To our King immortal, 

Who, triumphant, burst the bars 

    Of the tomb’s dark portal. 

Come, you faithful, raise the strain 

    Of triumphant gladness! 

God has brought His Israel 

    Into joy from sadness! 
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Confession and Absolution 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 



P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 

 

Introit Ps. 81:1, 7a, 10, 16b; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2a 

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 

Sing aloud to | God our strength;* 

shout for joy to the God of | Jacob! 

In distress you called, and I de- | livered you;* 

I answered you in the secret place of | thunder. 

I am the | LORD your God,* 

who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt. 

Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it;* 

and with honey from the rock I would sat- | isfy you. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Like newborn infants, Alle- | luia,* 

long for the pure spiritual milk [of the Word.] Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie  LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast  LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation 

that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading  Ezekiel 37:1–14 

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it 

was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, 

they were very dry. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said 

to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 

Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 

cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 

covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the 

breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army. 
11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our 

hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and 

raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 

place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual (Sung by Kantor) (Sunday) These Things Did Thomas Count as Real  LSB 472 

1 These things did Thomas count as real: 

The warmth of blood, the chill of steel, 

The grain of wood, the heft of stone, 

The last frail twitch of flesh and bone. 

 

2 The vision of his skeptic mind 

Was keen enough to make him blind 

To any unexpected act 

Too large for his small world of fact. 

 

3 His reasoned certainties denied 

That one could live when one had died, 



Until his fingers read like braille 

The markings of the spear and nail. 

 

4 May we, O God, by grace believe 

And thus the risen Christ receive, 

Whose raw imprinted palms reached out 

And beckoned Thomas from his doubt. 
 

© 1984 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

Epistle  1 John 5:4–10 

4For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 
5Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 

one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7For there are three that testify: 8the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these 

three agree. 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 

concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him 

a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son.  

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

 

471 O Sons and Daughters of the King  LSB 471 sts. ref, 1–6 

 

 

 

 
 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia! 
 

Public domain 



 

Holy Gospel  John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 

came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 

Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even 

so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive 

the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 
24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, 

and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 
26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out 

your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to 

him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that 

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

471 O Sons and Daughters of the King  LSB 471 sts. 7–9 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

    Alleluia! 

 

8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia! 

 

9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
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Sit 

 

Sermon 

 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 



     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Sit 

 

Offering: "CHRIST LAG IN TODESBANDEN" ("Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands") ……………….. Setting by Friedrich Wilhelm Zachau 

 

Stand 

Service of the Sacrament 

Preface  LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna.  Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 



          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

Pax Domini  LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Sit 

 

633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  LSB 633 

 

 

 
 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 

You have conquered in the fight, 

You have brought us life and light. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 

You have opened paradise, 

And Your saints in You shall rise. 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 

This alone can sin destroy; 

From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 

Newborn souls in You to be. 

    Alleluia! 

 



8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, Your name we praise. 

    Alleluia! 
Public domain 

466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia  LSB 466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious  LSB 548 
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488 He Is Arisen! Glorious Word  LSB 488 

1 He is arisen! Glorious Word! 

Now reconciled is God, my Lord; 

    The gates of heav’n are open. 

My Jesus did triumphant die, 

And Satan’s arrows broken lie, 

    Destroyed hell’s fiercest weapon. 

        O hear what cheer! 

    Christ victorious, 

    Rising glorious, 

        Life is giving. 

He was dead but now is living! 
 

Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

Thank the Lord  LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

  



Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

480 He's Risen, He's Risen  LSB 480 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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Postlude: "Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won………………………………………………………….………………………….. Setting by John Behnke 
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In our prayers we remember: Floyd Foreman, Dave & Mary Johannes, Richard Paul, Jerry Gaffney, David Meyer, Elizabeth 

Bowerman, Salli Harmon, Carol Brockmann, Mary Ann Wege, Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Bill Storey, Helen Nelson, Brad 

White, Susan Wurdeman (Dan Wurdeman’s mother), Elaine Goodwin (Pastor Tews & Karen Burns sister), Dolores Wilkins 

(Susan Tews’ mother), Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Marilyn J. Harris (Erika Harris’ mother-in-law), 

Kay Sanders (friend of Theresa Bowerman), Dawn Letcher (Tony & Shirley Gust’s daughter) Jonathan Freeman (student 

of Coreen Trost); 
 

Jessica Overgard and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 

Rev. Joseph Hanson and the congregation of First Lutheran Church; 

 

Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Virg & Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Charles Bowerman, 

Nathan Moeller -members of St. Paul’s, Justin Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, 

Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art Bandomer, Joey Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew 

of Mark & Erika Harris, Joseph Finch, (son of Bob & Dianna Finch), Jared Naja (nephew of Laura Goodwin); 

 
                      

News and Notes 

 

 

 

Wednesday evening beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

The last Christ Academy will be held on Wednesday, April 21st. 

 A special meal will be served. 

 

The Rite of Confirmation will be held on Sunday, April 25th during the second service. 

The congregation is invited to a reception/meal honoring our confirmands 

 after the service. 

 

 

A Special Voters’ Meeting will be held on May 2, 2021 at 9:30 a.m. in the Undercroft. 

Agenda Item: Remodeling restrooms at SPLECC 

 

 

Women’s Bible Study ~ Thursday 11:30 a.m. 

A Bible Study for all women and their friends will be held on the third Thursday of every month. The group begins with a sack lunch, 

then fellowship and Bible study led by one of our pastors. 

 

 

“Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter clinched it for Paul. If God’s Son, divine and holy from all eternity, would take on human flesh 

for me, obey the commandments for me, suffer and die for me, and rise again to guarantee my forgiveness and resurrection, there 

can be no doubt. He loves me.” Rev. Mark Jeske, Time of Grace – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org                                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Opportunities for Growth:  April 11 – 18,2021 
Sunday: 4/11/21 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Monday: 4/12/21 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells 
Tuesday: 4/13/21 
 9:00 a.m. – Pastors’ Conference 
Wednesday: 4/14/21 
 8:50 a.m. – Chapel - SPLECC 
 5:00 p.m. – Kantor/Kantorei Practice  
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy Meeting 
 7:15 p.m. – Kantor/Kantorei Practice 
Thursday: 4/15/21 
 11:30 a.m. – Women’s Bible Study 
 6:00 p.m. – Love CB Event 
Saturday: 4/17/21 
 5:30 p.m. ~ Worship - C 
Sunday: 4/18/21 
     8:00 a.m.  ~ Worship -C 
 9:30a.m. ~ SS/BC 
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship – C  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

                                                                      St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
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Two Locations          
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                                                The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod / www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                                                                                            

Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                                                                                                                                                           Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                                                                                                                                 712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Director – Lisa Preston       
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                                                                                                                                             director.stpauls@gmail.com    
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                            Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                            hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                  School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                              Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 


