
  

 

Christmas Eve 
December 24, 2021 

 10:30 p.m. 

 

 

“Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace among those  

with whom he is pleased!” 
 

Luke  2:14 

 

  



  

Christmas Eve 

24 December A+D 2021 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 

Please sign our friendship folder in the pews and if you’re visiting for the first time, our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the  practice of close communion. Members of sister 

congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 

the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

 

The Light of Christ Shines Forth in the Darkness 

Heaven and earth rejoice on this night because the glory of the Triune God is manifested in the human birth of “our great God  and 

Savior Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). In Him, the Father’s grace, mercy and peace rest upon the world. The silence of death is broken by this 

“good news of great joy that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). And all we who have gone astray like lost and wandering sheep, 

who have “walked in the darkness” of doubt and fear and sinful unbelief, behold “a great light” in the nativity of Christ (Is. 9:2). In Him 

“the grace of God has appeared” (Titus 2:11). For this Child of Mary who is born for us, this dear Son of God who is given to us, will 

bear the burden of our sin and death in His own body on the cross. He thereby establishes a government of peace, “with justice and 

with righteousness,” which shall have no end; not by any work of man, but “the zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this” (Is. 9:7). 

 

Service Notes: For instruction on the Candle Light Vigil, see insert. Music is provided by the Sherrill Family Kantorei. Pastor Frank is on 

the organ bench. 

 

Opening Prayer:  O God, as we gather before Your throne bless our worship with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Upon hearing and 

receiving Your Sacrament, may our faith be strengthened and our lives be inspired to faithful service to You.  Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  

Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Divine Service    

Setting One  
Prelude: "Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming"………………………………………………………………………………….Settings by Kevin Hildebrand and John Leavitt 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Vigil – see insert 

During the singing of the first hymn please stand for the procession of the cross, symbolic of Christ’s presence among us.  
  

Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”……………………………………………………………………….………….LSB #359 
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Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

  

 P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen.  
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

  

 P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 



ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (Congregation chants bold) Ps. 2:1-2, 4-6; antiphon: Liturgical  Text 

When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

Why do the | nations rage* 

and the peoples | plot in vain? 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether,* 

against the LORD and against his a- | nointed. 

He who sits in the | heavens laughs;* 

the Lord holds them in de- | rision. 

Then he will speak to them | in his wrath,* 

and terrify them in his fury, | saying, 

"As for me, I have | set my King* 

on Zion, my | holy hill." 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

When all was still, and it was | midnight,* 

your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the | royal throne. 

   

 Kyrie  LSB 152  

 P  In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 C  Lord, have mercy.  
 P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 C Amen.  

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you.  

 P     Let us pray.  O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.  Grant that as we have 

 known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus 

 Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C          Amen.  

  
Sit  

The Old Testament Lesson ~ Isaiah 9:2–7 
2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 

them hath the light shined. 3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the joy: they joy before thee according 

to the joy in harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and 



the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day of Midian. 5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused 

noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire. 6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a 

son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no 

end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: (Kantorei) “On Christmas Night”…………………….arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, To hear the news the angels bring; 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, To hear the news the angels bring: 

News of great joy, news of great mirth, News of our merciful King’s birth. 

When sin departs before Thy grace; When sin departs before Thy grace, 

Then life and health come in it place:  

Angels and men with you may sing, All for to see the newborn King.  

All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night;  

All out of darkness we have light Which made the angels sing this night;  

“Glory to God and peace to men. Now and forever more. Amen. 

 

The Epistle Lesson ~ Titus 2:11–14 
11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 

worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 13 Looking for that blessed hope, and 

the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 

us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand  

 

Gospel Procession: “Let Our Gladness Have No End”…………LSB #381 vs. 1-3 

381 Let Our Gladness Have No End 
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Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

Cong:    Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

Luke 2:1–14 
1And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. 
2 (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) 3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 

city. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of  David:) 5 To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being 

great with child. 6 And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. 
7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because 

there was no room for them in the inn. 8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be to all people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in the 

highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. 

Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:     Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Recession: “Let Our Gladness Have No End”……….……LSB #381 vs. 4 
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Sit 

 

Hymn of the Day: “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”…..LSB #358: 1-6, 15 

 

 



 
 

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so! 

Then with the shepherds let us go 

To see what God for us has done 

In sending us His own dear Son. 

 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
 

Public domain 

 

Sermon ~ “Peace on Earth” – Luke 2:8-14 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 



Sit 

Offering ~ "What Child Is This"………………………………………..Setting by John Eggert 

 

Stand  
  

Prayer of the Church  

  

Service of the Sacrament  
 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  
Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface  LSB 160  

 P  The Lord be with you.  
 C  And also with you.  
 P Lift up your hearts.  

 C We lift them to the Lord.  

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 

comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying:  
  

Sanctus  LSB 161  

 C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

  

Lord’s Prayer  

  

The Words of Our Lord  

  

Pax Domini  LSB 163  

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 C Amen.  

  

Agnus Dei  LSB 163  
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 

of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
  

Sit  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
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393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 
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Stand  

     

Thank the Lord  LSB 164  

 C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.  
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.  
  

Post-Communion Collect  

 P Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 C Amen.  

  

Benediction  LSB 166  

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
 C Amen.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 

 

 
 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

 

Public domain 

 

Postlude: "O Come, All Ye Faithful"……………………………..Setting by Kevin Hildebrand  
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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

239 Frank Street 

Council Bluffs, Iowa  

 

December 24, 2021 

10:30 p.m. 

 



Christmas Eve Candlelight Vigil 

 

Message of the Candlelight Vigil:  The Old Testament prophets foretold a Messiah who would come as the “Light of the world.”  This 

Messiah would bear the world’s sins and be their Savior and He would be called, “God with us.”  Central to the message of the Season 

of Advent leading to Christmas is the hope we have for this coming, revealed to us in the person of Jesus of Nazareth.  In this God-

man alone, the world has the forgiveness of sins and rescue from eternal death and hell.  The Christmas Eve Candlelight vigil reflects 

upon the anticipation of the ancients as they awaited this promised birth.  The posture is penitential, hopeful, eager and prayerful, 

even as reflected in the lives of Zechariah and Mary.  The Christian Church today assumes the same posture as it reflects upon the 

reception of Christ in Word and Sacrament and in His return in glory.        

 

Instructions for the Candlelight Vigil:  Please receive your candles from the ushers as you enter the sanctuary.  We encourage young 

and old to participate.  The procession includes a series of readings and hymns.  As the Christ Candle moves by your pew at the singing 

of the hymn, individuals standing nearest the center aisle approach the Christ candle to receive its light.  Once the candle is lit, it is 

shared with everyone else in the pew.  Note:  Please do not tip your lighted candle.  Those who are receiving light, should tilt their 

unlit candle into the lighted flame in order to minimize dripping wax.  The vigil ends at the singing of the opening hymn, “From Heaven 

Above to Earth I Come..”  Ushers will collect candles during the singing of this hymn.   

 

The Vigil of Christmas Eve and Blessing of the Crèche 

 

Please stand   

 

Pastor: Let us pray: 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, Thou hast shattered the darkness of our sin stained world by the light of the Messiah’s own flesh 

and blood.  Cheer our hearts by His incarnation that we might forever rejoice in You.  Through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with Thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

 

The prophet foretells the place of the Messiah’s birth. 

Micah 5:2   But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth 

unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. 

Sing:  O Little Town of Bethlehem, vs. 1-2 

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary, And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king And peace to all the earth! 

 

Public domain 

 



The prophet foretells the manner of the Messiah’s birth and His title. 

Isaiah 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his 

name Immanuel.  

 

“Away in a Manger” 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet Head. 

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 

Public domain 

 

The prophet foretells the nature of Messiah’s presence among the people. 

Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be 

called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.   

 

 

Silent Night, Holy Night 

Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar, Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from Thy holy face With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 
Public domain 

The Blessing of the Crèche and Prayers of the Church 



 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord, for us men and for our salvation our Lord Jesus Christ came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man, thus fulfilling the word of the prophet Isaiah, “a virgin shall conceive and  

bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” Let his crèche remind us that the Lord Jesus came into our flesh and is truly our 

Savior. 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

Cong: who made heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, on this night You caused Your only-begotten Son to be born of the blessed virgin 

Mary for our salvation. Bless this crèche, which shows the wonders of that sacred birth, that all who behold it may ponder and 

adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake in His divine grace unto life eternal; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Cong: Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the Church 
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