
  

 

St. Stephen, Martyr 
 

 

 

And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” 

Acts 7:56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

St. Stephen, Martyr 

26 December A+D 2021 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 

If you’re visiting for the first time, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. The 

rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. Members of sister 

congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 

the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

 

 

St. Stephen, Martyr 

The Christ is born in the land of Judah, but His own people will not receive Him. As it was in the days of Joash, so it is also in the days 

of Herod and Pilate. The Lord “sent prophets among them to bring them back to the LORD … but they would not pay attention” (2 

Chron. 24:19). As Zechariah was being stoned, he cried out, “May the LORD see and avenge!” (2 Chron. 24:22). But the infant Jesus has 

come to save and to forgive. Today, the Church remembers St. Stephen, the first martyr after Christ’s ascension. His confession recalled 

the stiff-necked, uncircumcised hearts and ears of Judah that would not receive the Righteous One (Acts 7:51–52). But as his body was 

being stoned and his spirit received by the Lord Jesus, Stephen cried, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them” (Acts 7:59–60), bearing 

witness to the One who also said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). On the second day of Christmas, 

our thoughts are already directed to Christ’s atoning death to save rebels like us, and to the vision Stephen saw: Heaven is open to us, 

Christ is reigning at God’s right hand, and no sin, death or foe can stop Him. 

Service Notes: Kantor for the 8:00 service is Mark Heinick; the Men's Kantorei is singing for the 10:45 service.  Organist for the 8:00 

offering and postlude is Timothy Johnson.    

 Opening Prayer:  O God, as we gather before Your throne bless our worship with the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Upon hearing and 

receiving Your Sacrament, may our faith be strengthened and our lives be inspired to faithful service to You.  Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  

Amen.             

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  Divine Service    

Setting One  
Prelude: Partita on VOM HIMMEL HOCH ("From Heaven Above to Earth I Come")……………………………………………………………………….…………………..Paul Otto Manz 

During the singing of the first hymn please stand for the procession of the cross, symbolic of Christ’s presence among us. 

 

Opening Hymn: “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...LSB #384 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

10:45 a.m. Holy Baptism……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………..LSB p. 268 

Baptism of Olivia Jo Riley, infant daughter of Taylor and Mackenzie Riley. 

 



Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

  

 P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen.  
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

  

 P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (Congregation chants bold)  Ps.31:1, 3, ; antiphon: Rev. 7:14b 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 
in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and my | fortress;* 
and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood | of the Lamb. 

   

 Kyrie  LSB 152  

 P  In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 C  Lord, have mercy.  
 P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 C Amen.  

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you.  



 P Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ grant us grace to follow the example of the first martyr, 

 Stephen, that we also may look to the One who suffered and was crucified on our behalf and pray for those who do us wrong; 

 through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C          Amen.  
  

Sit  
 

The Old Testament Reading ~2 Chronicles 24:17–22 
17Now after the death of Jehoiada the princes of Judah came and paid homage to the king. Then the king listened to them. 18And they 

abandoned the house of the LORD, the God of their fathers, and served the Asherim and the idols. And wrath came upon Judah and 

Jerusalem for this guilt of theirs. 19Yet he sent prophets among them to bring them back to the LORD. These testified against them, but 

they would not pay attention. 20Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people, 

and said to them, “Thus says God, ‘Why do you break the commandments of the LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have 

forsaken the LORD, he has forsaken you.’” 21But they conspired against him, and by command of the king they stoned him with stones 

in the court of the house of the LORD. 22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness that Jehoiada, Zechariah’s father, had 

shown him, but killed his son. And when he was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!” 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

(Saturday/Sunday – 8:00 a.m.) Gradual Ps.91:11; 103:1 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
 

10:45 a.m. Gradual (Men’s Kantorei) “The Son of God Goes Forth to War”…..LSB #661 

     

The Epistle Reading~ Acts 6:8—7:2; 7:51–60 
8And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to 

the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia, 

rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10But they could not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. 11Then they 

secretly instigated men who said, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12And they stirred up the 

people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him and brought him before the council, 13and they set up 

false witnesses who said, “This man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14for we have heard him say that 

this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15And gazing at him, all who sat 

in the council saw that his face was like the face of an angel. 1And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2And Stephen said: 

Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in 

Haran, 51“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 
52Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous 

One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”54Now when 

they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and 

saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 
58Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named 

Saul. 59And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees he cried out with a 

loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep. heavens and you who dwell in them! 

But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong:    Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse (Kantor/Kantorei) Ps. 116:15 

Alleluia. Precious in the sight│ of the LORD* 

 is the death │of his saints. Alleluia. 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 23rd chapter. 

Cong:    Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

The Holy Gospel Reading ~ Matthew 23:34–39 
34Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will flog in your 

synagogues and persecute from town to town, 35so that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of 

innocent Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36Truly, I say 



to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 

who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you 

would not! 38See, your house is left to you desolate. 39For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord.’” 

Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:     Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

Sit 

 

Hymn: “Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”……………………...………………………………………………….…..LSB #372  (10:45 a.m. – Men’s Kantorei vs. 4) 

 

 

 

 
 

5     Remember thou 

    What glory now 

The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 

    The angel host 

    Can never boast 

Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 

 

6     The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

 

 

Sermon ~ “Stephen confessed the Virgin-Birth” - Acts 6:8—7:2; 7:51–60 

 

Stand 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

8:00 a.m. Offering ~ "Joy to theWorld"…………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………...Arr. Robin Dinda 

10:45 a.m. Offering ~ "O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright"……………………………………………………………………………..Michael Burkhardt 

 

Stand  
 Prayer of the Church  

 Service of the Sacrament  
 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  
Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Preface  LSB 160  

 P  The Lord be with you.  
 C  And also with you.  
 P Lift up your hearts.  
 C We lift them to the Lord.  
 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:  

  
 
 



Sanctus  LSB 161  
 C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

  
 Lord’s Prayer  

  
The Words of Our Lord  
 Pax Domini  LSB 163  
 P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 C Amen.  

  
Agnus Dei  LSB 163  

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 
of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 Sit  
8:00 a.m. “What Child is This”  10:45 a.m. “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”…arr. Whitefield 

 

517 By All Your Saints in Warfare 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 



385 From East to West 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 



389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

Stand  
     

Thank the Lord  LSB 164  

 C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.  
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.  
  

Post-Communion Collect  

 P Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 C Amen.  

  

 

 

 



Benediction  LSB 166  

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
 C Amen.  

  

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 

 

 
 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

 

Public domain 

 

8:00 a.m. Postlude: "Toccata"………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………….Emma Lou Diemer 

10:45 a.m. Postlue: Fugue in C-Major………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..Dietrich Buxtehude 
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News and Notes 
 

 

 
No Christ Academy this week. 

 
“Honoring God’s House” ~ It’s not too late to give a gift or pledge to St. Paul’s Capital Campaign. Forms are located in various places in the church. 
Please prayerfully think on how you can help! Please make sure your pledges are up-to-date. 
 

 
There will be a Hymn Sing this morning to celebrate Christmas at 9:30 a.m.! 

 

 
THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to everyone for their Christmas greetings and gifts. It is truly and honor to be part of such a wonderful church family. 
Pastor, Tina and family, Pastor, Sandra & family 

Pastor & Susan, Dr. C, Rosemary 
 

 
New Year’s Eve Worship – Friday – 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
“Where are your eyes today? … Gaze at the baby Jesus in the manger—born into humanity for you. Watch as Jesus teaches, heals, comforts, and calls 
lost people to Himself. Fix your eyes on Him as He hangs on that cross for you. And look joyfully at Him as He meets you after the resurrection—loving 
you, forgiving you, and sending you out into His world to share His love with others … Let’s fix our eyes on Jesus!” Dr. Kari Vo, Lutheran Hour Ministries 
– A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
 

The Church Office will be closed on Monday. 
 

 
 Opportunities for Growth:  December 26, 2021 – January 2, 2022 

Sunday: 12/26/21 Pantry Collection 

 9:30 a.m. ~ Hymn Sing 
Monday: 12/27/21 
 Church Office Closed 
Wednesday: 12/29/21 
 No Christ Academy 
Friday: 12/31/21 
 7:00 p.m. – New Year’s Eve Worship 
Saturday:  
 No Worship Service 
Sunday: 1/2/22 
     8:00 a.m.  ~ Worship - C 
 9:30a.m. ~ SS/BC 
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship – C 
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