
  

New Year’s Eve 
 

 
 

“You also must be ready, for the Son of Man 

is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

Luke 12:40 
 

 

 

 

 

            



 

New Year’s Eve 

31 December A+D 2021 

 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 

Visitors, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 

The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the practice of close communion. Members of sister 

congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members of 

the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

 

Service Notes: There will be a Christmas Hymn Sing before the service this evening. The congregation will pick 5 hymns to sing. 

Distribution Music is provided by Joel Sherrill. Pastor Frank is the organist. 

 

Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the 

ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  Divine Service    

Setting One  
Pre-Service: Hymn Sing 

Prelude: ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HÖH SEI EHR, Setting by J.S. Bach 

 

 

Hymn: “Across the Sky the Shades of Night”…………………………...LSB #899 

899 Across the Sky the Shades of Night 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Then, gracious God, in years to come, 

    We pray Your hand may guide us, 

And, onward through our journey home, 

    Your mercy walk beside us 

Until at last our ransomed life 

Is safe from peril, toil, and strife 

    When heav’n itself shall hide us. 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 
 



 

Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

  

 P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen.  
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

  

 P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (Congregation chants bold) Ps. 98:1-3; antiphon: Ps. 124:8 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

   

 Kyrie  LSB 152  

 P  In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 C  Lord, have mercy.  
 P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 C Amen.  

  



Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you.  

 P    Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and love the times 

yet to come.  In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C         Amen.  
  

Sit  

Old Testament Reading ~ Isaiah 30:8–17 
8And now, go, write it before them on a tablet and inscribe it in a book, that it may be for the time to come as a witness forever. 9For 

they are a rebellious people, lying children, children unwilling to hear the instruction of the LORD; 10who say to the seers, “Do not see,” 

and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right; speak to us smooth things, prophesy illusions, 11leave the way, turn aside 

from the path, let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.” 12Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel, “Because you despise 

this word and trust in oppression and perverseness and rely on them, 13therefore this iniquity shall be to you like a breach in a high 

wall, bulging out, and about to collapse, whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant; 14and its breaking is like that of a potter’s 

vessel that is smashed so ruthlessly  that among its fragments not a shard is found with which to take fire from the hearth, or to dip 

up water out of the cistern.” 15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness 

and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, 16and you said, “No! We will flee upon horses”; therefore you shall flee 

away; and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; at the 

threat of five you shall flee, till you are left like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, like a signal on a hill. 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual (Kantor) Heb. 8:10; 10:17 

 

Teach us to num- | ber our days* 

that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 

Satisfy us in the morning with Your | steadfast love,* 

that we may rejoice and be glad | all our days. 

 

Epistle Lesson ~ Romans 8:31–39 
31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up 

for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 

famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as 

sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong:   Thanks be to God.                                                                                     

 

Stand                                                                                                                       

     -3- 

                                                                                                                 

Alleluia and Verse………………………………………………………LSB p. 156  

 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter. 

Cong:    Glory be to You, O Lord. 

                                                             

 

\ 

 



Gospel Lesson ~ Luke 12:35–40 
35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like 

men who are waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that 

they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are 

those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he 

will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 

serve them. 38If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 

blessed are those servants! 39But know this, that if the master of the house had 

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to be 

broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 

do not expect.” 

Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:     Praise be to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

Hymn   Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year  LS #896 

 

 

 
 

6 “All glory be to God on high, 

And peace on earth!” the angels cry. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

 

7 God, Father, Son, and Spirit, hear! 

To all our pleas incline Your ear; 

Upon our lives rich blessing trace 

In this new year of grace. 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 1990 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

Sermon ~ “What If Jesus Comes Tomorrow?” ~ Luke 12:35-40 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

 



Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

Sit 

Offering ~ "All My Heart Again Rejoices" Setting by Kevin Hildebrand 

Stand  
 Prayer of the Church  

 Service of the Sacrament  
 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  
Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Preface  LSB 160  

 P  The Lord be with you.  
 C  And also with you.  
 P Lift up your hearts.  
 C We lift them to the Lord.  
 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 
comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:  

  
 
 



Sanctus  LSB 161  
 C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

  
 Lord’s Prayer  

  
The Words of Our Lord  
 Pax Domini  LSB 163  
 P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 C Amen.  

  
Agnus Dei  LSB 163  

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 
of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  

 Sit  
 

“God Rest You Merry Gentlemen” - piano 

 

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger Jesus calls One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed;  All you need 

I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! One and all, Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 



733 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 

 

 
 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
 

Public domain 

 

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
 

Public domain 

 

Stand  
 Thank the Lord  LSB 164  

 C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.  
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.  
  



Post-Communion Collect  

 P Let us pray.  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 C Amen.  

  

Benediction  LSB 166  

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
 C Amen.  

  

897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Postlude: Fugue in Eb Major "St. Anne" (BWV 552,2) by J.S. Bach 
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