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It is requested, out of respect for the Word of God and the music, 

that silence be observed at the beginning of the pre-service music 

and that electronic devices be silenced. 

 

 

 
Pre-Service: 

“A Carol Festival”…………………………………………………………………………………...………Arr. Sharon Elery Rogers 

“In the Bleak Midwinter”…………………………………………………………………………..………………….Samuel Stokes 

“O Come All Ye Faithful”……………………………………………………………………………………..Arr. Anna Laura Page 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”……………………………………………………..………...……………Arr. Anna Laura Page 

“Carol of the Bells”…………………………………………………………………………………………..Arr. Douglas E..Wagner 

 

 
The Service of “Nine Lessons and Carols” 

Please stand and face the processional cross as it enters. 
 

Processional Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City”.................................................LSB #376 (Solo vs. 1 ~ Cong: vs. 2-5) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
Public domain 
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Bidding Prayer ~ Lord’s Prayer 

C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Please be seated. 
 

 

 

Carol: “The Happy Christmas Comes Once More”…………………………….(Cantate Domino Choir)…………….Carl C.N. Balle 

The happy Christmas comes once more, The heavenly Guest is at the door, 

The blessed words the shepherds thrill, The joyous tidings, ‘Peace, goodwill.’ 

 

To David’s city let us fly, Where angels sing beneath the sky; 

Through plan and village pressing near, And news from God with shepherds hear. 

 

Thou patriarch’s joy, Thou prophets; song, Thou heav’nly Day-spring looked for long. 

Thou Son of Man, incarnate Word, Great David’s Son, great David’s Lord. 

 

Come, Jesus, glorious heav’nly Guest, Keep Thine own Christmas in our breast; 

Then David’s harp-string, hushed so long, Shall swell our jubilee of song. 

 

 

 

First Reading ~ Genesis 3:8-19 ~ Man’s 

fall into sin and the first promise of a Savior. 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God 

called to Adam and said to him, Where are 

you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in 

the garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He said, 

“Who told you that you were naked? Have 

you eaten from the tree of which I 

commanded you that you should not eat?” 12 

Then the man said, “The woman whom You 

gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 

and I ate.” 13 And the LORD God said to the 

woman, “What is this you have done?” The 

woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and 

I ate.” 14 So the LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And 

more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And 

you shall bruise His heel.” 16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain 

you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”  Then to Adam He 

said, “Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, 

saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’: “ Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your 

life. 8 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of 

your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust 

you shall return.”  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  

Cong: Thanks be to God!    
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Congregational Hymn: “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”………..……………………….LSB #377 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 Second Reading ~ God promised that blessing would come through Abraham’s offspring. 

Genesis 22:9-18     
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in 

order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand 

and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” So he said, “Here I am.” 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now 

I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 13 Then Abraham lifted his 

eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, 

and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-

Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 15 Then the Angel of the LORD 

called to Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you 

have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son— 17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I 

will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your 

descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because 

you have obeyed My voice.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong: Thanks be to God! 
 

Congregational Hymn: “Savior of the Nations, Come”………………………………….LSB #332 (Stand verse 8) 

1 Savior of the nations, come, Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, That the Lord chose such a birth. 
 

3 Here a maid was found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 
 

8 Glory to the Father sing, Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be Now and through eternity. 

 
© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 
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Third Reading ~ Isaiah prophesies the birth of the Christ-child who would 

reign as King. 

Isaiah 9:1-7       
1 Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, As when at 

first He lightly esteemed The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, And 

afterward more heavily oppressed her, By the way of the sea, beyond the 

Jordan, In Galilee of the Gentiles. 2 The people who walked in darkness Have 

seen a great light; Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon 

them a light has shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation  And increased its 

joy; They rejoice before You  According to the joy of harvest, As men rejoice 

when they divide the spoil. 4 For You have broken the yoke of his burden And 

the staff of his shoulder, The rod of his oppressor, As in the day of Midian. 5 

For every warrior’s sandal from the noisy battle, And garments rolled in 

blood, Will be used for burning and fuel of fire. 6 For unto us a Child is born, 

Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 

Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There 

will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 

From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

Cong: Thanks be to God! 

 
Congregational Hymn: “The People That in Darkness Sat”…………………………………...………….LSB 412  

(Festival Choir verse 4) 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

 

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
 

Public domain 
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Fourth Reading ~ Isaiah prophesies peace through the “Branch of Jesse.”  

Isaiah 11:1-10                                               

 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow 

out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 

knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, 

And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His 

ears; 4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity 

for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, 

And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall 

be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist. 6 “The wolf also 

shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling 

together; And a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down 

together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the weaned 

child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 “ And in that day there shall be a Root of 

Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be 

glorious.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

Cong:  Thanks be to God!  

 

 

Hymn: “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”……………………………………………….(Cantate Domino Choir) 

 Come, your hearts and voices raising, Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, Worthy folk of Christendom.  

  

 Christ, from heav’n to us descending And in love our race befriending; 

In our need His help extending, Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

 Jacob’s star in all its splendor Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 

Forcing Satan to surrender, Breaking all the pow’rs of hell. 

 

 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us, From Your lowly manger cheer us, 

Gently lead us and be near us Till we join Your choir above. 
 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Reading ~ The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 

Luke 1:26-38 
26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored 

one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was 

troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said 

to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be 

great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of 

His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34 

Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”  35 And the angel answered and said to 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that 

Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived 

a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing will be 

impossible.” 38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And 

the angel departed from her. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 
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Congregation Hymn: “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”…………………………………….…..LSB #356  

(Cantate Domino Choiri stanza 1) 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 ~ St. Matthew tells of the birth of Christ. 
 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling 

to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these 

things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 

son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 

for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 

son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24When 

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 

his wife, 25but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his 

name Jesus. 
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Hymn: “O Joseph, Son of David”………………………(Festival Choir)……………………………….Traditional German 

 

“Joseph dearest, Joseph mine, Help me cradle the child divine; 

God reward thee and all that’s thine In paradise,” so prays the mother Mary. 

He came among us at Christmas tide, At Christmastide, in Bethlehem; 

Men shall bring Him from far and wide Love’s diadem; 

Jesus, Jesus, Lo, He come, and loves, and saves, and frees us! 

 

“Gladly, dear one, lady mine, Help I cradle this child of thine; 

God’s own light on us both shall shine In paradise, as prays the mother Mary.” 

He came among us at Christmastide, At Christmastide in Bethlehem; 

Men shall bring Him from far and wide Love’s diadem: 

Jesus, Jesus, Lo, He comes, and loves, and saves, and frees us! 
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Seventh Reading ~ St. Luke tells of the 

birth of Christ 

Luke 2:1-7      
1 And it came to pass in those days that a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2 This 

census first took place while Quirinius was 

governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his own city. 4 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 

the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it 

was, that while they were there, the days 

were completed for her to be delivered. 7 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Congregational Hymn: “O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is”……………...………….LSB #372 (Festival Choir vs. 1& 2) 

 

 

 

 
 

6     The world may hold 

    Her wealth and gold; 

But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 

    To Him hold fast 

    Until at last 

A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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Eighth Reading ~ The shepherds go to the manger. 
Luke 2:8-20    
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 

watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 

them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 
10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the 

sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a 

manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 

host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth 

peace, goodwill toward men!” 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from 

them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 

Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely 

known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those 

who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 

But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong: Thanks be to God! 

 

 
Congregational Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High”…………………………………..………..LSB #368 

(Cantate Domino Choir verse 1; Festival Choir verse 2; Congregation verse 3) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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  Congregation Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”………………………………….……………..LSB #380 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand for the Ninth Reading ~ St. John unfolds the mystery 

of the incarnation. 

 John 1:1-14                                               
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God.  2The same was in the beginning with God.  3All 

things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made 

that was made.  4In him was life; and the life was the light of 

men.  5And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness 

comprehended it not.  6There was a man sent from God, whose name 

was John.  7The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the 

Light, that all men through him might believe.  8He was not that 

Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true 

Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 10He 

was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world 

knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his own received him 

not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on 

his name:  13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  14And the 

Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 

full of grace and truth. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 
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Congregational Hymn: “All My Heart Again Rejoices”……………………..…………………………..LSB #360 
(Festival Choir vs. 3 & 5) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger Jesus calls One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; All you need I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! One and all,  

    Great and small, Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever There on high In that joy Which will vanish never. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Homily ~ “She Laid Him in a Manger” – Luke 2:7 

 

Offering ~ (Festival Choir) ~ “From Heaven Winging”……………………………………………………..Setting by Henry Gerike 

 

From heaven winging, Angels are singing. Gloria! Gloria! 

With joyful tiding, Peace now abiding. Gloria! Gloria! 

 

For sinners given The Son from heaven. Gloria! Gloria! 

Christ promised of old is born here, behold! Gloria! Gloria! 

 

God’s Son so lowly, Infant so holy. Gloria! Gloria! 

Join we the chorus God’s love is for us. Gloria! Gloria! 

 

Hymn and thanksgiving To God the living. Gloria! Gloria! 

With all creation, For our salvation. Gloria! Gloria! 

 

Offering ~ "O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is"…………………………………………………………………….Ronald A. Nelson 
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Prayers and Blessing of the Crèche  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Cong: Amen. 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord, for us men and for our salvation our Lord Jesus 

Christ came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit 

of the virgin Mary and was made man, thus fulfilling the word of the 

prophet Isaiah, “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 

His name Immanuel.” Let his crèche remind us that the Lord Jesus 

came into our flesh and is truly our Savior. 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

Cong: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, on this night You caused 

Your only-begotten Son to be born of the blessed virgin Mary for our 

salvation. Bless this crèche, which shows the wonders of that sacred 

birth, that all who behold it may ponder and adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully 

partake in His divine grace unto life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Cong: Amen.                                               

 

Concluding Collects ~ Benediction   

 

Closing Hymn: “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”…………………………………………………………… LSB #386 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 
Please be seated. The congregation will be dismissed by the ushers. 

 

Postlude: "All Praise to Thee, Eternal Christ"……………………………………………………………………Georg Boehm 
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The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on 

Christmas Eve 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, 

who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of 

King’s College after experience as an army chaplain.  The 

music was then directed by Arthur Henry Mann, Organist 

1876–1929. The choir included sixteen trebles as laid down in 

King Henry VI’s statutes, but until 1927 the men’s voices 

were provided partly by Choral Scholars and partly by older 

Lay Clerks, and not, as now, by fourteen undergraduates. 

A revision of the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of the lessons, 

and from that date the service has always begun with the hymn ‘Once in royal David’s city’. In 

almost every year some carols have been changed and some new ones introduced by successive 

organists.  The backbone of the service, the lessons and the prayers, has remained virtually 

unchanged. 

The original service was, in fact, adapted from an Order drawn up by E.W. Benson, later 

Archbishop of Canterbury, for use in the wooden shed, which then served as his cathedral in 

Truro, at 10 pm on Christmas Eve 1880. 

 

Almost immediately other churches adapted the service for their own use. A wider frame began 

to grow when the service was first broadcast in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been 

broadcast annually, even during the Second World War, when the ancient glass (and also all 

heat) had been removed from the Chapel and the name of King’s could not be broadcast for 

security reasons. Sometime in the early 1930s the BBC began broadcasting the service on 

overseas programs. Today it is estimated that there are millions of listeners worldwide. 

In these and other ways the service has become public property. From time to time the College 

receives copies of services held, for example, in the West Indies or the Far East and these show 

how widely the tradition has spread. The broadcasts, too, have become part of Christmas for 

many far from Cambridge. 

Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the music is provided by choir 

or congregation, the pattern and strength of the service, as Dean Milner-White pointed out, 

derive from the lessons and not the music. ‘The main theme is the development of the loving 

purposes of God ...’ seen ‘through the windows and words of the Bible’. Local interests appear, 

as they do here, in the bidding prayer, and personal circumstances give point to different parts of 

the service. Many of those who took part in the first service must have recalled those killed in the 

Great War when it came to the famous passage ‘all those who rejoice with us but on another 

shore and in a greater light’. The center of the service is still found by those who ‘go in heart and 

mind’ and who consent to follow where the story leads, that is, to the Christ-Child born in 

Bethlehem and placed in a manger. 

 

St. Paul’s is one congregation that has appreciated the service of Nine Lessons and Carols for 

many years now and has used it as a wonderful vehicle for the presentation of the Gospel on 

Christmas Eve.   

 


