
 
 

The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
The Sunday of the Centurion 

 
 

 
 

“And to the centurion Jesus said, 
‘Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.’ 

And the servant was healed at that very moment.” 
Matthew  8:13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

23 January A+D 2022 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and 

receive His gifts. Please sign our friendship folder in the pews and if you’re visiting for the first time, our guestbook in 

the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages. The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, 

and together we receive and extol them. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. 

Members of sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about 

our church and communion practices. 
 

Jesus Came for Gentiles, Too 

The Gospel of Christ is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Gentile 

(Rom. 1:8–17). Even in the Old Testament, the Gentiles were beneficiaries of God’s saving power. Though unimpressed at 

first with the Word of God, a Syrian commander is persuaded to receive that Word, and in the water he is cleansed and 

brought to faith in the God of Israel (2 Kings 5:1–15a). Evil is overcome by good (Rom 12:16–21). So also in the New 

Testament, a Roman centurion demonstrates great and humble faith in the Lord (Matt. 8:1–13). All he needs is the Word 

of Christ, for he trusts that Jesus’ Word of healing has authority to accomplish what it says. And indeed it does. The 

centurion’s faith is praised by our Lord above that of any Israelite. For the last shall be first, and the first last. Apart from 

faith in Christ, there is no salvation—not even for a Jew—but only weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

Service Notes: The Gloria Dei choir is singing for the 8:00 service;  Johanna Kumm is the Kantor for the 10:45 service.    

 

 Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our 

hearts to the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and 

grow in grace and holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 

 
  

 

              

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Divine Service  
Setting Three 

 

Prelude: Partita on DIX  (LSB #397: "As With Gladness Men of Old")……………….David P. Dahl  

 

403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race (8:00 a.m. – Choir vs. 4 & 5) 

 

 

 

 
 

6 And we are jubilant today, 

For You have washed our guilt away. 

O hear the glad new song we sing 

On this, the birthday of our King! 

    Alleluia! 

 

7 O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born, 

Let songs of praise Your name adorn, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

    Alleluia! 
 

© 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

© 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

 

 

  
 

 

 



Confession and Absolution 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit (Congregation chants bold) Ps. 97:1, 10-12; antiphon: Ps. 97:6, 9 

The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

and all the peoples see his | glory. 

For you, O LORD, are most high over | all the earth;* 

you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 

The LORD reigns, let the | earth rejoice;* 

let the many coast- | lands be glad! 

O you who love the LORD, hate | evil!* 

He preserves the lives of his saints; he delivers them from the hand of the | wicked. 

Light is sown for the | righteous,* 

and joy for the up- | right in heart. 

Rejoice in the LORD, O you | righteous,* 

and give thanks to his | holy name! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The heavens proclaim his | righteousness,* 

and all the peoples see his | glory. 

For you, O LORD, are most high over | all the earth;* 

you are exalted far a- | bove all gods. 
 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis  LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father.  Amen. 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

   P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and 

defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 
 

The Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 5:1–15 

1Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master and in high favor, because by him the LORD 

had given victory to Syria. He was a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. 2Now the Syrians on one of their raids had carried off a 

little girl from the land of Israel, and she worked in the service of Naaman’s wife. 3She said to her mistress, “Would that my lord 

were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.” 4So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so 

spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 5And the king of Syria said, “Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of Israel.” So he went, 

taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten changes of clothes. 6And he brought the letter to the king 

of Israel, which read, “When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you Naaman my servant, that you may cure him of his 

leprosy.” 7And when the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man 

sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Only consider, and see how he is seeking a quarrel with me.” 8But when Elisha the 

man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent to the king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him 

come now to me, that he may know that there is a prophet in Israel.” 9So Naaman came with his horses and chariots and stood at 

the door of Elisha’s house. 10And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh 

shall be restored, and you shall be clean.” 11But Naaman was angry and went away, saying, “Behold, I thought that he would surely 

come out to me and stand and call upon the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand over the place and cure the leper. 12Are 

not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he 

turned and went away in a rage. 13But his servants came near and said to him, “My father, it is a great word the prophet has spoken 

to you; will you not do it? Has he actually said to you, ‘Wash, and be clean’?” 14So he went down and dipped himself seven times in 

the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God, and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 
15Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and he came and stood before him. And he said, “Behold, I know 

that there is no God in all the earth but in Israel; so accept now a present from your servant.” 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

(Saturday) Gradual (Kantor) Ps. 102:15-16 

Nations will fear the name | of the LORD,* 

and all the kings of the earth will fear your | glory. 

For the LORD builds up | Zion;* 

he appears in his | glory. 

 



8:00 a.m. ~ Gradual: (Choir) “Commit Thy Way unto the Lord”…………...……...insert 

 Setting by Henry V. Gerike 

 

10:45 a.m. ~ Gradual ~ (Kantor) “I Know My Faith Is Founded”………..…………insert 

LSB #587 vs. 1 & 3 

 

The Epistle Lesson ~ Romans 1:8–17 

8First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9For God is 

my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10always in my 

prayers, asking that somehow by God’s will I may now at last succeed in coming to you. 11For I long to see you, that I 

may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 12that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other’s 

faith, both yours and mine. 13I want you to know, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have 

been prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14I am 

under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. 15So I am eager to preach the 

gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 

for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse……………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………………………LSB p. 190 
(Choir/Kantor) 

The LORD reigns, let the│ earth rejoice; let the many coast- │lands be glad!   

Alleluia…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….LSB p. 190 

 

Pastor:     The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 8th chapter. 

Cong:       Glory be to Thee, O Lord.                                                                        

Matthew 8:1–13 
1When [Jesus] came down from the mountain, great crowds followed him. 2And behold, a leper came 

to him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 3And Jesus stretched 

out his hand and touched him, saying, “I will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 
4And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and 

offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 5When he entered Capernaum, a 

centurion came forward to him, appealing to him, 6“Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, 

suffering terribly.” 7And he said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8But the centurion replied, “Lord, 

I am not worthy to have you come under my roof, but only say the word, and my servant will be 

healed. 9For I too am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he 

goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 10When Jesus heard this, he 

marveled and said to those who followed him, “Truly, I tell you, with no one in Israel have I found such faith. 11I tell you, 

many will come from east and west and recline at table with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven, 12while 

the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth.” 13And to the centurion Jesus said, “Go; let it be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed 

at that very moment. 

Pastor:     This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:      Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 



     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born 

 

 

 
 

5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 

Be with us on the battlefield, 

From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 

6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 

To God, whom all His hosts adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
 

Public domain 

 



Sermon: “Jesus Cares for Life” ~ Matthew 8:-13 
 

 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 Offering: NUN BITTEN WIR DEN HEILGEN GEIST  ("To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray")   -----Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

Service of the Sacrament 
We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  

Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 



412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

 

6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Public domain 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 



Closing Hymn: 734 I Trust, O Lord, Your Holy Name 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Postlude: Praeludium,Fuge and Ciacona………………………………………..Buxtehude 
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News and Notes 

 
 

 
 

 
Christ Academy Wednesdays at 5:30 -7:00 p.m. 

Cantate Domino Choir - at 5:00 p.m. 
Gloria Dei Choir – at 7:00 p.m. 

Handbell Choir – Monday at 6:00 p.m. 
 



 

“Honoring God’s House” ~ It’s not too late to give a gift or pledge to St. Paul’s Capital Campaign. Forms are located in various places in the church. 
Please prayerfully think on how you can help! Please make sure your pledges are up-to-date. 
 
 

 

New Date! St. Paul’s Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 30 at 12:30 p.m. 
A potluck meal will be served. Please bring something to share! 

 
 

Lutheran Witness Subscription Renewal ~ $22.68 – Due February 20, 2022 
 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________                                                      

 
If you would like to order altar flowers in memory of someone or in honor of a special occasion,  

please contact the church office at 712-322-4729. Cost: $48.00. 

                 

                                                                
Opportunities for Growth:  January 23-30,2022 

Sunday: 1/23/22 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/BC  
Monday: 1/24/22 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells 
Tuesday:  1/25/22 
 9:00 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
Wednesday: 1/30/19 
 9:00 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 5:00 p.m. -  Cantate Domino Choir  
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy 
 7:15 p.m. – Gloria Dei Choir 
Friday: 1/28/22 
 1:45 p.m. – Music at Risen Son 
Saturday: 1/29/22 
 5:00 p.m. – Worship - C 
Sunday: 1/30/22 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship – C 
 9:30am ~ SS/BC  
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship – C 
 12:30 p.m. – Annual Meeting/Potluck 

 

                                                             St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                                                                          The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod/www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   School 
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Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                          Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                           hb.stpauls@gmail.com                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                 School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                            Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
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