
 Prayer and Preaching 

Advent 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

L Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

L Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

L Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Canticle (Children) 

C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

And you will say in that day: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

 

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

 

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has become my salvation. 

 

Children Recitation 

 

Psalm 139:1–18 Psalm 139:1–18 

1O LORD, you have searched me and | known me!* 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

you discern my thoughts | from afar. 

3You search out my path and my | lying down* 

and are acquainted with | all my ways. 

4Even before a word is | on my tongue,* 

behold, O LORD, you know it alto- | gether. 

5You hem me in, behind | and before,* 

and lay your hand up- | on me. 



6Such knowledge is too wonder- | ful for me;* 

it is high; I cannot | attain it. 

7Where shall I go from your | Spirit?* 

Or where shall I flee from your | presence? 

8If I ascend to heaven, | you are there!* 

If I make my bed in Sheol, | you are there! 

9If I take the wings of the | morning* 

and dwell in the uttermost parts | of the sea, 

10even there your hand shall | lead me,* 

and your right hand shall | hold me. 

11If I say, “Surely the darkness shall | cover me,* 

and the light about me | be night,” 

12even the darkness is not | dark to you;* 

the night is bright as the day, 

for darkness is as | light with you. 

13For you formed my | inward parts;* 

you knitted me together in my | mother’s womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonder- | fully made.* 

Wonderful are your works; 

my soul knows it | very well. 
15My frame was not hid- | den from you,* 

when I was being made in secret, 

intricately woven in the depths | of the earth. 
16Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 

in your book were written, every | one of them,* 

the days that were formed for me, 

when as yet there were | none of them. 
17How precious to me are your thoughts, | O God!* 

How vast is the | sum of them! 
18If I would count them, they are more | than the sand.* 

I awake, and I am still | with you. 

 

 

Responsory (Advent) 

L Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

L In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness. 

 

Catechism 

 

Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs 

to your neighbor. 



 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The First Article 

Creation 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

What does this mean? 

I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, 

my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

  

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He 

richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 

  

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, divine 

goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

Sermon: “Soul and Body Given” ~ Psalm 139:1-18 

 



794 The Lord, My God, Be Praised (Children verse 1) 
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Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling 

of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day 

 

 

 

 



Collect for the Word 

P. Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 

and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C. Amen. 

 

Evening Prayer 

In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

  

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer. 

 

New Testament Canticle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Benedicamus 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Benediction 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 

 

346 When All the World Was Cursed (Children verse 1.) 
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