
 

 

 
 

The Second Sunday in Advent 
 

 
 

“Heaven and earth will pass away,  
but my words will not pass away.” 

Luke 21:33 

 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Second Sunday in Advent 

4 December A+D 2022 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and 

receive His gifts. If you’re visiting for the first time, please, sign our guestbook in the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church 

throughout the ages. The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, 

and together we receive and extol them. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. 

Members of sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about 

our church and communion practices. 
 

Hija Zion: The Sunday of the Fig Tree ~ “The Lord Is Yet to Come Again” 

The Lord Comes on the Last Day 

The day on which our Lord returns will be a “great and awesome day” (Mal. 4:5). For He will come in a cloud with great 

power and glory. To the wicked and the proud, it will be a Day of judgment that will “set them ablaze” (Mal. 4:1). The 

signs preceding this Day will bring them fear and fainting. But to those who believe, who fear the name of the Lord, this 

Day is one to look forward to and rejoice in: “. . . straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing 

near” (Luke 21:28). Christ our Redeemer is coming; the Sun of Righteousness will bring healing in His wings. Let us, then, 

give attention to the words of the Lord, which do not pass away. Let us “through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures” (Rom. 15:4) be strengthened in our hope by the Holy Spirit and watch diligently for 

Jesus’ coming. Then, by God’s grace, we shall escape all these things that will come to pass and stand before the Son of 

Man. 
 

Service Notes:  The Gloria Dei Choir is providing special music for the 8:00 service.  The Ferris Family Kantorei is singing 

for the 10:45 service. 

 

 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to 

the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in 

grace and holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.          

 

              
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Divine Service  
Setting Three 

 
 

Prelude: Partita on WACHET AUF! RUFT UNS DIE STIMME ("Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying")……………………………………Robert Lau 

 

10:45 a.m. Holy Baptism……………………………………………………………………………………….LSB p. 268 

Baptism of Trinity Mae Ennette Bazer, granddaughter of Tommy and Ashly Knipe. 

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending (8:00 Choir vs. 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 
poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 

Introit (congregation chants bold) Ps. 80:1,3,14,17; antiphon: Is. 62:11b; 30:30,29 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

“Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

Restore us, | O God;* 

let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Turn again, O | God of hosts!* 

Look down from | heaven, and see. 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,* 

the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

“Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

 

 Kyrie
 LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

 

Gloria in Excelsis (Omitted during Advent) LSB 187 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 

 

Pastor:  Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to 

serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Cong: Amen 

 

Old Testament Reading ~ Malachi 4:1–6 

1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day 

that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But for 

you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves 

from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when 

I act, says the LORD of hosts. 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded 

him at Horeb for all Israel. 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 

comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and 

strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 

 

8:00 a.m. Gradual (Gloria Dei Choir) “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”………...Bach 
 

10:45 a.m. Gradual (Kantorei) “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”…...LSB #516 vs. 1-2 

 

The Epistle Lesson ~ Romans 15:4–13 

4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the 

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to 

live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with one voice glorify the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the 

promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.” 10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with 

his people.” 11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him.” 12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 13May the God of 

hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand  

Alleluia and Verse……………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………..…..LSB p. 190 

Verse (Choir/Kantorei) The powers of the heavens will be │shaken,* 

 and then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great │ glory. Alleluia 

Verse………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..LSB p. 190 

 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 21st chapter. 

Cong:    Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

Luke 21:25–36 

25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the 

roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For 

the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and 



great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption 

is drawing near.” 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon as they come out in leaf, 

you see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you 

know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed 

down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35For it 

will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have 

strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:     Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come   (Choir/Kantorei vs. 3) 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Sermon: “Behold the day is coming” ~ Malachi 4:1-6 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 Offering: ES IST GEWIBLICH AN DER ZEIT  ("The Day is Surely Drawing Near")…………………………………….Johann Sebastian Bach  

 
Stand 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  

Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 



Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this 
cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 



 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



514 The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
 



Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

 
 

Postlude: "Toccata in F-Major"………………………………………….Dietrich Buxtehude 
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In our prayers we remember: Christine Circo, Bob Finke, Andrea Burns, Dawn Letcher (daughter of Tony & Shirley Gust), Jan Goodin, 

Chris Rochleau, Dixie Roberts, Elizabeth Bowerman, Carol Brockmann, Mary Ann Wege, Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Brad White, Elaine 

Goodwin (Pastor Tews & Karen Burns sister), Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Jonathan Freeman (student of Coreen 

Trost), Donna Wilson (Theresa Bowerman’s mother) Bob Shelton (father of Dana & Corey Shelton), Irvin Termuende (brother-in-law 

of Eileen Termuende), Greg Ash (nephew of Louise Rettig, cousin of Bambi Heckerman), Theresa Cravey (Tom and Sue Trede’s 

daughter), Tom Rettig (son of Louise Rettig, brother of Bambi Heckerman), Jeannie Bates (Shelly Hanson’s mother), Patricia Sunburg 

(Don Mathisen’s sister); 

 

Jan Goodin and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 

Rev. Bill Caughey and the congregation of St. Paul Lutheran, Oakland, Iowa; 
 

Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Nathan Moeller -members of St. Paul’s, 

Justin Carlton, husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art Bandomer, Joey 

Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Jared Naja (nephew of Laura Goodwin), Cory 

Bartles (friend of Shaylie Gardner); 

 

 

News and Notes 
 

 
 

 

Dinner served beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
Cantate Domino Choir – 5:00 p.m. 

Advent Worship – 6:30 p.m. 
Handbell Choir – Mondays at 6:00 p.m.  
Gloria Dei Choir – Mondays at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 

Items needed for the General Store: hairbrushes, shaving razors, aftershave, vitamin E cream, men’s and women’s 
body wash/lotion/matching shampoo and conditioner, medium size note pads, gloves/hats/scarves, slipper socks 
size: Med/ Lrg/XL, nail polish, cans of soda, coin purses, tumbler cups with lids, colored pencils, markers, coloring 
books/word search books, All Items need to be not opened and new please. Angel also has a listed of additional 

items for the Christmas Store: knick knacks, jewelry, sweatpants, shirts, potholders/dish towels, wallets, clocks, mugs, kid gift items, throw blankets 
any items to give family/friends for Christmas. Volunteer Opportunities at Bethany—Now that the Home & the Heights can have visitors they are 
asking for more volunteers in these areas: outdoor activities with plants & planters, musical programs, playing piano at worship services at Chapel 
(in the Home) & the Heights, crafts or games with the residents, help with the General Store, be on the prayer ministry team (will be notified by 
phone/email or prayer requests), pray or read devotions to residents at the Home and community members at the Heights, and visit residents and 
community members. Contact Tracey, Angela, or Cece Mickells (Mickells@blhs.care) at 712-328-9500 with any questions. A special event at the 
Heights “The Polar Express” is planned on Thursday, December 15 to celebrate community members and their families. It will take 10-20 volunteers 
to help with this event. Again, contact Cece Mickells if you can help, at contact information given above. As always remember to keep the community 
members, residents, and staff in your prayers. 
 

 

“Christmas is also a time to contemplate the gift of mortal LIFE through the miracle of birth. Christmas is the gift of LOVE that moms and dads shower 
on their children by saying yes to life—sometimes under very difficult circumstances. Regardless of the challenges, God has a perfect plan for each 
life that He brings into the world, and His will for them is to out-sparkle and out-shine any ornament.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues Institute 
– A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 

 

 

Boxed Christmas Cards are available in the Heritage Room. 
$5.00 per box 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Mickells@blhs.care


Christmas Program at SPLECC 
Wednesday ~ 11:00 a.m. 

Everyone is invited to attend! 
 
 

Poinsettias for the Christmas Season 
$7.00 per plant 

Orders due: December 11th 
Make checks payable to: St. Paul’s 

 
Number of Plants ______________________ 

 
In Memory/Honor of: ________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

From your Endowment and Legacy Board:  Planning for the future can be stressful.  As we age, decision making tends to quicken 
oftentimes bringing stress, and having our affairs in order can bring a great deal of peace.  If you are thinking you’d like to include St. 
Paul’s in your estate planning, Jim Schroeder our congregation’s Christian Estate Planning Counselor can assist you.  He can be reached 
at 515-490-7371 or jim@iowadistrictwest.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jim@iowadistrictwest.org


Opportunities for Growth:  December 4-11, 2022 
Sunday: 12/4/22 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Monday: 12/5/22 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells 
 7:00 p.m. – Gloria Dei Choir 
Tuesday: 12/6/22 
 11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting  
 2:00 p.m. – Music at Midlands 
Wednesday: 12/7/22 
 11:00 a.m. – Christmas Program - SPLECC 
 5:00 p.m. – Cantate Domino/5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy/6:30 p.m. – Advent Worship 
Thursday: 12/8/22 
 6:00 p.m. – SPLECC Board 
 7:00 p.m. - Council 
Friday: 12/9/22 
 2:30 p.m. – Music at Risen Son 
 6:30 p.m. – Music Conservatory Recital 
Saturday: 12/10/22 
 10:00 a.m. Music Conservatory Recital 
Sunday: 12/11/22 
     8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  ~ Worship - C 
 9:30am ~ SS/BC 
  
  

                      

  

                                                                        St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                                                           The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod      

                                                     stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                                                                                                       
 
Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                                                                                                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                                                                                                                                   712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Director - Becca Heinicke 
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               becca.heinick@splecc.org 
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com  
Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                             Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 
rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                   heidi.bernhards@splecc.org                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                    School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                              Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

 


