
  

 

The Circumcision and Name of Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised,  

he was called Jesus…” 

Luke 2:21a 
 

  

 

 

 

 



New Year’s Day 

1 January A+D 2023 
 

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and 

receive His gifts. Please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 
 

 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout 

the ages. The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together 

we receive and extol them. 
 

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the  practice of close communion. Members 

of sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who 

are not members of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church 

and communion practices. 
 

Jesus Blesses Us with His Name and Saves Us with His Blood 

Our newborn God keeps the Law for us and brings Abraham’s promises to their fulfillment when He is circumcised. It is 

there that the name above all names is “bestowed on him” (Phil. 2:9), “the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb”: Jesus, which means “the Lord saves” (Luke 2:21). He sheds the first drops of His precious blood 

in accordance with this name and in anticipation of His cross, “for he will save his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). The 

law’s captivity gives way to the freedom of faith in Christ Jesus, who cuts a new covenant in His blood to be received by 

faith, whether male or female, Jew or Greek (Gal. 3:23–28). His name is given to us in Holy Baptism, and we are made 

sons of God and “heirs according to promise,” true offspring of Abraham by faith (Gal. 3:29). Eight days after the 

celebration of our Lord’s birth, a new “Year of our Lord” is begun in Jesus’ holy name and with His benediction. Jesus is 

the Lord, and by this name we are blessed (Num. 6:22–27). 

 

Service Notes: Derek Stephenson will be the Kantor for the 8:00 service. Will True will play distribution music. The Ferris 

Family Kantorei will provide music for the 10:45 service with Jonathan Sherrill providing distribution music. 
 

Opening Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our 

hearts to the ministry of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and 

grow in grace and holiness. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.                   

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Divine Service    

 Setting One  
Prelude: Partita on LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN ("Let All Together Praise Our God")………….Johann Gottfried Walther 

During the singing of the first hymn please stand for the procession of the cross, symbolic of Christ’s presence among us.  
  

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 

 

7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 
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Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  

  

 P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C Amen.  
 P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
 C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  

  

 P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.  
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.  
  
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 C Amen.  

 

Service of the Word  
Introit (Congregation chants bold) Ps. 98:1-3; antiphon: Ps. 124:8 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done | marvelous things!* 

His right hand and his holy arm have worked salva- | tion for him. 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation | of our God. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Our help is in the name | of the LORD,* 

who made | heaven and earth. 

   

 Kyrie  LSB 152  

 P  In peace let us pray to the Lord.  
 C  Lord, have mercy.  
 P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.  

 C Lord, have mercy.  

 P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 C Amen.  

  



 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 P The Lord be with you.  

 C And also with you.  

 P    Let us pray. Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing and 

love the times yet to come.  In the new year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen.  

  
Sit  

Old Testament Reading ~ Numbers 6:22–27 

22The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you 

shall say to them, 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 27So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, 

and I will bless them.” 

Pastor:   This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual (Kantor/Kantorei) “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”……………LSB #733 vs. 1-3, 6 

 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 

 

 Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, And our defense is sure. 

 

 Before the hills in order stood Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 

 

 O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last And our eternal home! 
 

Public domain 

 

The Epistle Lesson ~ Galatians 3:23–29 
23Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. 24So 

then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has 

come, we are no longer under a guardian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. 27For as many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there 

is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, 

heirs according to promise. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong:   Thanks be to God.                                                                                     
 

Stand                                                                                                                           

Alleluia and Verse………………………………………………………LSB p. 156  
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

Cong:    Glory be to You, O Lord. 
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Luke 2:21 
21And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was 

conceived in the womb. 

Pastor:    This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Cong:     Praise be to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed  
C     I believe in one God, the Father  Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.  
   And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten  Son of God,  begotten of His Father before all worlds,  
             God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made,  
             being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made;  
             who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary  and was made                                                                    

 man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried.  
  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
    And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.  
   
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,      

   who spoke by the prophets.  

 
  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the 

 resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to come. Amen.  
  

Sit  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

Under all the mighty heav’n 

Whereby those to sin enslaved 

Burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

Human name of God above; 

Pleading only this, we flee 

Helpless, O our God, to Thee. 
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Sit  
 

Sermon: “What’s in a name?” ~ Luke 2:21 

Stand  
  

Prayer of the Church  

  
Following the prayers, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).  
  

Sit  

Offering: DER TAG, DER IST SO FREUDENREICH  ("O Hail This Brightest Day of Days")…………..Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

Stand  

Service of the Sacrament  
 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  
Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface  LSB 160  

 P  The Lord be with you.  
 C  And also with you.  
 P Lift up your hearts.  

 C We lift them to the Lord.  

 P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when He 



comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying:  
  

Sanctus  LSB 161  

 C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna. Hosanna.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
  

  

Lord’s Prayer  

  

The Words of Our Lord  

  

Pax Domini  LSB 163  

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 C Amen.  

  

Agnus Dei  LSB 163  
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb 

of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of 

God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.  
 Sit  
 8:00 a.m. – “The First Noel” ~ “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

10:45 a.m. – “Ding, Dong, Merrily on High” ~ “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

 

 

 
 

6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 

    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 

    As we, like angels, sing His praise. 

        Alleluia! 

 

7 All this for us our God has done 

Granting love through His own Son. 

    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 

    And sing His praise with endless voice. 

        Alleluia! 
 

© 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969.; © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 

100010969. 
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898 The Ancient Law Departs  Please stand for verse 5. 

 

 



 

Public domain 

 

 

392 God Loves Me Dearly 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

390 Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Stand  
     

Thank the Lord  LSB 164  

 C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.  
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.  
  

Post-Communion Collect  

 P Let us pray.  



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You 

would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 C Amen.  

 

 

897 O Rejoice, Ye Christians, Loudly 
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Benediction  LSB 166  

 P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The 

Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.  
 C Amen.  

  

 Postlude: KOMM, HEILIGER GEIST, HERRE GOTT ("Come, Holy Ghost, Come Our Own God")………..Bach 
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In our prayers we remember: Paul & Norma Johnson, Bob Finke, Andrea Burns, Dawn Letcher (daughter of Tony & Shirley Gust), Jan Goodin, Chris 
Rochleau, Dixie Roberts, Elizabeth Bowerman, Carol Brockmann, Mary Ann Wege, Allen Timm, Jean Volkens, Brad White, Elaine Goodwin (Pastor Tews 
& Karen Burns sister), Donny Kadereit (son of Don & Marsha Kadereit), Jonathan Freeman (student of Coreen Trost), Donna Wilson (Theresa 
Bowerman’s mother) Bob Shelton (father of Dana & Corey Shelton), Irvin Termuende (brother-in-law of Eileen Termuende), Greg Ash (nephew of 
Louise Rettig, cousin of Bambi Heckerman), Theresa Cravey (Tom and Sue Trede’s daughter), Tom Rettig (son of Louise Rettig, brother of Bambi 
Heckerman), Jeannie Bates (Shelly Hanson’s mother), Patricia Sunburg (Don Mathisen’s sister), Linda Nagel (mother of Shaylie Gardner’s friend); 

 

Barb Kallesen and all other St. Paul’s Shut-Ins; 
Rev. Bill Clark and the congregation of Timothy Lutheran Church; 
 

Those serving in the armed forces... Dustin Bathen, grandson of Jan Steenbock, David Letcher, Nathan Moeller -members of St. Paul’s, Justin Carlton, 
husband of Kathryn Charlton, granddaughter of Bill Johannes, Matthew Bandomer, grandson of Art Bandomer, Joey Greiner, nephew of Joni Doiron, 
Matthew James Harris, nephew of Mark & Erika Harris, Jared Naja (nephew of Laura Goodwin), Cory Bartles (friend of Shaylie Gardner); 
 

Those celebrating a wedding anniversary this week: Terry & Karin Smothers, Scott & Debbie Schreiber.                                                      
 

News and Notes 
 

 

 
 

There will be Christ Academy this Wednesday! 
Christ Academy Wednesday evenings: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. 

Dinner served beginning at 4:30 p.m. 
Cantate Domino Choir – 5:00 p.m. 

 
Special Epiphany Worship – Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Gloria Dei Choir – Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. 

Handbell Choir – Mondays at 6:00 p.m.  
 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING 
In order to allow our newest members to become voters and participate in our Annual Voters Meeting, it will be necessary to call a short one-
topic voters meeting for January 8th after the second service. 
 
At that meeting, we will be asking our current voters to amend our church By-Laws so that a new member can request Voter status at any Voters 
meeting or through a request to the Elders. Exact wording changes can be viewed in the church office. 
 
Thank you for your support of this process. The Annual Voter's Meeting for our Congregation has been scheduled for January 29th after the 
second service 
(The newsletter calendar date of January 22nd is incorrect) 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Thank you for all of the Christmas greetings and gifts. We are truly blessed to have such a wonderful church family. Christmas blessings to all of 
you and a Happy New Year! 
Pastor & Tina and family, Pastor Frank & Sandra and family, Pastor & Susan Tews, Dr. C, and Rosemary 

 

 
“[Jesus] will care for you until you stand before His throne. Trust Him. Seek Him. Serve Him. Love Him. He’s your King. He suffered and died for you. 
He rose for you. He only has words of love and promise to speak to you. So, when all is equal for you on your deathbed, you can rejoice and say, 
‘Come quickly, my King,’ because He has given you the promise, ‘You will be with me in paradise.’” Rev. Peter Sulzle, St. John Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Redwood Falls, Minnesota – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org   

 
Men’s Breakfast – Tuesday, January 3rd at 6:00 a.m. at the Madison Ave. HyVee. 

 

 

The church office will be closed on Monday. 



 
 
 
 

Opportunities for Growth:  January 1 – 8, 2023 
Sunday: 1/1/23 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Tuesday: 1/3/23 
 6:00 a.m. – Men’s Breakfast 
 11:30 a.m. – Staff Meeting 
Wednesday: 1/4/23 
 9:00 a.m. – Chapel - SPLECC  
 5:00 p.m. – Cantate Domino Choir 
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy 
 6:30 p.m.  – Epiphany Worship 
Thursday: 1/5/23 
 9:00 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
Friday: 1/6/23 
 1:45 a.m. – Music at Risen Son 
Sunday: 1/8/23 
     8:00 a.m. – Worship – C 
 9:45 a.m. – SS/ABC 
 10:45 a.m. – Worship – C 
 Special Voters’ Meeting after the late service 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church         
St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center   

     St. Paul’s Music Conservatory  

                                                         Two Locations           

   One Word  
                                                                The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod 

  
  

                                                                  The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod / www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org                                                                                              
  

Church                                                                 School  

239 Frank St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                                                                                                                                                             Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501  
712-322-4729                                                                                                                                                                                        712-322-3294  
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Director – Becca Heinicke       

Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                                                                                                                                                  director.stpauls@gmail.com    

nathansherrill1978@gmail.com  

Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank  
Cell: 712-269-3683  
pastorfrank239@gmail.com  
Director of Music /Head Organist                                                                                                  

 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             

 drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com  
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    

 Secretary – Rosemary Paul                                                                                                                                                                                                Secretary – Heidi Bernhards 

rosemarypaul57@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                                               hb.stpauls@gmail.com                       

Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                        School Office Hours: 

Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                              Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.   
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