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It is requested, out of respect for the Word of God and the music, 

that silence be observed at the beginning of the pre-service music 

and that electronic devices be silenced. 

 

 
 

Pre-Service: 

“Angels We Have Heard on High”………………………………………………………………………………Arr. Fred Gramann 

Three French Carols………………………………………………………………………………………………….Arr. Brian Terro 

“Silent Night”…………………………………………………………………………………..…………………..Arr. Jason W. Krug 
 

 

The Service of “Nine Lessons and Carols” 
Please stand and face the processional cross as it enters. 

 

Processional Hymn: “Once in Royal David’s City”.................................................LSB #376 (Solo vs. 1 ~ Cong: vs. 2-5) 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
Public domain 

 

Bidding Prayer ~ Lord’s Prayer 

C   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 

 

Carol: “Sing We Now of Jesus” (Cantate Domino Choir)…………………………………………………………………….arr. Michael Burkhardt 

Sing we now of Jesus, Born on Christmas Day. Sing we now of Jesus, Born on bed of hay. 

Lift up your voice, With all the world rejoice; Sing we now of Jesus, Born to light our way. 

 

 

First Reading ~ Genesis 3:8-19 ~ Man’s fall into sin and the first promise of a Savior. 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, 

and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the 

trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, Where are 

you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” 12 Then the man 

said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 13 And the LORD God said to 

the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the LORD 

God said to the serpent: “Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all cattle, And more than every beast 

of the field; On your belly you shall go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life. 15 And I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall 

bruise His heel.” 16 To the woman He said: “I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall 

bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.”  Then to Adam He said, 

“Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 

‘You shall not eat of it’: “ Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 8 Both 

thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you 

shall eat bread till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall 

return.”  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.  

Cong: Thanks be to God!    

 

 

 

Congregational Hymn: “All My Heart Again Rejoices………………………………………………LSB #360 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger Jesus calls One and all, “You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you You are freed; All you need I will surely give you.” 

 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! One and all, Great and small, Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever There on high In that joy Which will vanish never. 
 

Public domain 
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Second Reading ~ Isaiah prophesies the birth of the Christ-child who would reign as King. 

Isaiah 9:1–7  

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the 

Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land 

of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 3You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice 

before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4For the yoke of his burden, and the 

staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For every boot of the 

tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For to us a 

child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the increase of his government and of 

peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong: Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Anthem: (Cantate Domino Choir) “For Unto Us a Child Is Born”…………………………………………………….G. F. Handel 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, unto us a Son is given; 

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given, unto us a Son is given, 

And the government shall be upon His shoulder; 

And the government shall be up His shoulder; 

And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, 

The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace, 

The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Reading ~ Isaiah prophesies peace through the “Branch of Jesse.” 

Isaiah 11:1-10                                               

 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the 

LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of 

knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And He shall not judge by the sight 

of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 4 But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips 

He shall slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist. 6 “The 

wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and 

the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie 

down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s hole, And the 

weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the 

earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 “ And in that day there shall be a 

Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall 

be glorious.” 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord 

Cong:  Thanks be to God!  



-5- 

 

Congregational Hymn: “Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming”………………………………………….……LSB #359 

(Festival Choir verse 3) 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

Fourth Reading ~ Micah prophecies of the Ruler in Israel who would bring peace. 

Micah 5:2-5 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for 

me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3Therefore he shall give them up 

until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
4And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his 

God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. 5And he shall be their peace.  

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Anthem (Festival Choir) “And Christ Shall Be Our Peace”…………………………………………………………..K. Lee Scott 

“And Christ shall be our peace,” the prophet said of old,  

“His coming is from ancient days, the Shepherd to His fold. 

From Judah’s tribe in Bethlehem shall come is King so long foretold.” 

And Christ shall be our strength; His own shall well secure; 

His kingdom spread through all the earth forever to endure. 

For His dear flock He conquered death, o’er sin and grace to be the cure. 

And Christ shall be our hope through all our weary day. 

His rod and staff our feet direct to guide us in His ways. 

Though slow our steps and dark our paths, 

He shall our troubled hearts up-raise. 

And Christ shall be our joy; help us this joy to share with this, our lost and dying world. 

Help us Your grace declare, that all may know Your mighty pow’r and tender love beyond compare, 

Your love beyond compare. 
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Fifth Reading: Luke 1:26-38 ~ The angel Gabriel salutes the Virgin Mary. 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly 

troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35And the angel answered 

her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 

to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived 

a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And 

Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed 

from her. 
Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Hymn: “What Child Is This?”…………………………………………………………………….……LSB #370 
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Sixth Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 ~ St. Matthew tells of the birth of Christ. 
18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before 

they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just man 

and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But as he considered these things, behold, an 

angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 

for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 

he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 

us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew 

her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Hymn: “See amid the Winter's Snow”……………………………………………….LSB #373 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Seventh Reading ~ St. Luke tells of the 

birth of Christ 

Luke 2:1-7      
1 And it came to pass in those days that a 

decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 

all the world should be registered. 2 This 

census first took place while Quirinius was 

governing Syria. 3 So all went to be 

registered, everyone to his own city. 4 

Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 

the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city 

of David, which is called Bethlehem, 

because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it 

was, that while they were there, the days 

were completed for her to be delivered. 7 

And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 

and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and 

laid Him in a manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
 

Congregational Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night”………………………………………………………LSB #363 
(Festival Choir first in German; Congregation in English) 

 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht! 

Alles schläft, einsam wacht 

Nur das traute, hochheilige Paar. 

Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh, 

    Schlaf in himmlischer Ruh. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Public domain 
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Eighth Reading ~ The shepherds go to the manger. 
Luke 2:8-20    
8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And 

behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 

afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will 

be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 

will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on 

earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord 

has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 

Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And 

all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these 

things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 

that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong: Thanks be to God! 
 

Anthem (Festival Choir and Cantate Domino Choir) “On This Day Earth Shall Ring”………………………..arr. David Cherwien 

On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing to the Lord, Christ our King, 

 born on earth to save us; him the Father gave us. Ideo, Ideo, Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

His the doom ours the mirth; when he came down to earth 

Bethlehem saw his birth; ox and ass beside him from the cold would hide him. Ideo, Ideo, Ideo glora in excelsis Deo. 

 

God’s bright star, o’er his head, Wise Men three to him led; 

Kneel they low by his bed, lay their gifts before him, praise him and adore him. Ideo, Ideo, Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring, 

Praising Christ, heaven’s King, born on earth to save us, Peace he gave us. Ideo, Ideo, gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

  Congregation Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”………………………………….……………..LSB #380 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 
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Please stand for the Ninth Reading ~ St. John unfolds the mystery of the incarnation. 

 John 1:1-14                                               
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2The same 

was in the beginning with God.  3All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.  4In him was life; and the life was the light of men.  5And the light shineth in 

darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7The same 

came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.  8He was not that Light, but 

was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 11He came unto his own, and his 

own received him not. 12But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to 

them that believe on his name:  13Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 

but of God.  14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 

begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

Cong:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Congregational Hymn: “Of the Father's Love Begotten”………………………………………………..LSB #384 

(Festival Choir verse 1) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 
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Homily ~ “And it came to pass” ~ Luke 2:1-20 

 

 

Offering ~ (Festival Choir) ~ “The Great God of Heaven”……………………………………………………...setting: Carl Schalk 

 

The great God of heaven is come down to earth, 

His mother a virgin, and sinless His birth;  

The Father eternal, His father a lone; 

He sleeps in the manger; He reigns on the throne. 

 

Refrain: Then let us adore Him and praise His great love; 

To save us poor sinners, He came from above. 

 

Lo, here is Emmanuel, here is the Child, 

The Son that was promised to Mary so mild; 

Whose pow’r and dominion shall ever increase, 

The Prince that shall rule o’er a kingdom of peace. Refrain 

 

The Word in the bliss of the Godhead remains, 

Yet in flesh comes to suffer the keenest of pains: 

He is that He was and forever shall be, 

But becomes that He was not for you and for me. Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 
Prayers and Blessing of the Crèche  

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Cong: Amen. 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord, for us men and for our salvation our Lord 

Jesus Christ came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 

Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man, thus 

fulfilling the word of the prophet Isaiah, “a virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 

Let his crèche remind us that the Lord Jesus came into our 

flesh and is truly our Savior. 

 Our help is in the name of the Lord.  

Cong: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

Cong: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, on this night You 

caused Your only-begotten Son to be born of the blessed 

virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless this crèche, which shows 

the wonders of that sacred birth, that all who behold it may 

ponder and adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may 

joyfully partake in His divine grace unto life eternal; through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

Cong: Amen.                                               

 

 

 

Concluding Collects ~ Benediction   
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Closing Hymn: “Joy to the World”………………………………………………………………………..LSB #387 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 
Please be seated. The congregation will be dismissed by the ushers. 

 

Postlude: IN DULCI JUBILO……………………………………………………………………………………..Paul Otto Manz 
 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

  

Pastor:    Rev. Nathan Sherrill 

Associate Pastor:   Rev. Timothy Frank 

Hand Bell Director:  Rev. James Tews 

Bells:    St. Paul’s English Handbell Choir 

Organist:     Dr. J Gordon Christensen 

Brass:    Rachel Johnson & Corey Shelton 

Violinist:    Emma Milbrath 

Soloist:    Hector Raymond 

Choir Directors:   Rev. Timothy Frank, Rev. James Tews 

Accompanists:   Tina Sherrill, Rev. Timothy Frank,  

Rev. James Tews 

Acolyte:    Bradley Adams 

 

    

 

 


