
  

  

Oculi 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
“Christ Suffered the Opposition of the Demons” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

“But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, 

 then the kingdom of God has come upon you.”  

Luke 11:20 

 



Oculi: The Sunday of the Dumb Demoniac 

12 March A+D 2023 
  

Welcome in Jesus’ name to our guests this holy day. We pray God’s richest blessings to you as we hear His Word and receive His gifts. 
If you’re visiting for the first time, please sign our guestbook in the narthex. 
 

Worship at St. Paul’s is conducted according to the historic, liturgical worship patterns of the Christian Church throughout the ages. 
The rhythm of worship is from our God to us, and then from us back to Him. He gives His gifts, and together we receive and extol them. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month.  St. Paul’s observes the biblical practice of close communion. Members of 
sister congregations of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors who are not members 
of the LC-MS to speak with one of our pastors if you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 
 
 

Oculi: The Sunday of the Dumb Demoniac 
“Christ Suffered the Opposition of the World” 
Jeremiah was charged with speaking evil when he spoke the Word of the Lord (Jer. 26:1–15). So also, Jesus is accused of doing evil 
when in fact He is doing good. He casts out a demon from a mute man so that he is able to speak (Luke 11:14–28). But some said Jesus 
did this by the power of Beelzebub, Satan. Like Pharaoh of old, their hearts were hard (Ex. 8:16–24). They did not recognize the finger 
of God, the power of the Holy Spirit at work in and through Jesus. Jesus is the Stronger Man who overcomes the strong man. He takes 
the devil’s armor of sin and death and destroys it from the inside out by the holy cross. He exorcizes and frees us by water and the 
Word. We were once darkness, but now we are light in Christ the Lord (Eph. 5:1–9). As children of light, our tongues are loosed to give 
thanks to Him who saved us.  
 

 
Service Notes: Martin Seipold is the Kantor for the 8:00 service. Elizabeth Johnson will provide distribution music. Organist for the first 

communion distribution hymn in the 8:00 service (LSB #453 "Upon the Cross Extended") is Timothy Johnson, organ student of Dr. C. 

The Cantate Domino Choir will be singing at the 10:45 service. Ashley Mohling will be the flutist. Pastor Sherrill and family will be on 

vacation through the 19th. 

Prayer:  O Lord, our God, as we come before You to worship You in spirit and truth, we ask You to open our hearts to the ministry 

of Your Word. Lead us to truly repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen.          

 
               

  

  

   
  

   
  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 



Divine Service  

Setting Three  
8:00 a.m. Prelude: “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”……..……..Arr. Machael Mazzatenta 

10:45 a.m. Prelude: “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”…………..Arr. Machael Mazzatenta,  “Ah, Holy Jesus”……………………………Arr. Brenda E. Austin 

 
 

604 I Bind unto Myself Today                                                                         Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Confession and Absolution  
Stand  

  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.  
  
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of    

our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  Our help is in the name of the Lord,  

C who made heaven and earth.  
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

Cand You forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
  

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.  
  
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father,  
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 

You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  
  
P  Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 

all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen.  
  

Service of the Word  
Kyrie   LSB 186  

C  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day    

P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit.  

   P  Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and bring 

them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.  
  

Sit  
The Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 26:1–15 
1In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came from the LORD: 2“Thus says the LORD: Stand 

in the court of the LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD all the words that I 

command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word. 3It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil way, that I may 

relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them because of their evil deeds. 4You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not 

listen to me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, 5and to listen to the words of my servants the prophets whom I send to you 

urgently, though you have not listened, 6then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a curse for all the nations of 

the earth.’” 7The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of the LORD. 8And when 

Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets 

and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall 

be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the 



LORD. 10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s house to the house of the LORD and took their 

seat in the entry of the New Gate of the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the 

people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 
12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all 

the words you have heard. 13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD 

will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good 

and right to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city 

and its inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 

Pastor:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
Cong:   Thanks be to God. 
 

8:00 a.m. Gradual: (Kantor) “Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure”……...…LSB #533 

 

10:45 a.m. Gradual: (Choir) “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”………………………………….Setting Jacob B. Weber 

 

The Epistle Reading: Ephesians 5:1–9 
1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God. 3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among 

saints. 4Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. 5For 

you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance 

in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes 

upon the sons of disobedience. 7Therefore do not associate with them; 8for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in 

the Lord. Walk as children of light 9(for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true),  

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong: Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand  

Tract (Kantorei) Ps. 123:1-3a 

To you I lift | up my eyes,* 

O you who are enthroned in the | heavens! 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,* 

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us. 

Have mercy upon us, | O LORD,* 

have mercy up- | on us. 

 
 

Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 11th chapter. 

Cong:     Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

The Holy Gospel ~ Luke 11:14–28 
14Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke, and the 

people marveled. 15But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” 16while others, 

to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. 17But he, knowing their thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom 

divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. 18And if Satan also is divided against himself, how 

will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. 19And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by 

whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 20But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then 

the kingdom of God has come upon you. 21When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; 22but when one 

stronger than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. 23Whoever is not 

with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes 

through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ 25And when it comes, it 

finds the house swept and put in order. 26Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell 

there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.” 27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and 

said to him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” 28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it!”      

Pastor:     This is the Word of the Lord. 

Cong:      Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Nicene Creed    

C    I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth and of all things visible and 

invisible.  
   



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God, begotten of His 

Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God,      

begotten, not made,  being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom 

all things were made; who for us men 

and for our salvation came down 

from heaven and was incarnate by 

the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary      

and was made man; and was crucified 

also for us under Pontius Pilate.  
     He suffered and was buried.  
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures           

and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose 

kingdom will have no end.  
   
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is 

worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 

acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life  of the world to 

come. Amen.  
  

Sit   

659 Lord of Our Life                                                             

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Sermon: “Demons stand no chance against Jesus.”  Luke 11:14-28 

  
Stand  

 

 

Offertory   LSB 192  

C     Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.  
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit.  Amen.  



  
Sit  
  

8:00 a.m. Offering: “Ah, Holy Jesus”………………….………………Arr. Brenda E. Austin 
 

10:45 a.m. Offering: ROCKINGHAM OLD ("When I Survey the Wondrous Cross") 

Robert Buckley Farlee  

Stand  

Prayer of the Church  

  

Service of the Sacrament  
 We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper.  
Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Preface   LSB 194  
P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit.  
P Lift up your hearts.  
C We lift them up unto the Lord.  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.  
C It is meet and right so to do.  
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:  
  

 

 

 

Sanctus   LSB 195  
C     Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n 

and earth are full of Thy glory.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 

hosanna, hosanna in the highest.  
  

Lord’s Prayer   LSB 196  

P Our Father who art in heaven,  

      hallowed be Thy name,  
     Thy kingdom come,  
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;      

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;      

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
  

The Words of Our Lord   LSB 197  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”  
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.”  
  

Pax Domini   LSB 197  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
C Amen.  
  



Agnus Dei   LSB 198  

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O 

Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.  
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen.  

  
Sit   

 

453 Upon the Cross Extended 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Your soul in griefs unbounded, 

Your head with thorns surrounded, 

     You died to ransom me. 

The cross for me enduring, 

The crown for me securing, 

     You healed my wounds and set me free. 

 

6 Your cords of love, my Savior, 

Bind me to You forever, 

     I am no longer mine. 

To You I gladly tender 

All that my life can render 

     And all I have to You resign. 

 

7 Your cross I place before me; 

Its saving pow’r restore me, 

     Sustain me in the test. 

It will, when life is ending, 

Be guiding and attending 

     My way to Your eternal rest. 
 

Public domain 

 

 

 



594 God's Own Child, I Gladly Say It 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

© 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died 

 

 

 
 

5 The balm of life, the cure of woe, 

    The measure and the pledge of love, 

The sinner’s refuge here below, 

    The angels’ theme in heav’n above. 

 

6 To Christ, who won for sinners grace 

    By bitter grief and anguish sore, 

Be praise from all the ransomed race 

    Forever and forevermore. 
 

Public domain 

 

424 O Christ, You Walked the Road 

 

 
 

© 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010969. 

Public domain 

 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 



Nunc Dimittis   LSB 199  

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, for mine eyes have 

seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to lighten 

the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  

Amen.  
  

Thanksgiving   LSB 200  

P  O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C  and His mercy endureth forever.  
P Let us pray.  

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
C  Amen.  
P The Lord be with you.  
C And with thy spirit.  
  

Benedicamus and Benediction   LSB 202  

P Bless we the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God.  
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.  
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you andgive you peace. 

 C Amen, amen, amen.  
  

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe 

 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

 



Postlude: "Festival Postlude"……………………..Domenico Zipoli 

 Acknowledgments  

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book  
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway 

Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 

Concordia Publishing House.  
  

                  
News and Notes 

 

 
 
 

Christ Academy Wednesdays at 5:30 -7:00 p.m. 
The meals during Lent are sponsored by St. Paul’s Youth. 

All donations will go towards their trip to San Antonio 
to attend the Higher Things Youth Conference. 

Cantate Domino Choir - at 5:00 p.m. 
Lenten Worship – 6:30 p.m. 

 
Handbell Choir – Monday at 6:00 p.m. 
Gloria Dei Choir – Monday at 7:15 p.m. 

 
 

 
Our Wednesday at Noon Organ Recital Series continues this week with a recital by Zachary Zieschang, organist for Zion Lutheran Church, Omaha. 
Join us for lunch afterward in the undercroft. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Pastor Frank’s Piano, Organ, and Trumpet Studio Recital is Saturday, March 18th at 10:00 a.m. Come and support our Music Conservatory students! 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
We will once again be hosting the City-Wide Music Festival on Saturday, March 25th. We will be needing cookies, bars, snacks or anything that you 
think might be enjoyed by our visitors young and old. Please have your treats to the church by 4:00 p.m. on Friday, March 24th. Thank you in advance 
for helping us with this great mission outreach! If you would like to help in the kitchen, please contact: Karen Burns at kburns@fnni.com or 712-309-
1070. 

____________________________________________________________________________  

Opportunities for Growth:  March 12 – 19, 2023 

Sunday: 3/12/23 

 9:30 a.m. ~ SS/ABC 
Monday: 3/13/23 
 6:00 p.m. – Hand Bells/7:15 p.m. – Gloria Dei Choir 
Tuesday: 3/14/23 
 9:00 a.m. – Pastor’s Circuit Meeting 
Wednesday: 3/15/23 
 9:00 a.m. – Chapel – SPLECC 
 12:00 p.m. – Lenten at Noon Organ Recital 
 5:00 p.m. – Cantate Domino Choir 
 5:00 p.m. – Christ Academy 
 6:30 p.m. – Lenten Worship 
Thursday: 3/16/23 
 11:30 a.m. – Women’s Bible Class 
Friday: 3/17/23 
 1:45 p.m. – Music at Risen Son 
Saturday: 3/18/23 
 10:00 a.m.- Pastor Frank’s Studio Recital 
 2:00 p.m. – Anna Sherrill Baby Shower 
Sunday: 3/18/23 
     8:00 a.m. ~ Worship - C 
 9:30am ~ SS/BC 
 10:45 a.m. ~ Worship - C 

 
 
 



Gradual ~ 10:45 a.m. 
On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

Setting: Jacob B. Weber 
 

On my heart imprint your image, Blessed Jesus, King of grace, 
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures Have no pow’r to hide your face. 

This the superscription be: Jesus, crucified for me, 
Is my life, my hope’s foundation, And my glory and salvation. 

 

 
 

Easter Lilies 2023 
$15.00 per plant – orders due April 2nd 

 
Number of plants________________________ 

 
In Memory of ______________________________________________________________ 

 
In Honor of________________________________________________________________ 

 
Given by__________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
“Despite the hardships we experience and the sin we face, God’s work submerges us in a pool of joy; through our Baptism, He daily refreshes us, 
strengthening our bonds to Him and to each other. Yes, we Christians are connected more deeply than participation in any march or gathering can 
offer. By God’s grace, we have become family. We share a home and a future.” Michelle Bauman, Y4Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • 
lutheransforlife.org 

 

Wednesday at Noon 

Lenten Organ Recitals 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church invites you to a series of 

Lenten Organ Recitals to be held on Wednesdays at Noon during Lent. 

The free recitals begin at 12:00 p.m. lasting 40 minutes. 
Lunch will be served in the Undercroft following the recitals. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

2023 Series includes: 
 

February 22 ~ Rev. Timothy Frank 
 

March 1st ~ Wayne Kallstrom 
 

March 8th ~ Laura Scow 
 

March 15th ~ Zachary Zieschang 
 

March 22nd ~ Jeff Hoffman 
 
 

March 29th ~ Peggy Wolverton 
 

St. Paul’s Youth will be sponsoring the lunches for the Organ Recitals. 
Free-will offerings go towards their trip to San Antonio to attend 

the Higher Things Youth Conference. 
All donations are greatly appreciated. 



 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Two Locations          

One Word 
                                       The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod/www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org 

 
             Church                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 School 
239 Frank St.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           1500 N. 16th St. 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503                                                                                                                                                                                                              Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 
712-322-4729                                                                                                                                                                                    712-322-3294 
Pastor – Nathan Sherrill                                                                                                                                                                                                                               Director – Becca Heinicke 
Cell: 712-310-4248                                                                                                                                                                                                   becca.heinicke@splecc.org  
nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 
Associate Pastor – Timothy Frank 
Cell: 712-269-3683 
pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
Director of Music /Head Organist, Emeritus                                                                                                 
 Dr. J Gordon Christensen                                                                                                                             
Home – 352-0298                                                                                                                                    
drjgordonchristensen@gmail.com 
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rosemarypaul57@gmailmail.com                                                                                                                                                                                                 heidi.bernards@splecc.org                                    
Church Office Hours:                                                                                                                                                                                     School Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                                                                Monday – Friday ~ 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
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