
Fourth Sunday in Advent -Rorate Caeli) 

(((“The Sunday of John’s Testimony” 
“The Lord Was to Come” 

 
 

John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, 
even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”                                     

John 1:26-27 
 

 

Welcome 

Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the 

ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of 

the hymnal.  

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 



visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if 

you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Those Serving Us 

 

Preacher:  Rev. Timothy Frank 

Liturgist:  Rev. Nathan Sherrill 

Pianists:  Rev. Timothy Frank, Peter Klinge, Tina Sherrill, Jonathan Sherrill 

Kantors:  Derek Stephenson (8:00a.m.) Sherrill Family Kantorei (10:45a.m.) 

 

The Word In Music 

 

Prelude:  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – Setting by David von Kampen; “Come,     

        Thou Long-Expected Jesus” – Setting by Rebecca Kramer 

Offering:  “What Child Is This” arr. by Melody Bober (10:45 a.m.)  

Distribution:  “What Child Is This” – Setting by Goldston (8:00 a.m.); “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel” – Setting by Elizabeth Grimpo (10:45 a.m.)  

Postlude:  “O Sing of Christ” – Setting by Ellen Coman 

 

Kantor’s Notes: The Fourth Sunday in Advent poses the question of identity, both 

of John the Baptist and of Jesus. It is the Sunday of John’s testimony, in which he 

declares, “I am not the Christ” (John 1:20). Just as Moses was a voice pointing to 

the greater Prophet who was to come (Deut 18:15-19/LSB 583), John was a voice 

pointing to the ministry of the greater One, the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world (John 1/LSB 346). 

This week as we will celebrate the birth of our Savior, we will rejoice in this One to 

whom John would later testify. We will ask, “What Child Is This?”, and we will 

proclaim that this is the God man, the Word made flesh who would bear the cross 

for our salvation (LSB 370:2). 

What does this mean for you? It means that you need not “fret and strive” after 

worldly things under the weight of the Law (LSB 536). Rather, it means that with 

Gospel joy, you can “Sing of Christ” (LSB 362)! Because of Christ’s coming, you 

have an answer when people ask of you, “Who are you?” You are God’s own 

baptized saints who, with rejoicing (Phil. 4:4), use your voices in testimony to 

Christ, the greater One! 

 



 
Divine Service Setting 3 

 

Prelude: 
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 

Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a 

 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 



The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,* 

 and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork. 

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 

end | of the world.* 

 In them he has set a tent | for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,* 

 and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,* 

 and there is nothing hidden | from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Shower, O heavens, | from above,* 

 and let the clouds rain down | righteousness; 

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;* 

 let the earth cause them | both to sprout. 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the 

sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15–19 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among 

you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of 

the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let 

me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, 

lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 
18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I 

will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command 



him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, 

I myself will require it of him.’” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Gradual               “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”          

LSB 583 – Setting by Jon D. Vieker 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

Stand 

 

Verse LSB 190 

Alleluia.  

You are my help and my de- | liverer;* do not delay, | O my God!  

Alleluia. 

Holy Gospel John 1:19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from 

Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but 

confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you 

Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 
22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who 

sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 

crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 

Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why 

are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 
26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do 



not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 

worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 

John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 



     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

346 When All the World Was Cursed 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                     "Who Are You?"                                John 1:19-28 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 



Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 

 



7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



536 One Thing’s Needful 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 
Tune: Adam Krieger, 1634–66 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

370 What Child Is This 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 



 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 



362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: 
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Opportunities for Growth 

This Sunday 8:00 a.m.      Divine Service 

  9:30 a.m.      Combined Sunday School/Bible Study 

  10:45 a.m.      Divine Service 

Tuesday  7:00 p.m.      Service of Light – Christmas Eve    

Wednesday 10:00 a.m.     Divine Service – Christmas Day 

Saturday  9:00 a.m.      Men’s Bible Study 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m.      Divine Service 

   9:30 a.m.    Combined Sunday School/Bible Study 

  10:45 a.m.    Divine Service 

  

  

The Congregation at Prayer 

 

Those ill or recovering:  Chris Circo, Mary Johannes, Jayne McIlrath, Elizabeth 

Bowerman, Karen Brandenburg, Gertrud Rossbund, Ryan Pedersen (son of Art & 

Julie Gardner), Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Miles Maurice 

(grandson of Joel & Paulette Maurice), Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), 

Marge Miller, Dawn Letcher (daughter of Tony and Shirley Gust), Cole (cousin of 

Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), Arla Mae Ebers (mother of 

Julie Moreno), Randy Falknor (cousin of Kent Seetin) 

Art Bandomer, and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

 

News and Notes 

 

 

December service schedule: 

Service of Light, Christmas Eve, December 24th at 7:00pm 

Divine Worship Service, Christmas morning December 25th at 10:00am 

Divine Worship Service December 29th at 8:00am and 10:45; Combined Sunday        

             School/Adult Bible Class 9:30am 

Divine Worship Service New Year’s Eve, December 31st at 7:00pm 
 
 

 

Hymn of the Season: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (LSB 343) 

(www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/hymns) 

http://www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/hymns


Notes 

  



 

 

  



Catechism 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

The First Petition:  Hallowed by Thy name. 

 

What does this mean?  God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this 

petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

 

How is God’s name kept holy?   God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is 

taught in its truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives 

according to it.  Help us to do this, dear Father in heaven!  But anyone who teaches 

or lives contrary to God’s Word profanes the name of God among us.  Protect us 

from this, heavenly Father! 
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