
Second Sunday in Advent -Hija Zion)) 

(((“The Sunday of the Fig Tree” 
“The Lord Is Yet to Come Again” 

 

 
 
 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is 
near.’”                                                                                                                                       Luke 21:21 

 
Welcome 

Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the 

ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of 

the hymnal.  

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if 



you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 

 

Preacher/Liturgist:  Rev. Nathan Sherill 

Pianist:  Rev. Timothy Frank  

Kantors:  Johnson Family Kantorei, Samuel Frank 

 

The Word In Music 

 

Prelude:  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” – arr. John A. Behnke; “The King Shall 

Come” arr. John A. Behnke 

Offering:  “The King Shall Come” arr. John A. Behnke (8:00a.m.); “The King Shall 

Come” – arr. Stephen R. Johnson (10:45am) 

Postlude:  “The King Shall Come” arr. Charles Callahan 

 

Kantor’s Notes: In accordance with the day’s theme of Christ’s final return, “Lo! 

He Comes with Clouds Descending” is the suggested Hymn of the Day for Advent 

2. Just as Jesus ascended and “a cloud took him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9), so 

Jesus will come again amidst clouds of glory. Charles Wesley’s hymn draws on the 

language of Revelation 1:7, “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye 

will see him, even those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on 

account of him. Even so. Amen.” On the Day of Christ’s coming, His identity will 

be clear to all, causing terror to all who have rejected Him. On the other hand, to 

those who have believed in His Name, that Day will be a glorious Day, as they gaze 

upon the One whose scars declare His cross and victory. Therefore, with alleluias, 

we worship Him now and forever as our ever-reigning King. 

Hymn of the Season: “Prepare the Royal Highway” (LSB 343) 

(www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/hymns) 

 
 

 
Divine Service Setting 3 

 

Prelude: 
 

http://www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/hymns


516 Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Introit Psalm 80:1, 3, 14, 17; antiphon: Isaiah 62:11b; 30:30, 29 

 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph | like a flock!* 

 You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth. 

Restore us, | O God;* 

 let your face shine, that we | may be saved! 

Turn again, O | God of hosts!* 

 Look down from | heaven, and see. 

But let your hand be on the man of your | right hand,* 

 the son of man whom you have made strong | for yourself! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Say to the daughter of | Zion,* 

 “Behold, your sal- | vation comes.” 

The LORD will cause his majestic voice | to be heard,* 

 and you shall have glad- | ness of heart. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten 

Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 



 

Old Testament Malachi 4 
 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 

and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, 

says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2But 

for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 

wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread 

down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day 

when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I 

commanded him at Horeb for all Israel. 

 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome 

day of the LORD comes. 6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children 

and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 

decree of utter destruction.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Gradual    “O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”    (LSB 355)  Arr. D.M. Cherwien 
 

Epistle Romans 15:4–13 
 4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might 

have hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 

such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you 

may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 

 8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 

truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 

 and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 
11And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

 and let all the peoples extol him.” 



12And again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule 

the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 

power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  
Stand 

 

Verse LSB 190 

The powers of the heavens will be | shaken,* and then they will see the Son of 

Man coming in a cloud with power and great | glory.  

 

Holy Gospel Luke 21:25–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 25[Jesus said:] “There will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the 

earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the 

waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the 

world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see 

the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when 

these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because 

your redemption is drawing near.” 

 29And he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30As soon 

as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and know that the summer is 

already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 

the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass 

away until all has taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 

will not pass away. 

 34“But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly 

like a trap. 35For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 
36But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all 

these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 



 

Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 



 

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Sermon            “We Will Stand Before the Son of Man”                  Luke 21:36 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 



Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 



O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 

343 Prepare the Royal Highway 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 

  



333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490–1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Text (sts. 1, 4) and tune: Public domain 

 

  



331 The Advent of Our King 

 

 
 

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on. 

 

D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T giv]]]e you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 

Postlude: 
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Opportunities for Growth 

This Sunday 8:00 a.m.   Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m.   Sunday School/Bible Study 

 10:45 a.m.      Divine Service 

 3:00 p.m.   Christmas Recital 

Monday 6:00 p.m.   Bell Choir 

 7:00 p.m.   Choir 

Wednesday 5:00-7:00 p.m.     Christ Academy 

 6:30 p.m.   Advent Service 

Saturday 9:00 a.m.   Men’s Bible Study 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m.   Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m.   Sunday School/Bible Study 

 10:45 a.m.    Divine Service 

 4:00 p.m.   Advent Lessons and Carols with  

      Chili Supper 

 

The Congregation at Prayer 

 

Those ill or recovering:  Chris Circo, Mary Johannes, Jayne McIlrath, Elizabeth 

Bowerman, Karen Brandenburg, Gertrud Rossbund, Ryan Pedersen (son of Art & 

Julie Gardner), Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Miles Maurice 

(grandson of Joel & Paulette Maurice), Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), 

Marge Miller, Dawn Letcher (daughter of Tony and Shirley Gust), Cole (cousin of 

Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), Arla Mae Ebers (mother of 

Julie Moreno),  

Richard Paul, and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

 



News and Notes 

 

Christmas Recitals -  You are invited to St. Paul’s Music Conservatory Christmas 

recital today at 3:00pm.  Come to enjoy good music and support our music ministry 

and the students who have worked hard this fall. 
 

Christmas Program – Come join the children at SPLECC for their Christmas 

program of singing and celebrating the birth of Jesus on Wednesday, December 11, 

at 11:00am, at the Early Learning Center, 1500 North 16th Street. 

 

Advent Lessons and Carols – Next Sunday afternoon join us at 4 p.m. for a special 

Advent Lessons and Carols service followed by a congregational chili supper! 
 

Christmas Caroling – This year our last Christ Academy on December 18th we 

will devote to a congregational Christmas Caroling event.  We will have no Advent 

service that night.   
 

New Nursery/Toddler Class – Special thanks to Tayler Tague for volunteering to 

lead our Nursery/Toddler class during Sunday School.  If interested, please join 

them today!   
 

Sing-Along Join Dr. Christensen and friends for the Christmas Sing-Along on 

Thursday December 17, at 3:00p.m.  We’ll meet on the 2nd  floor of FoxRun 

Assisted Living (3121 Macineery Dr.)for lots of fun and treats! 
 

You’re Invited!  The Christmas Trees Scavenger Hunt will be held on December 

8th and 15th at the Burris residence.  All proceeds will go to Midlands Animal 

Shelter.  Talk to Julia or Dale for more information. 

 

Catechism 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Introduction:  Our Father who art in heaven. 

 

What does this mean?  With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He 

is our true Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and 

confidence we may ask Him as dear children ask their dear father. 
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