
“One generation commends its works 
to another…”  Psalm 145:4   
 
The verse above was the theme for our 
recent Iowa District West Convention.  
It was a fitting theme as President Steve 
Turner retired at this event, and a new 
President was elected, Rev. Paul Egger 
from Galva, Iowa.  While there were 
many reflections happening over this 
recent three day period, it also gave me 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
generation just past.  For on June 19th, 
I was pastor here at St. Paul’s for 20 
years myself! 
 
20 years is considered one generation.  
A generation is basically the general 
time it takes for a baby to be born, grow 
up and then become a parent.  That 
means that right now, there could be 
adults getting married at St. Paul’s who 
I baptized as infants!  And, it appears 
that this is beginning to happen! 
 
As I reflect over the past 20 years I am 
especially drawn to the people of our 
church and the time we’ve spent 
together.  While there were certainly 
some events or times that stick out in 
my mind as more impressive than 
others, my attention seems to just be 
going to the reality of daily life 
together as Christians.   
 
For example, when I was first a pastor, 
I might walk into a hospital room to see 
you, or have a private visit with you 
and it would feel a little formal.  Like, 
“Hello, nice to see you.  I’m so sorry to  
hear that.  Let us pray to the Lord etc. 
etc.”  Now when I see you, we have 
likely already been through a lot 
together.  In fact, after 20 years, you 
tend to, not only know people, but quite 
possibly, you’ve endured some great 
joys and tragedies together.  Now when 

I walk into the hospital room to see you 
or visit at your home or over the phone 
its more like, “Hey, what’s goin’ on?”  
“What are you doing here again?”  or 
“What did your wife do to you this 
time!”  (Ha, ha!)  I feel like now we 
share a very comfortable “familial” 
relation.  We are indeed family in 
Christ.   
 
In other news, did you know that 20 
years equals 1,040 Sunday Sermons?  I 
don’t know how many times I’ve 
preached over the last 20 years but I’m 
thinking you’ve endured a lot of 
minutes listening to me.  For that, I am 
sorry!!!  While I like to kid and joke 
about my long sermons and your sleep 

patterns in the midst of them, I really 
do take the preaching task seriously.   
And truly, I’m not ever thinking about 
how long a sermon is as much as I’m 
trying to clearly present God’s Word so 
that you can hear and learn and grow in 
in understanding and knowledge.  
Truly, I believe this is one of my most 
important jobs as one of your pastors, 
which I take very seriously.   
 
Speaking of sermons, I never, ever, 
ever would have believed 20 years ago 

that some of my most cherished times 
with you would occur at funerals.  
Before I became a pastor I never 
thought about funerals very much.  I’d 
go to one if I had to.  However, I have 
come to believe that these are some of 
the most challenging moments of 
ministry for me and some of the most 
rewarding.  Most challenging because I 
love you.  Most rewarding...because I 
love you.  If the most important job I 
have is sharing God’s Word, then 
sharing God’s Word at the death of a 
Christian might be one of the most 
important things a pastor could do.  
What does one say to a group of people 
mourning the loss of a loved one?  Do 
we have hope in this moment?  Is there 
really something that can be said to 
offer comfort?  Yes, yes, yes!  Being 
able to share the certain hope of God’s 
forgiveness in Jesus our Savior, 
especially at the time when it hurts the 
most, is a great honor and blessing to 
me personally.   
 
I don’t know what the Lord has in store 
for us over the course of the next 20 
years, but I do know that our job is to 
“commend our work to the next 
generation.”  As I sit and write this at 
the Nebraska District Convention 
exhibiting for David’s Harp, I realize 
that I am telling people that “our job is 
to raise up the next generation of 
Church musicians.”  But that’s not all.  
Our job is to give away and pass along 
all that we have received from the 
LORD.  His love, His word, His grace 
and His forgiveness.  Our legacy is not 
found in the things of this life, but the 
gifts of God for the life to come.   
 
Thank you for your support over the 
last 20 years.  May God be with us in 
the days to come.  +Pr. Sherrill 
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The Sherrill family at Joel’s baptism, 14 years ago.  A 

recent picture of their family is on page 14 from our 

recent Mission and Ministry Sunday. 



The Bedient Organ Company team was back at St. Paul’s during 

the week of May 26th to install the framework in the Chancel 

and Transept openings that will hold the new working Pedal 

Octave 8 and Prestant 8 pipes.  The Bedient team also installed 

the windchests, and air reservoirs for the remaining pipes that 

will be installed in the Great Chamber Room, immediately be-

hind the Chancel and Transept openings.  Bedient is now back 

in Lincoln, NE working in their shop on the final pipes.  During 

the week of June 9 - 14, The Bedient team returned to work on 

wiring the windchests to the master control panel in the Choir 

Room.  Bedient also installed the Zimbelstern in the Great 

Chamber Room.  If you look through the Transept opening you 

can see the Zimbelstern hanging on the wall.  The Zimbelstern 

went into use on Sunday, June 15th.  Bedient will be back after 

June 19th, to install the final 500 pipes for the organ.  During 

July the Bedient staff will be back making the final tuning and 

voice settings for the organ. Pastor Frank will be on hand dur-

ing the final tunings and adjustments.  As the ranks are signed 

off and ready, Pastor Frank will begin to pull the remaining blue 

tape off the stops on the organ console and begin to use those 

during Worship Services.  So if you listen carefully now and 

again in July you will notice those new pipes, ranks, stops being 

put to use.  Pastor will, as space allows, will put notations in the 

Kantor notes when the new sections are going to be used.  Pas-

tor Frank is also making arrangements for some very special 

guest organist to be here for a dedication ceremony, subject to 

their availability.  Once Pastor has everything set, we will an-

nounce the date for the full dedication service.  Below and on 

the following page are pictures from the installation work done 

to date.   

 
You may see the pictures of the organ remodel and other cur-

rent posts at St. Paul’s Facebook page: 

 

https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB/ 

 
Here and on the following page are a few pictures from the 

work that has been done in the last few weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 Volume 2025, Issue VI—VII 

Important Upcoming 

Dates 
June 

 

June 2 - June 6 Camp Creation II -  

8:30am - 3:00pm God of Creation 

   (grades 3 - 8) 
 

June 8 - June 11 IDW Convention @ 

   Camp Okoboji 
 

June 9 - June 12 Camp Creation I -  

9:00am - 12:00pm Creation 

   @SPLECC 

   (3 yrs old to 2nd grade) 
 

 

June 9 - August 22 SPLECC Summer Care 
 

June 15, 2025  Sunday 

8:00am  Divine Worship Service 

   Inside 

9:15am—10:30am Combined Bible Class 
   Guest Speaker— 

   Becky Bartelt 

10:45am  Outdoor Mission 

   Service 

12:30pm  Potluck Luncheon 

   Main Dish provided 
 

June 22, 2025  Sunday 
9:15am—10:15am Pictorial Directory - Pictures 

   taken between services & 

   after 10:45am Worship 

   Service approx. 12:15pm 

 

June 29, 2025  Sunday 

9:15am—10:30am Combined Bible Class 
   Guest Speaker  

   Rev. Ted Krey 

August 

August 5 - 8, 2025 Tuesday - Friday 
8:30am - 3:00pm CTSFW - Continuing 

   Education Class 

September 

September 27, 2025 Saturday 

3:00pm - 7:00pm Oktober-Fun-Fest 

   @ SPLECC 

Preserving the Church’s Song Organ Project 

Update 
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Preserving the Church’s Song Organ Project Update 



St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center —June—July News 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 

1500 N 16th Street, Co Bluffs, Iowa 51501  

Ph. 712-322-3294 – www.splecc.org  - Facebook 

Scan the QR code to visit  

St. Paul’s Lutheran  
Early Childhood Center website for 

more information. 

Summer at SPLECC means—time to get outside! 

During June and July students get to enjoy water 

day once a week— it looks like they’re enjoying it!  

This is the second 

year in a row our 

PS4/5 class has plant-

ed a container garden 

and will be caring for 

it throughout the 

season. We’re glad to 

have Miss Glennda 

helping us with her 

garden skills. 

As long as the weather permits, you can find the  
children outside enjoying the grand space they have to 

play in: sandbox, playground, swings, slides and so much 

more! One phrase we never hear when they're outside is 

“I’m bored!”  
St. Paul’s is an early childhood center that is greatly 

blessed by the amount of space we have for the children 

to move and breathe and have their being.          

Soli Deo Gloria ,    

Becca Heinicke, Director 

This summer we have 

added a K-4th pro-

gram to our offering. 

Look forward to hear-

ing more about it and 

Camp Creation I in 

our next newsletter. 

http://www.splecc.org
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsCB


Hymn of the Season 

Theme Hymn “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord”  

(LSB 497)  

Page 5 Volume 2025, Issue VI—VII 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

The day of Pentecost in Acts 2 

was an amazing day! The people 

heard a sound like a mighty rushing 

wind. They saw tongues as of fire 

resting over the disciples. They lis-

tened to the message of Jesus being 

preached to them in their own native 

languages. About 3,000 people be-

lieved and were baptized. We read of 

this amazing day long ago and per-

haps wonder, “How is the Holy Spirit 

working among us today?” 

Look at the image below. What is 

the father doing? What does the 

crucifix on the wall suggest about 

whom are they reading? How do you 

think this image is connected to Pen-

tecost and to our hymn?  

In stanza 1 of our hymn, we pray 

that the Holy Spirit would pour out 
His grace on each believer, uniting 

the Church to sing God’s praise. The 

fact that you are singing and playing 

this and other Christian hymns is due 

to the work of the Holy Spirit! In 

stanza 2, we pray that the Holy Spirit 

might work through the Word of 

God so that we might know God 

rightly. As fathers teach their children 

about Jesus through the Holy Bible 

(as pictured), and as mothers and 

teachers and pastors do the same, 

the Holy Spirit works so that we can 

joyfully call upon God as our heaven-

ly Father. The fact that you learn of 

Jesus from the Bible and pray is due 

to the work of the Holy Spirit! Final-

ly, in stanza 3 we pray that the Holy 

Spirit might comfort us and keep us 

true to God and that we may boldly 

and willingly serve Him. Do you sup-

pose the children in our image will 

do chores or homework after their 

devotion? This willingness to serve 

God within our vocations is also due 

to the work of the Holy Spirit! 

Does your family have family 

devotions? Perhaps you could read 

together the account of Pentecost in 

Acts 2! As you do so, sing this hymn 

and know that the Holy Spirit is 

working among us today through the 

Word of God, just as He was work-

ing on that first Pentecost! 

 

Reflection from Hymns of the Season 

Volume 5: One Thing’s Needful 

“When the day of Pentecost arrived, 

they were all together in one place. 

And suddenly there came from heaven 

a sound like a mighty rushing wind, 

and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. And divided tongues 

as of fire appeared to them and rest-

ed on each one of them. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in other tongues as 

the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

(Acts 2:1–4) 
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Music Conservatory —June—July News 

May was filled with special events. On Monday, May 12, St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and Music Conservatory hosted the 

Bethany Lutheran College Concert Choir, Mary Martha Singers, and Handbell Choirs. Over 60 Bethany students 

shared with us a variety of pieces. Thank you to those who attended and watched online, as well as those who helped 

provide food. Then on Wednesday, May 14, students of Glennda Hedlund and Pastor Frank presented a spring recital. 

Finally, On Sunday, May 25, Jonathan Schulz and his students provided a recital. Meanwhile, on that same Sunday night, 

Pastor and Sandra Frank’s family, as well as the Grosbach & Adle familes from Imperial, Nebraska, provided a recital for 

Dr. C and friends at Zion Lutheran Church in Imperial. As many of you know, Dr. C taught music in Imperial for over 

40 years. One of Dr. C’s former students, Joel Grosbach, is now organist at Zion. Mr. Grosbach, in turn, is teaching 

children to become church musicians. In fact, his student James Adle, son of Rev. Scott & Deaconess Rosie Adle, regu-

larly plays organ for him when he is unavailable. How encouraging it is to see another congregation, like ours, that is 

actively nurturing young musicians in faith and service! Finally, pictured on the bottom right are former students of Dr. 

C, one of whom is a music teacher, providing another example of each generation blessing the next! 
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Camp Creation II - 2025 
 Camp Creation II - 2025 was held  Monday, June 2, through Friday, June 6, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church.  The 

theme for this years Camp Creation was “God of Beauty”.  34 students enjoyed learning about art, music.  Art teacher, 

Mr. Paul Highhorse, taught the students art, Pastor Frank, taught students about music, and Pastor Sherrill, taught Bible 

study focusing on art and music throughout the Bible.  On Wednesday morning the students took a field trip to visit the 

Joslyn Castle and St. Cecelia’s Cathedral in Omaha to study art and music.  On Friday, the students held an Art Show dis-

playing all their artwork they had been working on all week.  Students had to choose their top project to be entered for 

judging.  At noon a picnic was held for students, family members, and St. Paul’s members.  Following the picnic a closing 

program was held in the Church Sanctuary where the students showcased their singing skills.  Following the program, 

everyone gathered in the Fellowship Hall to see view the Art Show and see the winners.  A wonderful week of fun and 

learning.  We look forward to the 2026 Camp Creation II.  Below are a few pictures from Camp Creation II - 2025. 

 

For more pictures and videos please visit St. Paul’s Facebook page at    https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB 
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Camp Creation I - 2025 

 Camp Creation I was held from Monday, June 9 to Thursday, June 12, 2025.  Around 30 “young campers” attended 

this years camp.  Students learned, music, science, bible study, along with outdoor activities.  A wonderful and busy four 

half-days of learning and fun.  Here are just a few pictures from this years Camp Creation I.  For more pictures and videos, 

please visit the St. Paul’s Facebook https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB/  or St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood 

Center Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsCB/ .  Please like and follow all three of St. Paul’s Facebook pages. 
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St. Paul’s Congregational Mission Update 

Council Meeting Minutes - May 

Our Church Congregation 

 Mission Board 

(Church Council) 
 

President 

TBD 

Ph.  
 

Vice President 

Bob Finke 

Ph. 712-796-7909 

 

Council Recorder 

Pricilla Oliver 

Ph. 712-404-0911 

 

Treasurer 

Dale Burris 

Ph. 402-677-5490 

  

Financial Secretary 

Melanie Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-6993 

 

Parish Administrator 

Heidi Bernhards 

Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

Endowment and Legacy Board 

TBD 

Ph.  

 

Education 

TBD 
Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

SPLECC Board, Penny Rollins  
Ph. 712-325-0474 

 

Music Conservatory Board 

Joe Villarreal 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Evangelism & Missions 
Geno Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-2151  
 

Member Care 

TBD 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Property & Grounds 

(Trustees) 

Jeff Thomas 

Ph. 402-290-8655  
 

Media Team 

John Timm 

Ph. 402-415-8466  

 

Hospitality Team 

Karen Burns 

Ph. 712-309-1070 

 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Council Members: Heidi Bernhards, Dale Burris, Bob Finke, Priscilla Oliver, Geno 
Velasco, Melanie Velasco, Jeff Thomas 

 

Pastors: Pastor Sherrill 

 

Absent:  Joe Villarreal, Pastor Frank 

OPENING PRAYER 

The meeting opened with a prayer by Bob Finke.  

 

MINUTES 
Review and approve April Minutes 
Call to approve the Minutes 
Motion by Dale Burris to approve the minutes  
Jeff Thomas Seconded 
Motion carried 

BOARD REPORTS 

TREASURER – DALE BURRIS 
April Income & Expense Reports 
Church: About $8,400 for the good 
Outreach & Marketing budgeted $166.68 have not spent any. 
Pastor Sherrill, expressed that should always spend the amount budgeted for Outreach 
and Marketing 
SPLECC - $28,500 short for the year, was the fence at SPLECC but did receive a check 
from Ins to cover and that was deposited, almost $6,000 short in April 
Getting more donations to the school that people have transferred from the Organ 
fund 
Music Conservatory – has not budget, what comes in goes to the teachers, $12,000 
goes to the church during the year, taking $3,000 per quarter. 

 

Call to approve the Treasurer’s report 
Motion by Priscilla Oliver to approve the Treasure Report 
Jeff Thomas Seconded 
Motion carried 

 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY – MELANIE VELASCO  
Final for audit for July to December 2024 based on information from February 12, 
2025.  July will be doing the audit again, dividing up between the 3 different books.   

 

ENDOWMENT LEGACY BOARD - OPEN 
No report 

 

MUSIC CONSERVATORY  
Final recital is next Wednesday 
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St. Paul’s Congregational Mission Update 

Council Meeting Minutes - May 

Our Church Congregation 

 Mission Board 

(Church Council) 
 

President 

TBD 

Ph.  
 

Vice President 

Bob Finke 

Ph. 712-796-7909 

 

Council Recorder 

Pricilla Oliver 

Ph. 712-404-0911 

 

Treasurer 

Dale Burris 

Ph. 402-677-5490 

  

Financial Secretary 

Melanie Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-6993 

 

Parish Administrator 

Heidi Bernhards 

Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

Endowment and Legacy Board 

TBD 

Ph.  

 

Education 

TBD 
Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

SPLECC Board, Penny Rollins  
Ph. 712-325-0474 

 

Music Conservatory Board 

Joe Villarreal 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Evangelism & Missions 
Geno Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-2151  
 

Member Care 

TBD 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Property & Grounds 

(Trustees) 

Jeff Thomas 

Ph. 402-290-8655  
 

Media Team 

John Timm 

Ph. 402-415-8466  

 

Hospitality Team 

Karen Burns 

Ph. 712-309-1070 

 

 

Purchase of software has been approved by the Music Conservatory Board 
Discussed opportunities for additional teachers for the Music Conservatory.  

 

SPLECC – OPEN 
Pastor Sherrill would like to see the Church Council identify a team of people to 
meet to come up with a business plan so that the Council can give guidance on 
things to do.   
Pastor Sherill signed up with the Council Bluffs Chamber of Commerce again for the 
preschool.  Discussed about having a ribbon cutting through the chamber, looking at 
maybe doing this at Oktober Fest.   
It was discussed that SPLECC Board needs a chair but have the Church Council as-
sist the board at this time instead of finding a chair. 
Dale suggested creating a sub-committee to identify the problems to brainstorm ide-
as.  Take a Saturday morning for the meeting to brainstorm. 

 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION – OPEN 
Jo Raymond has volunteered to be the Director of Education.  She has been helping 
with Camp Creation.  Camp Creation has led to new members.  Need to market/
outreach better.  Identified Camp creation theme as God of Beauty for sponsorship 
of Music Conservatory and Church to invite Music Conservatory students.     

 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR – HEIDI BERNHARDS 
The Red Cross reached about holding a blood drive.   This was discussed and decid-
ed not to do at this time.  
Classical Conversations group – Let know that they will not need space next year as 
they don’t have enough students. 
Payroll system – still in progress 
Working on My Music Staff for Music Conservatory 

 
BUILDING AND GROUNDS – JEFF THOMAS  
Bats - Bat droppings on altar have been observed.  Bat guy came around and identi-
fied 7 places where you can see the droppings.   Bob will show Jeff after the meeting, 
will need to fix those spots to stop the bats from coming in. 
Organ update – indication might come next week, sometime in June (Maybe).  Need 
to give us an estimate time frame for ABC Electric to be ready for it.  
Safety Railings dark bronze, waiting for them to make the railings 
Perrin Ave Door update – waiting for them to complete.  Will have to have ABC 
Electric come in  
SPLECC – Bill Kruse, nothing more from the Ins Co.  Air Conditioner has been 
fixed, no leaks, might have to do maintenance on roof seems, nothing seems to be 
leaking, bird got into the ceiling and is stuck in a wall, Jeff plans to go down and re-
move the dead bird.  
Grass growing in the sewer section  
Thompson check on springle system, did come when sewer section, changed a lot of 
heads, ready to turn on.  Jeff will call and tell him no longer need to come 
Able to find matching tiles for the hall in the basement, will fix 
Odds and ends in the parsonage, no majority issues 

 

DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS – GENO VELASCO  
Mission Sunday June 15th should have around 150 people, special offering 
Oktober-Fun-Fest update – get the committee together  
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St. Paul’s Congregational Mission Update 

Council Meeting Minutes - May 

Our Church Congregation 

 Mission Board 

(Church Council) 
 

President 

TBD 

Ph.  
 

Vice President 

Bob Finke 

Ph. 712-796-7909 

 

Council Recorder 

Pricilla Oliver 

Ph. 712-404-0911 

 

Treasurer 

Dale Burris 

Ph. 402-677-5490 

  

Financial Secretary 

Melanie Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-6993 

 

Parish Administrator 

Heidi Bernhards 

Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

Endowment and Legacy Board 

TBD 

Ph.  

 

Education 

TBD 
Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

SPLECC Board, Penny Rollins  
Ph. 712-325-0474 

 

Music Conservatory Board 

Joe Villarreal 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Evangelism & Missions 
Geno Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-2151  
 

Member Care 

TBD 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Property & Grounds 

(Trustees) 

Jeff Thomas 

Ph. 402-290-8655  
 

Media Team 

John Timm 

Ph. 402-415-8466  

 

Hospitality Team 

Karen Burns 

Ph. 712-309-1070 

 

Purchase of Council Bluffs Chamber membership for Music Conservatory & Early 
Childhood Center as discussed earlier during SPLECC conversation 
The marketing ad-hoc committee meet to create a business plan for what we want to 
do.   Don’t have enough students, get 10 -12 more students.   
Dale will facilitate the initial meeting on developing the 1 – 3 – 5-year plan.  Come up 
with a couple dates for the meeting with SPLECC Board, 3 – 4-hour brainstorming 
session.    Smaller groups meet more often; bigger group meet once a month.   Set a 
short-term goal of 3 months to show an impact.   Individuals for short team commit-
tee.  8 – noon on a Saturday, June 21st. 
Focus on Summer program and enrollment at SPLECC 

 

ELDERS – BOB FINKE 
June 1st Pastor Tews’s installation at both services 
123 members have provided pictures so far, binders have arrived 
Pastor Krey – guest preacher on the June 29th for the Latin America and Caribbean 

 

MEMBERS CARE - OPEN 
No report 

 

PASTORS REPORTS 
No additional information to provide besides what is in the agenda.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 
No old business.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Review of 2025 IDW convention overtures, Peace Lutheran in Harlan has closed.  Call 
out the section in the document, there are 3 churches that have closed their early 
childhood centers.  Discussion of some information in the 2025 IDW Convention 
Overtures. 

 

ADJOURN 
Call to adjourn meeting 
Motion to adjourn by Bob Finke 
Motion seconded by Dale Burris 
Motion carried. 

 

CLOSED WITH PRAYER 

 
Respectfully submitted, Priscilla Oliver 
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St. Paul’s Congregational Mission Update 

Special Voters Meeting - May 4, 2025 

Our Church Congregation 

 Mission Board 

(Church Council) 
 

President 

TBD 

Ph.  
 

Vice President 

Bob Finke 

Ph. 712-796-7909 

 

Council Recorder 

Pricilla Oliver 

Ph. 712-404-0911 

 

Treasurer 

Dale Burris 

Ph. 402-677-5490 

  

Financial Secretary 

Melanie Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-6993 

 

Parish Administrator 

Heidi Bernhards 

Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

Endowment and Legacy Board 

TBD 

Ph.  

 

Education 

TBD 
Ph. 712-322-4729 

 

SPLECC Board, Penny Rollins  
Ph. 712-325-0474 

 

Music Conservatory Board 

Joe Villarreal 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Evangelism & Missions 
Geno Velasco 

Ph. 707-386-2151  
 

Member Care 

TBD 

Ph. 712-322-4729  
 

Property & Grounds 

(Trustees) 

Jeff Thomas 

Ph. 402-290-8655  
 

Media Team 

John Timm 

Ph. 402-415-8466  

 

Hospitality Team 

Karen Burns 

Ph. 712-309-1070 

 

Call to Order and establishment of Quorum  
Bob Finke called to order and recognized a quorum 
 

Opening Prayer 
Bob Finke opened with Prayer 
 

Recognition of New Voters & New Voters Members 
No new voters to recognize & no members asked to be voters. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
Bob Finke called for motion to approve the agenda 

Johanna Raymond motioned 

Andy Raymond seconded 

Motioned carried 
 

Approval of Minutes for March 30, 2025 
Bob called for motion to approve meeting minutes from the special voter’s meeting 

from March 30, 2025.     

Andy Raymod motioned to approve 

Anna Sherrill seconded 

No changes to the meeting minutes were discussed 

Motioned carried 
 

Motion 1 
Call Request to Pastor James Tews to become Assistant Pastor at St. Paul’s Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church.   

Nathanael Sherrill motioned to approve 

Jeff Thomas seconded 

Question was raised about protection for Mrs. Tews to stay in parsonage if some-

thing would happen to Pastor Tews.   

Discussion was held regarding adding language to Section 2.1.0 about use of Parson-

age by Mrs. Tews if something would happen to Pastor Tews.  Per discussion, it was 

determined that this would be addressed by the Elders and Church Council by making 

changes to the Parsonage Use Policy.    

Call to Question for standing vote  

Motioned carried by standing vote 

Pastor Sherrill will work on getting an installation date. 
 

Old Business 
No old business 
 

New Business 
No new business 
 

Motion to Adjourn  
Andy Raymod motioned to adjourn 

Nathanael Sherrill seconded 

Motion carried  
 

Closing Prayer 
Closed with singing of Doxology 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Priscilla Oliver 
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2025 Iowa District West Convention Recap 

 On June 8th through June 10th, 2025, the 42nd annual Iowa District West Convention was held at Camp 

Okoboji.  The theme for the IDW Convention was Psalm 145:4 “One generation commends Your works to another”. 

 
St. Paul’s member Bill Kruse was our member delegate, along with Pastor Frank, and Pastor Sherrill, attended the con-

vention. 

 
Delegates elected new a President, and 1st and 2nd Vice Presidents.  Rev. Paul Egger was elected President, Rev. Jona-

than Riggert and Rev. Benjamin Dose as first and second vice-presidents.  Current IDW President Rev. Steven Turner 

announced last year he was retiring and would settle in Des Moines, IA.   

 
The items on the agenda that affect St. Paul’s the most were, Rev. Nathan Sherrill was elected as Circuit “Visitor”  for 

the Council Bluffs Circuit of IDW (let this be a lesson to everyone, make sure you attend church sponsored meetings.  

If you don’t you get drafted.  Pastor Sherrill originally accepted being the Circuit Visitor last year, but it became official 

at the convention. If you would like to know what a Circuit Visitor is, please go back and read the August 2024 edition 

of The Word that explains what the Circuit Visitor does. 

 
The other item that will affect St. Paul’s and the Council Bluffs Circuit is five of the former Southwest Circuit of Iowa 

District West were merged into the Council Bluffs Circuit.  The new Congregations in the CB Circuit are:   

Clarinda, Immanuel, Clarinda, St. John, Clarinda, St. Paul, Shenandoah, Trinity, and Villisca, Mt. Calvary.  The other six 

Congregations of the Southwest Circuit were merged into the Adair Circuit, and Des Monies East Circuit of IDW.  The 

main reason for this realignment was the Southwest Circuit size had dropped below the 1,500 minimum. LCMS Consti-

tutional ByLaw 3.1.2(a) An electoral circuit shall consist either of one or two adjacent visitation circuits, as shall be de-

termined by the district board of directors on the basis of the following requirements: each pair of delegates shall rep-

resent from 7 to 20 member congregations, involving an aggregate confirmed membership ranging from 1,500 to 

10,000”;. 

 
For more information on the 42nd IDW Convention, please visit the following link to the IDW webpage: 

https://www.idwlcms.org/convention.php or look for more information in the July edition of the IDW newsletter at:  

https://www.idwlcms.org/publications.php .  

Rev. Paul Egger 

New IDW President 

Rev. Jonathan Riggert 

New IDW 1st Vice-President 
Rev. Benjamin Dose 

New IDW 2nd Vice-President 

Rev. Steven Turner 

Former IDW President 
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 On Sunday, June 15, 2025, St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church celebrated several anniversaries surrounding 

Ministry & Missions. 

 

St. Paul's celebrated 144 years of Ministry & Missions, 94 of those years here at St. Paul's current location 239 Frank St. 

 
St. Paul's welcomed LCMS missionary and sacred music educator for Asia, Rebecca "Becky" Bartelt.  Becky is based in 

Taiwan; she assists church partners in the region in learning about and developing hymnody. She also coordinates music 

programs in local congregations for the edification of the church and as an outreach to people in the community.  Becky 

spoke about her current work during a combined Adult Bible Class & Sunday School.   

 
St. Paul's held an outdoor Worship Service at 10:45am.  St. Paul's brass instrumentalists provided music for the service.  

110 members, friends, and neighbors attended the Worship Service and heard Pastor Sherrill preach from the outdoor 

pulpit.  A wonderful worship service, even Pastor Tews watched the service from the parsonage while recovering from a 

recent hospital stay. 

 
Following the worship service, everyone gathered for an outdoor picnic, and a celebration of Pastor Sherrill's twenty 

years in ministry and service here at St. Paul's.  A wonderful afternoon of food and fellowship sitting under the four 

stately oak trees on the west lawn named by Dr. "C" as Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 

 
Thank you to everyone who attended St. Paul's Ministry & Mission Sunday. Here are several pictures from Sunday, and a 

few videos of Sunday's events. 

 

More pictures and videos maybe found on St. Paul’s Facebook page at:  https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB 

St. Paul’s Ministry & Mission Sunday 
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Scan the QR code to visit 

David’s Harp website for 

more information. 

 

 

 
Missions in Latin American and the Caribbean 
 
St. Paul’s is doubly blessed in the month of June!  Not only will we host 

Becky on Sunday June 15th, but this just in, Missionary Ted Krey and 

his family will be visiting us on Sunday, June 29th!  Coming to the states 

in order to attend the LWML national convention, (of which, Pastor 

Frank is organist), Pastor Krey will preach and present on missions in 

the Latin America/Caribbean Region of LCMS international missions.  
Please join us this day to meet the Krey’s and learn more about mis-

sions around the world! 

The Word - Additional News & Notes Former Members 

The children of Pastor George & Sharon are planning a surprise card shower for their 50th Wedding Anniver-

sary on Sunday, August 3, 2025.  You can mail your card to:   Gus & Sharon George 

         4869 Coolidge Ave 

         Ireton, IA 51027 
 
In lieu of personal gifts, you may make a charitable gift to the Orphan Grain Train of Norfolk, NE. 

The address is: Orphan Grain Train 

   P. O. Box 1466 

   Norfolk, NE 68702 

Former St. Paul’s Member’s Joanne Hartfield and her daughter Paula Smith, will be  

visiting St. Paul’s, on Sunday, June 29th, at the 8:00am Divine Service.     
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 St. Paul’s will once again be hosting the CTSFW—Continuing Education Class during the first week in August.  

The class is titled “Get the Message Straight, Missouri.  Get the Message Out, Missouri” - 

taught by Rev. Dr. Cameron MacKenzie. 

 

Description: 
 

These words from the sainted A. L. Barry, president of the LCMS from 1992 to 2001, are a fundamental theme in the syn-

od's self-understanding from the time of its founding to the present. This course, a brief summary of the synod's history, 

will test that theme by looking at significant personalities and critical moments that have marked the synodical story for 

more than 175 years. 

 

Schedule: 

 
Tuesday, Aug 05, 2025–Friday, Aug 08, 2025  

 

Class begins with Matins each day at 8:30 a.m. 

 

The final day ends at 12:00 p.m. 

 

Coffee and rolls are provided each morning and lunch is provided for free each day at noon. 

 

This course is graciously sponsored by the Council Bluffs Circuit of Iowa 

District West.  
 
For more information and to register, please visit the following website:  

https://concordiatheologicalseminary3.my.site.com/s/continuing-education-detail?recordId=a1yUh000003RxBxIAK 

 

Or scan the QR code to go to the link above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
You may also call LeeAnna Rondot at (260) 452-2204 or email LeeAnna at LeeAnna.Rondot@ctsfw.edu to register, or if 

you have any questions regarding the course. 

We look forward to seeing you August 5 - August 8. 

Concordia Theological Seminary - Fort Wayne Continuing Education Class 

August 5 - 8, 2025, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 

Get the Message Straight, Missouri. Get the Message Out, Missouri.  
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The Word - Additional News & Notes  

2025 St. Paul’s Pictorial Directory Update 
 The new pictorial directory is about ready to be printed.  We are waiting for one more makeup date on Sun-

day, June 22, 2025.  You can stop in between services from 9:15am to 10:15am and after the 10:45am Divine Service.  

If you are unable to make it on June 22nd, you can still email your picture to the St. Paul’s Church Office address 

splccboffice@splccb.org. The goal is to begin printing the directories the beginning of July, and hand out at the end of 

July.  Samples of the pictorial directory are in the Church Lounge and in the Church Narthex.  Here are a few more 

picture from previous pictorial directories. 

2016 Directory 
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ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

239 Frank St 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Phone: 712-322-4729 

E-mail: 

splccboffice@splccb.org 

We’re on the web 

stpaulscouncilbluffs.org  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Statistics 

YouTube Subscribers 184 

Facebook Followers 956 

Instagram Followers 12 

Congregation 
Members 

555 

Households 252 

May 2025 St. Paul’s Dashboard 

St. Paul’s Congregation  

by the numbers 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church May Income & Expense* 

St. Paul’s May 2025 2025 Year to Date 

Total Income $  32,742.09  $ 246,842.24  

Total Expenses $  34,793.83  $ 246,816.38  

Income Less Expense $   2,051.74  $      25.86  

SPLECC May 2025 2025 Year to Date 

Total Income $  37,946.54  $ 180,055.58  

Total Expenses $  40,026.24 $ 209,702.55  

Income Less Expense $   2,079.70  $  29,646.97  

* This is a snapshot of the income and expense report to date. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center 

May Income & Expense* 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early 

Childhood Center   

by the numbers 

Students 47 

May 2025 Attendance 8:00 422 

May 2025 Attendance 10:45 318 

May 2025 Attendance Seasonal Services 77 

May 2025 Total In-Person Attendance 817 
May 2025 Sunday Facebook Views 1,225 

May 2025 Sunday YouTube Views 213 

May 2025 Seasonal Facebook Views 260 

May 2025 Seasonal YouTube Views 38 

May 2025 Total Online Views 1,736 
Total May 2025 2,553 

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory May Income & Expense* 

St. Paul’s MC May 2025 2025 Year to Date 

Total Income $  1,857.00 $  31,862.17 

Total Expenses $  1,041.54 $  28,114.70 

Income Less Expense $    815.46 $   3,747.47 
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Our Family - June Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Birthdays 

June 1 
Mark Bowerman 

Barbara Hornbeck 
 

June 2 

Theresa Bowerman 

Mark Dix 
 

June3 

Diane M. Machmuller 

Nicole Smith 

Knoxley Lane 

Karen Reynolds 
 

June 4 

Sierra Anderson 

Timothy E. Johnson 

Eric Maurice 

Cindy Sadowski 

Kristin Schultz 
  

June 5 

Gabriel Burns 
 

June 6 

Jacquelyn Dix 
Maddie Trail 

Clayton Westervelt 
 

June 12 

Lillian Hansen 

Ethan Wurdeman 
 

June 13 

Stacia Olsen 

Renae Seipold 

Briar Wilson 
 

June 17 

Coreen Trost 
 

June 19 

Brooke E. Nelson 
 

June 21 

Michael B. Rossbund 
 

June 23 

Tyler Freese 

Teresa Gough 
 

June 24 

Emily Fingerhut 

Marjorie Miller 
 

June 25 

Madeline Burns 

 

June 26 
Linda Yates 
 

June 27 

Margaret McKee 
 

June 29 

Lakin Bryson 

Joshua Dix 

Kayla Walden 

Brenda Wurdeman 
 

June 29 

Jane French 

Denise Lane 

Robert Machmuller 

Shirley Walker 

Meritt Wilson 

If your name, birthday, or anniver-

sary is not on the list, or is incor-

rect, please contact the Church 

Office at 712-322-4729 or  

email @ splccboffice@splccb.org,  

or scan the  

QR code here. 

Anniversaries 

 
June 5 

David & Debra Klinge 

Don & Wanda Mathisen 
 

June 7 

Rober & Karen Hardick 

Darryl & Melissa Walden 
 

June 8 
Horst & Kathleen Rossbund 

Rev. Nathan & Tina Sherrill 

Rev. James & Susan Tews 
 

June 9 

Kyle & Rachel  
 

June 10 
Greg & Lisa Montgomery 
 

June 12 
James & Dixie Roberts 
 

June 13 

William Wege & 

Joan Von Tersch-Wege 
 

June 14 

Robert & Jolene Stiles 
 

June 15 
Matt & Elizabeth Escritt 

Cody & Janna Thomas 
 

June 17 

Art & Gardner 
Nathanael & Anna Sherrill 
 

June 19 

Dick & Elaine Leu 
 

June 20 

Mike & Penney Rollins  
 

June 23 

Bruce & Joanne Klein 
 

June 28 

Nathan & Alicia Burns 

Jesse & Ashley Smith 
 

June 30 

Wendell & Bonnie Volkens 



Ju
ly 2

0
2

5
 

Su
n

d
ay

 
M

o
n

d
ay

 
Tu

e
sd

ay
 

W
e

d
n

e
sd

ay
 

Th
u

rsd
ay

 
Frid

ay
 

Satu
rd

ay
 

  
  

1 
6

am
 M

en
's B

ib
le 

Stu
d

y
 

2 
9

am
 C

h
ap

el @
 SP

LEC
C

 

3 
9

am
 C

h
ap

el @
 SP

LEC
C 

9
:1

5
am

 P
arish

 &
 EC

C
 

A
d

m
in

 M
e

eti
n

g
 

4 
 O

ffi
c
 

5 
9

am
 W

o
m

en
's B

ib
le 

Stu
d

y
 

3
rd Su

n
d

ay aft
e

r    6
 Trin

i-
ty 
 8

am
 D

ivin
e Service 

9
:3

0
am

 Ed
u

cati
o

n
 

H
o

u
r 

7
 

8 
  

9 
9

am
 C

h
ap

el @
 SP

LEC
C

 

1
0 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C 
6

:3
0

p
m

 C
o

u
n

cil 
M

ee
ti

n
g
 

1
1
 

1
2
 

4
th Su

n
d

ay aft
e

r  1
3 

Trin
ity 

8
am

 D
ivin

e Service 
9

:3
0

am
 Ed

u
cati

o
n

 
H

o
u

r 
1

0
:4

5
am

 D
ivin

e Service
 

1
4
 

1
5
 

1
6 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C
 

1
7 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C 
9

:1
5

am
 P

arish
 &

 EC
C

 
A

d
m

in
 M

e
eti

n
g 

1
1

:3
0

am
 W

o
m

en
's 

B
ib

le Stu
d

y 
3

p
m

 D
r. C

's Sin
g A

lo
n

g
 

1
8
 

1
9
 

5
th Su

n
d

ay aft
e

r  2
0 

Trin
ity 

8
am

 D
ivin

e Service 
9

:3
0

am
 Ed

u
cati

o
n

 
H

o
u

r 
1

0
:4

5
am

 D
ivin

e Service
 

2
1
 

2
2
 

2
3 

N
e

w
sle

tt
e

r A
rti

cle
s 

D
u

e 
9

am
 C

h
ap

el @
 SP

LEC
C

 

2
4 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C
 

2
5
 

2
6
 

6
th Su

n
d

ay aft
e

r  2
7 

Trin
ity 

8
am

 D
ivin

e Service 
9

:3
0

am
 Ed

u
cati

o
n

 
H

o
u

r 
1

0
:4

5
am

 D
ivin

e Service
 

2
8
 

2
9
 

3
0 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C
 

3
1 

9
am

 C
h

ap
el @

 SP
LEC

C
 

  
  



Page 22 Volume 2025, Issue VI—VII 

Our Family - July Birthdays & Anniversaries  

Birthdays 

July 2 

Tristan Harris 

Gertrud Rossbund 
 

July3 

Amelia Dix 

Denell Hansen 
 

July 4 

Robert M. Seipold 
 

July 6 

Kellyn Dix 
 

July 7 

Linda Hunter 
 

July 8 

Elizabeth Bloom 

Rebecca Heinicke 
 

July 9 

Dianna M. Finch 
Oakley Lane 

Kimberly Schnoor 
 

July 10 

Avery Fink 
 

July 12 

James Curtis 

Lynn A. Mohling 
 

July 13 

Paul Johnson 

Savannah R. Mohling 

Dixie Roberts 

James T. Waggoner 

Melinda Wellnitz 
 

July 14 
Alex Osborne 

Allison Storey 
 

July 17 

Janell Boes 

Robert True 

Matthew R. Waggoner 
Patrick Roberts 
 

July 21 

Julie Moreno 

July 22 

Nick Cowell 

Karen Dukes 

Joel Maurice 

Christina Osborne 

Will True  
 

July 23 

Bob Finch Jr 

Thomas Penney 
 

July 24 

Aubrey Escritt 

Dana Shelton 

Brad White 
 

July 25 

Heidi Penney 

Jeremiah T. Sherrill 
 

July 26 

Mark Johnson 
 

July 28 

Jeremy Curtis 

Albert Sadowski 

Michael Smothers 
 

July 29 

Amy Hanson 

Ryan Nelson 
 

July 30 

James Bellamy 

Thomas Iverson 

Judith Johnson 
 

July 31 

Robert Gittins 

If your name, birthday, or anniver-

sary is not on the list, or is incor-

rect, please contact the Church 

Office at 712-322-4729 or  

email @ splccboffice@splccb.org,  

or scan the  

QR code here. 

Anniversaries 

 
July 1 

Tim & Denell Hansen 
 

July 7 

Corey & Lisa Shelton 
 

July 13 
Steve & Denise Krohn 

Alex & Tayler Tague 
 

July 18 
Rev. Timothy & Sandra Frank 

Robert & Marjorie Poggensee 
 

July 26 

Max & Phily Raymond 

James  Carla Schmit 
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Those Who Serve - June 2025 
June 01, 2025 Exaudi 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Emily Escritt Hector Raymond 

Elder Kyle Johnson Eric Nelson 

Greeter(s) Angela Lantz Ushers 

Ushers 
Bob Finke, Tim Salin, Luke Batterman, Dan 
Wurdeman, Jeff Thomas 

Andy Hansen, Dave Hansen, Tim Hansen, 
Bob Finch, Carter Shockey 

Opening/Closing Church Bob Finke Ushers 

June 08, 2025 The Day of Pentecost 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Mark Johnson Jonathan Sherrill 

Elder Kyle Johnson Eric Nelson 

Greeter(s) Angela Lantz Ushers 

Ushers 
Greg Montgomery, Horst Rossbund, Bill 
Kruse, Peter Heinicke, Tim Johnson 

Bradley Adams, Donnie Bloom, James Villar-
real, Dan Hanusa, Tommy Knipe 

Opening/Closing Church Bob Finke Ushers 

June 15, 2025 The Holy Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Brookelynn Adams 0 

Elder Bob Finke Bob Finke 

Greeter(s) Angela Lantz Ushers 

Ushers 
Greg Montgomery, Matt Escritt, Tim Salin, 
Tim Johnson, Peter Heinicke 

Bradley Adams, Dan Hanusa, Donnie Bloom, 
Bob Finch, Geno Velasco 

Opening/Closing Church Bob Finke Ushers 

June 22, 2025 First Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Ethan Wurdeman Eden Ferris 

Elder Matt Escritt Andy Raymond 

Greeter(s) Angela Lantz Ushers 

Ushers 
Derek Stephenson, Dan Wurdeman, Bill 
Kruse, Jeff Thomas, Luke Batterman 

Sam Raymond, Max Raymond, Nathanael 
Sherrill, Jeremiah Sherrill, Martin Cannon 

Opening/Closing Church Bob Finke Ushers 

June 29, 2025 St. Peter & St. Paul 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Everett Farrell Malaika Lusajo 

Elder Kyle Johnson Eric Nelson 

Greeter(s) Angela Lantz Ushers 

Ushers 
Tim Johnson, Bill Kruse, Jeff Thomas, Bob 
Finke, Jeff Thomas 

Andy Hansen, Dave Hansen, Tim Hansen, 
Donnie Bloom, Geno Velasco 

Opening/Closing Church Bob Finke Ushers 
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Those Who Serve - July 2025 

July 27, 2025 Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Emily Escritt Jonathan Sherrill 

Elder Matt Escritt Dan Hanusa 

Greeter(s) Ushers Ushers 

Ushers 
Tim Johnson, Bill Kruse, Jeff Thomas, Derek Ste-
phenson, Peter Heinicke 

Ed Frank , Jeremiah Sherrill, Joel Sherrill, Isaac 
Sherrill, Nathanael Sherrill 

Opening/Closing Church Ushers Ushers 

    

August 03, 2025 Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Everett Farrell Eden Ferris 

Elder Kyle Johnson Eric Nelson 

Greeter(s) Ushers Ushers 

Ushers 
Matt Escritt, Tim Salin, Luke Batterman, Bob Finke, 
Dan Wurdeman 

Bradley Adams, Donnie Bloom, Dan Hanusa, Geno 
Velasco, Bob Finch 

Opening/Closing Church Ushers Ushers 

   

August 10, 2025 Eighth Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Jonathan Frank Malaika Lusajo 

Elder Bob Finke Bob Finke 

Greeter(s) Ushers Ushers 

Ushers 
Peter Heinicke, Jeff Thomas, Tim Salin, Greg 
Montgomery, Bill Kruse 

Andy Hansen, Dave Hansen, Tim Hansen, Tommy 
Knipe, Donnie Bloom 

Opening/Closing Church Ushers Ushers 

   

August 17, 2025 Ninth Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Acolyte Mark Johnson Hector Raymond 

Elder Matt Escritt Andy Raymond 

Greeter(s) Ushers Ushers 

Ushers 
Bob Finke, Greg Montgomery, Derek Stephenson, 
Tim Johnson, Peter Heinicke 

Ed Frank , Carter Shockey, Sam Raymond, James 
Villarreal, Geno Velasco 

Opening/Closing Church Ushers Ushers 
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St. Boniface’s Bliztorte 

We Lutherans like to celebrate our church’s history 

and the German Heritage that comes with it.  To-

day’s recipe is named for St. Boniface, an English 

Benedictine Monk whose heart and work was to 

bring the gospel to the Franks (Germanic tribes).  

He lived from about 675 to 754, nearly eight hun-

dred years before Martin Luther, and was instru-

mental organizing the Christian Church in the Ger-

manic parts of Francia.  He and his party was mar-

tyred on the way to a meeting to confirm new be-

lievers, when a band of armed robbers attacked, 

believing the chests they carried held gold and silver.  

The attackers found only sacred texts. Legend says 

that St. Boniface held up a copy of the Gospel to 

fend off his attacker, who stabbed him through the 

book.  Many statues show him holding a Bible with a 

sword piercing it.  We give thanks to God for all 

those who have worked and suffered (past and pre-

sent) to spread the good news of Jesus to a world in 

desperate need of it. 

• ¼ tsp salt 

• ½ C milk 

• 1 C cold heavy whipping cream 

• 2 tbsp powdered sugar 

• ¼-½ C slivered almonds optional 

• ½ C chopped berries optional 

Ingredients 

 

• ½ C shortening 

• 1 C sugar divided in half 

• 4 egg yolks (unbeaten) 

• 2½ tsp vanilla or almond extract divided 

• 1 C all-purpose flour sifted 

• 2 tsp baking powder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Instructions 

1.  Preheat the oven to 350. Separate the eggs into two separate bowls with whites in one and yolks in another. 

2.  Cream the shortening, sugar, egg yolks, and 1 tsp. of the vanilla/almond extract together. Beat until well blended. 

3.  Add the sifted flour, baking powder, and salt to the mixture. After incorporated, add the milk. Beat well. 

4.  Put the cake batter in 2 greased 8” cake pans. 

5.  Beat the remaining egg whites until peaks form. Add the other ½ cup sugar and another 1 tsp. vanilla/almond extract to the eggs. 

Beat until it is an airy and light whipped meringue. Spread it evenly between the two battered pans and sprinkle with almonds. 

6.  Bake for about 35 minutes until the meringue is set. Cool the pans fully on a wire rack. 

7.  Make the whipped cream filling by beating cold cream, powdered sugar, and remaining ½ teaspoon of extract together. 

8.  Place one cake on the serving plate with meringue side up. Spread whipped cream between layers. Add more slivered almonds 

or berries if you’d like. Place the other cake on top with the meringue side up, too. Keep refrigerated until serving and using a 

serrated knife to cut! 
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