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Our Catechetical Approach 
 

For over 15 years, St. Paul’s Congregation has utilized 

a hymns of the season strategy for learning and 

relearning the hymns of the faith. St. Paul exhorts us 

in Colossians 3:16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 

all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual 

songs with thankfulness in your hearts to God.” 

Christians have a song to sing because Christ has 

redeemed us through His cross and empty tomb. There 

is no greater message to sing about in all the world! 

When we sing, we proclaim this truth one to another. We teach and encourage one 

another even as we look forward to joining in the heavenly song to come! 

One of the blessings of music is that it helps us remember and internalize the teachings 

of Scripture. For example, its often observed that those who struggle with memory later 

in life will long remember the hymns they learned to love as children. Rather than 

giving our children music that they will grow out of, we at St. Paul’s strive to give them 

music that they will grow into, music that will give them rich comfort and sound 

instruction throughout their lives. 

The hymns of the season strategy is designed so that all, young and old, will have the 

opportunity to learn and reflect upon a thoughtfully selected set of hymns more deeply. 

The hymn for each season is used congregationally, chorally, and/or instrumentally in 

some way at each Divine Service. The hymns are sung regularly at Sunday School and 

Christ Academy. Ultimately, their use is encouraged daily within the home as families 

gather for their home devotions. During the course of each season, we encourage all of 

our members to challenge themselves to learn at least the first stanza of each hymn. To 

assist in this endeavor, we will provide simple audio recordings of each hymn to be 

accessed digitally by our members on our website. (www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/hymns) 

In addition to learning hymns of the season, we also encourage one another to learn by 

heart key texts of Scripture. These include the Six Chief Parts of the Catechism, as 

well as other Biblical passages. Learn by heart passages are included with the hymns in 

the pages that follow. 

Finally, you will find the catechetical schedule for both Sunday School and Christ 

Academy. We encourage you to use this schedule as a guide in your home as you read 

and discuss the appointed Biblical texts as a family. 

Feel free to take home as many copies of this booklet as are needed for your household. 

Grow together with your friends at St. Paul’s as we read, meditate upon, pray, sing, and 

confess God’s precious Word! 
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Theme Hymn (September 3-October 12) 

Praise the Almighty LSB 797 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Daniel Herrnschmidt, 1675–1723; tr. Alfred E. R. Brauer, 1866–1949, alt. 
Tune: New-vermehrte Christliche Seelenharpf, 1665, Ansbach 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Trinity C (October 13-November 29) 

For All the Saints LSB 677 

 

 

 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 

Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Advent (November 30-December 24) 

Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB 336 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Christmas (December 25 – January 5) 

O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. 
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Epiphany/Prelent (January 6-February 17) 

The Star Proclaims the King Is Here LSB 399 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Lent (February 18-April 4) 

A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth LSB 438 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: Public domain 
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Easter (April 5-May 23) 

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious LSB 548 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Trinity A (May 24 – July 11) 

Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest LSB 498 

 

 

 
 

5 Drive far away our wily foe, 

And Your abiding peace bestow; 

With You as our protecting guide, 

No evil can with us abide. 

 

6 Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And You, from both, as Three in One 

That we Your name may ever bless 

And in our lives the truth confess. 

 

D 7 Praise we the Father and the Son 

And Holy Spirit, with them One, 

And may the Son on us bestow 

The gifts that from the Spirit flow! 
Text: attr. Rabanus Maurus, 776–856; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Trinity B (July 12 – August 31) 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty LSB 790 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Ander Theil Des Erneuerten Gesang-Buchs, 1665, Stralsund 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Learn by Heart Bible Memory 
 

Psalm 146 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD, O my soul!  2 I will praise the LORD as long as I 

live; I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.  3 Put not your trust in 

princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.  4 When his breath departs he 

returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish.  5 Blessed is he whose help is the 

God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his God,  6 who made heaven and earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever;  7 who executes justice for the 

oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets the prisoners free;  8 the 

LORD opens the eyes of the blind. The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the 

LORD loves the righteous.  9 The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the 

widow and the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  10 The LORD 

will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. Praise the LORD! 

 

Hebrews 12:1-2   

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us,  2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated 

at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

Revelation 1:5b-7   

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  6 and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen.  7 Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those 

who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so. 

Amen. 

 

Luke 2:13-14   
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God 

and saying,  14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 

whom he is pleased!" 

 

Matthew 2:1-8 (9-12) 

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,  2 saying, "Where is he who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him."  3 

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;  4 and 

assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Christ was to be born.  5 They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by 

the prophet:  6 "' And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 

among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 

people Israel.'"  7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from 

them what time the star had appeared.  8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I 

too may come and worship him." 9 After listening to the king, they went on their way. 
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And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to 

rest over the place where the child was.  10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy.  11 And going into the house they saw the child with Mary 

his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they 

offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.  12 And being warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 

 

Isaiah 53:1-6  Who has believed what they heard from us? And to whom has the arm 

of the LORD been revealed?  2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a 

root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no 

beauty that we should desire him.  3 He was despised and rejected by men; a man of 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 

despised, and we esteemed him not.  4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 

sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.  5 But he was 

wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed.  6 All we like 

sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has 

laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:20-22, 51-57  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  21 For as by a man came death, by a man has 

come also the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall 

all be made alive…. 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52 in 

a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this 

perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on 

immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up 

in victory."  55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  56 The 

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, who gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

John 14:15-17   
15 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  16 And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,  17 even the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know 

him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 
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Psalm 148 

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!  2 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts!  3 Praise him, sun and moon, praise 

him, all you shining stars!  4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the 

heavens!  5 Let them praise the name of the LORD! For he commanded and they were 

created.  6 And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall not 

pass away.  7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps,  8 

fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!  9 Mountains and all hills, 

fruit trees and all cedars!  10 Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds!  
11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  12 Young men 

and maidens together, old men and children!  13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 14 He has raised up 

a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel who are near to 

him. Praise the LORD! 
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A Guide for Family Devotions 
Opening Prayer: 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare Your praise. 

Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Hymn: Hymn of the Season 

 

Memory: 

Learn by Heart Passages, Small Catechism  

 

Bible Reading: 

Bible, 101 Bible Stories, A Bible History, etc. 

 

Prayers for others and ourselves: 

Daily guide for prayer on page 294 in hymnal. 

 

Closing Prayer: 

Morning: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 

may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and 

all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. Amen. 

 

Evening: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me 

all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 

Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 

angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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