
The Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 
The Sunday of the Great Commandment 

“Single-hearted Love of God in Christ” 
 

 
 
 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.” 

Matthew 22:37-38 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA 

October 19, 2025 

  



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the 

ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of 

the hymnal.  

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if 

you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 

 

Preacher/Liturgist:  Rev. Nathan Sherrill 

Organist:  Rev. Timothy Frank, Elizabeth Johnson 

Pianists:  Sarah Ruth Johnson (8 a.m.) 

Kantors:  Ivy Farrell (8 a.m.); Samuel Frank (10:45 a.m.) 

 

The Word in Music 

Prelude: “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” – Settings by Kevin Hildebrand, Paul Manz, 

and Benjamin Kolodziej 

Offering: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” – Setting by Kenneth Kosche 

Distribution: “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” – Setting by Timothy Shaw 

Postlude: “Love Divine, Al Loves Excelling” – Setting by Paul Manz 

 

Service Notes: The Pharisees try to test Jesus even as the Sadducees did.  This time 

they asked, “Which is the great commandment in the Law?”  Jesus answers two-

fold:  “Love God and Love your neighbor.”  Jesus further teaches that every law and 

all the words of the prophets are based on the law of love.  On this Sunday which 

emphasizes “Single-hearted love of God in Christ,” we explore the fact that Jesus 

alone is able to fulfill the Law of Love, and He did this willingly for the world.  

 

Today’s Hymn of Invocation calls on Jesus to stir our hearts “to seek and love and 

fear” Him (LSB 904). In the Gradual, the psalmist cries out, “I love the Lord, for He 

heard my voice” (Psalm 116). The Hymn of the Day gives voice to our desire to love 



God throughout our lives. Finally, our Hymn of Departure (LSB 544) reminds us 

that our love is drawn from Jesus’ love and obedience for us! 

 
 

Divine Service Setting 3 
 

Prelude: 
 

904 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 



Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  



Introit Psalm 122:1, 6, 8–9; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

 

Give peace, O Lord, to those who | wait for you,* 

 and let your prophets be proven | faithful. 

Hear the prayer of your | servants,* 

 according to the blessing of Aaron upon your | people. 

I was glad when they | said to me,* 

 “Let us go to the house | of the LORD!” 

Pray for the peace of Je- | rusalem!* 

 May they be secure who | love you! 

For my brothers and com- | panions’ sake* 

 I will say, “Peace be with- | in you!” 

For the sake of the house of the | LORD our God,* 

 I will | seek your good. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Give peace, O Lord, to those who | wait for you,* 

 and let your prophets be proven | faithful. 

Hear the prayer of your | servants,* 

 according to the blessing of Aaron upon your | people. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 



that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P O God, because without You we are not able to please You, mercifully 

grant that Your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Deuteronomy 10:12–21 
 12“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear 

the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13and to keep the commandments 

and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good? 
14Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the 

earth with all that is in it. 15Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers 

and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day. 
16Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. 
17For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the 

mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. 18He 

executes justice for the fatherless and the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving 

him food and clothing. 19Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners 

in the land of Egypt. 20You shall fear the LORD your God. You shall serve him 

and hold fast to him, and by his name you shall swear. 21He is your praise. He is 

your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes 

have seen.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 



Gradual            “For You, O Lord, Have Delivered My Soul from Death”  

 (Psalm 116:1-9) – Setting by Kevin Hildebrand 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:1–9 
 1Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our 

brother Sosthenes, 

 2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, 

called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 

 3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5that in every way you were enriched in him in all 

speech and all knowledge—6even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed 

among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in 

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful, by whom you were called into 

the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  
Stand 

 

Verse LSB 190 

Alleluia. Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 22:34–46 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they 

gathered together. 35And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test 

him. 36“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37And he said to 

him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind. 38This is the great and first commandment. 39And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40On these two 

commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 

 41Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a 

question, 42saying, “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is he?” 



They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that 

David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 

44“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 until I put your enemies under your feet’? 

45If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46And no one was able to 

answer him a word, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more 

questions. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

694 Thee Will I Love, My Strength, My Tower 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon          “Love is the Fulfillment of the Law”               Matthew 22:34-40 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 

Sit 

Distribution 
 



708 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

 
5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare 

long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are 

strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh 

rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious 

day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D 8  From earth’s wide bounds, from 

ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the 

countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 



700 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



683 Jesus, Thy Boundless Love to Me 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: Norman Cocker, 1889–1953 

Text: Public domain 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

  



544 O Love, How Deep 

 

 

 

 
 
5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath. 

 

6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 

For us He sent His Spirit here 

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 

D 7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
Text: attr. Thomas à Kempis, 1380–1471; tr. Benjamin Webb, 1819–85, alt. 

Tune: English, 15th cent. 
Text: Public domain 

 



Postlude: 
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rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Opportunities for Growth 

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 

 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Monday 6:00 p.m. Bells  

 7:00 p.m. Festival Choir 

Wednesday 4:30 p.m. Cantate Domino Choir 

 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Christ Academy 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m.  Divine Service 

 

The Congregation at Prayer 

Those ill or recovering:  Dorothy Jacox, Lance Maness, Wanda Mathisen,  Diane 

Machmuller, Christine Circo, Mary Johannes, Jayne McIlrath, Elizabeth 

Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Tina Lamason (sister 

of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), 

Randy Falknor (cousin of Kent Seetin), Gene Leutz (friend of Kent Seetin), Pastor 

North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin of Kent Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and 

Ronda Thomas’ niece), Cecelia (CC) Kelly (wife of Tristan Harris), Brian Nohr 

(friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Family of Charlie Hartwell 

Richard Paul and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music 

Conservatory 

  



News and Notes 

Wendell Volkens would like to thank everyone for their prayers following his 

successful surgery! 

 

Pastor Frank & Pastor Sherrill will be out of town Wednesday - Friday. 

 

The SPLECC Board will be meeting this Tuesday, October 21st, at 6:00pm at the 

Early Childhood Center, 1500 N 16th Street. 

 

We are in need of volunteers to weed, pick up branches, limbs and acorns 

around the parsonage. There will be a weekly sign-up sheet on the lounge window 

beginning October 5th. Thank you. 

   
The Christ Academy meal for, this week will be All Potluck.  No main dish will be 

provided.  Everyone is encouraged to bring one of their favorite casseroles, side 

dish, or dessert.  Dinner will begin at 5:00pm.  The elders will guide discussion of 1 

Samuel 16-18.  

 

Festival Choir will sing next Sunday for Reformation Sunday. Please join us for 

rehearsal Monday evening at 7 p.m. if you are willing to sing. Contact Pastor Frank 

for more information. 

 

St. Paul’s annual Reformation Potluck Meal will be next Sunday, October 26, 

2025, immediately following the 10:45am Divine Service. A main dish (Brats & 

Hot Dogs), along with drinks will be provided.  We ask that you please bring your 

favorite German side dish or dessert.  If you have any questions or would like to 

help, please contact Karen Burns at 712-309-1070. 

 

Jerry Gaffney is celebrating her 92nd birthday Monday, October 20! Cards and 

greetings may be sent to her at  

Jerry Gaffney Room 118, Accura, 1203 S Elm St, Shenandoah, IA. She enjoys 

hearing from her St. Paul’s family. 

 

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side 

table, in the pamphlet holder rack, on the information table in the Church Lounge, 

and in the Church Office.  You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to 

an Usher before the start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate 

during the Offering.  Pastors will include the Prayer Requests during the Prayer of 



the Church.  During the week you may complete the Prayer Cards and place on 

Heidi's desk in the Church Office.    Prayer Request Cards will eventually be placed 

in the new cardholders to be installed soon in the church pews.  If you have any 

questions, please contact your Elder.  Thank you. Your St. Paul's Elders. 

 

Catechism 

 

Seventh Commandments and its meaning 

 

Seventh Commandment:  You shall not steal. 

 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not take our 

neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest way, but help him to 

improve and protect his possessions and income. 
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