
The Third Last Sunday of the Church Year 
The Sunday on the Mount of Olives 

“The Age Preceding the End” 
 

 
 

And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord…         

 I  Thessalonians 4:16-17 
 

 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA 

November 9, 2025 

  



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the 

ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of 

the hymnal.  

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if 

you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 

 

Preacher/Liturgist:  Rev. Timothy Frank 

Organist:  Harrison Moody 

Kantors:  Derek Stephenson (8 a.m.); Nathaneal Sherrill (10:45 a.m.) 

 

The Word in Music 

Prelude: “For All the Saints” – Setting by Richard Heschke; “I Know That My 

Redeemer Lives” – Setting by Balint Karosi 

Offering: “Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won” – Setting by Carl F. Schalk 

Distribution: “Behold a Host Arrayed in White” – (10:45 a.m.) 

Postlude: “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” – Setting by Ralph C. Schultz 
 

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side 

table, in the pamphlet holder rack, on the information table in the Church Lounge, 

and in the Church Office.  You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to 

an Usher before the start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate 

during the Offering.  Pastors will include the Prayer Requests during the Prayer of 

the Church.  During the week you may complete the Prayer Cards and place on 

Heidi's desk in the Church Office.    Prayer Request Cards will eventually be placed 

in the new cardholders to be installed soon in the church pews.  If you have any 

questions, please contact your Elder.  Thank you. - Your St. Paul's Elders. 
 

  



Divine Service Setting 3 

Prelude: 

 

461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 
 

5 He lives to silence all my fears; 

He lives to wipe away my tears; 

He lives to calm my troubled heart; 

He lives all blessings to impart. 

 

6 He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend; 

He lives and loves me to the end; 

He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing; 

He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 

 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 



8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. 
Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 



and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 31:1–2a, 5, 24; antiphon: vv. 9a, 15b, 17a 

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 

O LORD, let me not be | put to shame,* 

 for I call up- | on you. 

In you, O LORD, do I take | refuge;* 

 let me never be | put to shame. 

In your righteousness de- | liver me;* 

 incline your ear to me; rescue me | speedily! 

Into your hand I commit my | spirit;* 

 you have redeemed me, O LORD, | faithful God. 

Be strong, and let your heart take | courage,* 

 all you who wait | for the LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am | in distress;* 

 rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my perse- | cutors! 

O LORD, let me not be | put to shame,* 

 for I call up- | on you. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 



O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, we implore You, show Your mercy to Your humble 

servants that we, who put no trust in our own merits, may not be dealt with 

after the severity of Your judgment but according to Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Job 14:1–6 

1“Man who is born of a woman 

 is few of days and full of trouble. 
2He comes out like a flower and withers; 

 he flees like a shadow and continues not. 
3And do you open your eyes on such a one 

 and bring me into judgment with you? 
4Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 

 There is not one. 
5Since his days are determined, 

 and the number of his months is with you, 

 and you have appointed his limits that he cannot pass, 
6look away from him and leave him alone, 

 that he may enjoy, like a hired hand, his day.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



 

Gradual:                “Jesus Lives!  The Victory’s Won”             (LSB 490:1,4,5) 

 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 
 13But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are 

asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we 

believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring 

with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word 

from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, 

will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord himself will 

descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 

and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 

the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
18Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 
Stand 

 

Verse LSB 190 

Alleluia. There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 

habitation of the Most High. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:15–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 15[Jesus said:] “When you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the 

prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17Let the one who is on the 

housetop not go down to take what is in his house, 18and let the one who is in the 

field not turn back to take his cloak. 19And alas for women who are pregnant and 

for those who are nursing infants in those days! 20Pray that your flight may not 

be in winter or on a Sabbath. 21For then there will be great tribulation, such as 

has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be. 
22And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But 



for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short. 23Then if anyone says to 

you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24For false 

christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as 

to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. 25See, I have told you beforehand. 26So, 

if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, 

‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27For as the lightning comes 

from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man. 28Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  



And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

486 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death Stanza 1, Kantor 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 

Tune: Phillip Magness, 1963 
Text: © 1985 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: © 2003 Phillip Magness. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

 

Sermon                 “Encourage One Another with These Words” 

I Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 



Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 



Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



Distribution 
 

677 For All the Saints 

 

 

 

 
 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 

Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 

And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 

Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 

Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 



7 But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 

The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 

The King of Glory passes on His way. 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

D 8 From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

    Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97, alt. 
Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

673 Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

 

 

 
 
5 Apostles, martyrs, prophets, there 

    Around my Savior stand; 

And soon my friends in Christ below 

    Will join the glorious band. 

 

6 O Christ, do Thou my soul prepare 

    For that bright home of love 

That I may see Thee and adore 

    With all Thy saints above. 
Text: F. B. P., 16th cent., alt. 
Tune: American 
Text and tune: Public domain 



674 Jerusalem, O City Fair and High 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Matthäus Meyfart, 1590–1642; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Christlich Neu-vermehrt . . . Gesangbuch, 1663, Erfurt 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942 
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

  



465 Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 
Text: © 1958 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 



Postlude: 
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Opportunities for Growth 

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 

 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Monday 6:00 p.m. Bells  

Wednesday 4:30 p.m. Cantate Domino Choir 

 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Christ Academy 

Thursday 6:30 p.m. Council Meeting 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m.  Divine Service 

 

The Congregation at Prayer 

Those ill or recovering:  Dorothy Jacox, Lance Maness, Diane Machmuller, Mary 

Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), 

Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery 

(mother of Denise Krohn), Pastor North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin of Kent 

Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr (friend of 

Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost),  

Art Bandomer and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music 

Conservatory 

News and Notes 

 

Pastor Frank will lead a 1-session Bible Study today on the Resurrection of the 

Body. Pastor Sherrill will be out of the office through Tuesday as he presents at 

the Good Shepherd Institute in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 



Rev. Andrew Gerike (Mt. Calvary, Omaha) will be with us as our guest speaker 

this Wednesday at Christ Academy (5:45 p.m.). God's people were surrounded by 

and interacted with a variety of nations, tribes, and empires in the course of biblical 

history. It can be hard to keep them all straight, and tempting to not worry about 

knowing anything about them. We will review the various nations of the ancient 

near east, how they interacted with God's people, and the influence they had on holy 

history. Please join us! 

 

Save the Date! – Dale and Julia Burris are having their annual Christmas Tree 

OPEN HOUSE on Sunday, Dec. 7th and Sunday, Dec. 14th from 1:00 pm – 4:00 

pm. $5 per person or $10 per family. 
 

Catechism 
 

Review Commandments 5-9 
 

The Fifth Commandment:  You shall not murder. 

The Sixth Commandment:  You shall not commit adultery. 

The Seventh Commandment:  You shall not steal. 

The Eighth Commandment:  You shall not give false testimony against your 

neighbor. 

The Ninth Commandment:  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center 

239 Frank St. 1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-4729 712-322-3294 

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org  www.splecc.org  

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill  Director - Becca Heinicke 

Cell: 712-310-4248 becca.heinicke@splecc.org  

 Nathansherrill1978@gmail.com  Administrative Assistant – Glennda Hedlund 

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank glennda.hedlund@splecc.org   

Cell: 712-269-3683 School Office Hours 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com  Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 

   

Pastor Emeritus – Rev. Robert Lindau St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards 239 Frank St. 

splccboffice@splccb.org Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

Church Office Hours: 712-322-8832 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m. Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank 

Friday 8 a.m. - noon Cell: 712-269-3683  

 pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
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