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“Oh give thanks to
the LORD...”

Volume 2025, Issue XI November 2025

Dear Friends in Christ, opportunities for us to center our just His earthly gifts.
hearts on God's goodness and love, a
truth powerfully expressed in Psalm " .,
[18:1: "Oh give thanks to the LORD, 118 "my own beloved psalm.” He

for he is good; for his love endures

Over the last year | have had
a lot of fun with the Thursday wom-
en's Bible Study Class thinking about
the seasons of our lives, like, when
we were kids, and what our person-
al and family traditions were. We |
decided that, after we discussed
Thanksgiving and Christmas and
Easter and springtime and fall and
summer and winter traditions, many =
of our memories surround our
senses. We asked ourselves, "Do
we remember certain things more
fondly when you add one or more
of our senses!" As we approach

Martin Luther called Psalm

said, "l would trade all the wealth and
power of the Pope and Emperor for
it." One reason for this is seen in
verse 6 where the psalmist states,

[ "The Lord is on my side, | shall not

|| fear, what can man do to me?" And

|| verses |17 where we read, "l shall not
die but | shall live and declare the

|| works of the Lord." | think Luther
loved this psalm so much because it
moves past the temporal gifts of this
life to the eternal gifts that God also
gives, even the certain hope of eter-

Thanksgiving this year, | was think- nal life in Christ. Luther thought he
ing a lot about our bible study con- \ turned the world upside down. He
versations from last year! And I'm  Above z’md.BeIow: Pictures of the Thursday was often depressed and despond-
thinking, "Yes, absolutely, we re- women'’s Bible Study Class. ent. But God's word was his anchor
member better in connection to throughout his life. He would often

our senses." The fresh baked bread,
grandma's famous potatoes and —
stuffing, grandpa raising and butcher- !
ing the turkey, cousins coming over, [{illlil
the crisp autumn air, the fresh baked Al
pumpkin pie, the hot applesauce and

turn to hymns and psalms and biblical
texts for reassurance, comfort and
hope. This same hope in Christ is
what elevates our joy throughout the

seasons of our lives as well.

With Luther, we can rejoice
in this Psalm as we celebrate the sea-
sons. By it we are reminded that
every good thing we have is a gift

me?!?

It is true, we have so many
wonderful memories surrounding
the senses and seasons of our

]
S

lives. In our bible study then we - ' Thanksgiving, as an example, is not
moved on from those practical mem-  forever”. While we can list our bless- st a reflection on the good times or
ories in order to add the component ings, often in connection to our tradi- 556 things; but it is also a time

of our faith. While our family tradi- tions around the season,—our fami- wherein we can reflect positively in
tions are so special and the smells lies, health, and daily bread—the times of distress. Just as the psalmist
and "feels" of our times are often psalm calls us to a deeper, more cries out to God in trouble so al-
memorable, what makes it all so ex- foundational gratitude, one that be- so we can cry out to God

tra special is that these days are gins with thanking God for His very '

more than just "holidays," they are character and attitude toward us, not  (continued on page 2)
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(continued from page |)

Just as God delivered the psalmist, or was with him in
trouble, so God delivers and is with us too.

This sense came out in our conversations of
Thanksgiving in our bible study, for many of the women in
our class have lived through times that have been difficult
and even dangerous. It has been so rewarding to be in
these discussions and hear how God's people are able to
be humble and constant in faith and love, even during

times of trouble, distress, want and need.

This Thanksgiving, we can take comfort in know-
ing that God's love is not a fickle or conditional thing. His
"lovingkindness is everlasting". His love is on display in
Christ's sacrifice, where our sins are forgiven. Even when
we are ungrateful or blind to the blessings He showers on

us daily, God remains faithful.

This year let us join together in thanksgiving, not
just for the good things we see, and taste and smell, but
for the God who is good. Let us give thanks for the gift of
our churches, and the community of faith that provides
mutual consolation and support. Let us use this Thanksgiv-
ing to rejoice in God's enduring love, which provides a
sure foundation for our lives, even amidst the challenges

of the world.
With thanksgiving in Christ!

Pastor Sherrill

Please’Join Us for @ 4

!

Potluck"imner

Sunday, Novembe.r 23
beginning at 12: 30pm
in the|/Church Undercroft

Please bring your favorite Thanksgiving

sidedish or dessert. A main dish of ham
a#& turkey along with drinks will be
»5 provided. o
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Important Upcoming
Dates

November 18, 2025
6:00pm

November 23, 2025
12:15pm

November 24, 2025
pm

November 26, 2025
pm

December 3, 2025
5pm
6:30pm

December 5, 2025
6:30pm

December 6, 2025
10:00am

December 10, 2025
5pm
6:30pm

December 14, 2025
4pm

December 17, 2025

11:00am
4:30pm

December 24, 2025
7:00pm

December 25, 2025
10:00am

December 31, 2025
7:00pm

November

Tuesday
Pre-natal and newborn

class for rookie parents
@ SPLECC

Sunday
Thanksgiving Harvest Meal

Monday
Concordia Vocal Jazz

Ensemble @ IWCC

Wednesday
Thanksgiving Eve Service

December
Wednesday

Christ Academy

Advent Worship Service

Friday
Music Conservatory Recital

& Reception

Saturday
Music Conservatory Recital

& Reception

Wednesday
Christ Academy
Advent Worship Service

Sunday
Advent Lessons with Carols

& Chili Supper

Wednesday

SPLECC Christmas Program
Christ Academy & Caroling

to Shut-ins

Wednesday
Christmas Eve Service of

Light

Thursday
Christmas Day Divine Wor

ship Service

Wednesday
New Year’s Eve Divine Wor

ship Service
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Installs
New Perrin Ave Accessible Door

After nearly 56 years, and one complete rebuild in
the late 1980's - 1990's, the double entrance doors on the
Perrin Ave. entrance to St. Paul's Education Wing were re-
placed between Monday, October 20, 2025, and Wednesday,
October 29, 2025. A new single accessible compliant door
was installed. A new keypad will allow the door to open au-
tomatically for those members and visitors who need door to
open automatically. New hardware was installed in the
Church Office and Media Center to allow the door to be
opened automatically from those locations. The side glass
panels on either side of the new door will include the existing
stained glass panes from the old double doors. These are

being built now and should be installed by early December.

A few items of note on the new door: The framing,
and door itself are made of solid cherry wood. The door
itself was made locally in Omaha by a cabinet maker. Here
are a few pictures of the door installation. For more pic-
tures, please visit St. Paul's Facebook page at https:/

www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB.



https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB
https://www.facebook.com/StPauls.LCMS.CB
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center —November News

Dear SPLECC Family,

This last month has brought a few changes to our center: our children have been enjoying

seasonal activities like painting with apples, squishing around in pumpkin guts, playing ring toss
with the pumpkins, and making “apple pies” in the sensory table. We also enjoyed a visit from
our very own Officer Luke Batterman, who shared with us what he does, and the importance

of knowing who they are as helpers for our community.

A couple staffing changes: Mrs. Liz Bloom has taken on the role of the Lead Pre-school 4
teacher, while our infant associate Ms. Monica Sangster has transitioned to the role of Lead
Infant Teacher. We are grateful for theirs, and all of our teams dedication in using their gifts to

help the children entrusted to us learn and grow.

Soli Deo Gloria,
Becca Heinicke, Director

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center
1500 N 16 Street, Co Bluffs, lowa 51501 St. Paul’s Lutheran

Ph. 712-322-3294 - www.splecc.org - Facebook i Early Childhood Center website for
more information.



http://www.splecc.org
https://www.facebook.com/StPaulsCB
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Music Conservatory —November News

SPMC has been asked to host the Concordia University Nebraska Vocal Jazz Choir on
its fall tour. In an effort to both serve you through an enriching musical event, as well as our
broader community, we are collaborating with the IWCC Fine Arts Center. On Monday,
November 24th, at 7:00pm the CUNE choir will perform and tickets for any SPMC student or
family member will be FREE with a coupon code through the IWCC Box Office! (Contact Pas-
tor Sherrill for the code).

This is turning out to be a very special event in our community. While it is free to all SPMC
students AND families (hey, your organization is hosting it!), it will also be free to other vocal
students from the surrounding high schools as a way to support vocal music education in our
community. More than that, CUNE has partnered with the Southwest lowa Homeschool
Choir so that they will have an opportunity to sing with the college students on a few of their
numbers, making it an extra special evening.

As you know, St. Paul's Music Conservatory's tagline is "Where Music Serves." We believe that
one of God's greatest gifts is the gift of music. If you would like to join others in helping to sub-
sidize this or other similar events, please contact me, St. Paul's Outreach Coordinator,

at nathansherrill | 978@gmail.com

When you order your tickets go here: https://artscenter.iwcc.edu/ tickets-and-box-office

Please help us spread the word about this special opportunity!

2 CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA -,,,,:

DAVID’S
HARP

A Center for Musical Development

SP St. Paul’s
Music Conservatory

Where Music Serves

Where music brings Christ into the world



mailto:nathansherrill1978@gmail.com

Page 6 The Word

Establishing a Process

With Trey and Nicole
Stickler moving to town, David's
Harp has been able to more firmly
establish a process on the home
front. The David's Harp office has
been set up at Church, a weekly
meeting has been established and
Trey and Nicole are settling in to a
routine. David's Harp houses most

resources in a local storage unit.

Some resources are at church and
still other
resources
are at the
home of
Ed and
Cindy
Frank! Ed
and Cindy
are a vital
part of the David's Harp organiza-
tion serving as the DH Fulfillment
Department! Did you know, that
every week, Ed and Cindy ship out
David's Harp resources all around
the country. They know as much
about this process as anyone within
the David's Harp organization. Ask
them about this work and thank

them again for us!

Above: Ed & Cindy Frank

Recently Nicole and Trey
did a full scale inventory of the Da-
vid's Harp resources in order to
streamline our process and get a
better idea of where we are at for
purposes of fulfillment. Soon, Pas-
tor Frank will be finishing up touch-
es on a new resource, a Catecheti-
cal Hymns piano book, just in time
for Christmas. We are very thank-
ful for those who serve the church
helping make these resources avail-

able far and wide.

Scan the QR code to visit
David’s Harp website for

The Word - St. Paul’s Mission - David’s Harp +

Set Apart to Serve Sum-
mit and Lilly Foundation

National Conference

Recently Trey had to go to
two conferences, one on his own
and one with Pastor Sherrill. Con-
ferences are a necessary part of the
David's Harp ministry, making con-
nections, sharing information and
keeping up on necessary associa-
tions and collaborations. Trey was
asked to attend a "Set Apart to
Serve Summit" at Concordia
University Chicago represent-
ing David's Harp. The next week,
both Trey and Pastor Sherrill at-
tended the Lilly Foundation Na-
tional Conference, due to Da-
vid's Harp being selected as a Lilly

Foundation Grant recipient.

Year End Appeal

In the last two
months of the year,
we are at work focus-
ing on our first ever,
formal year end ap-

DAVID’S
HARP

A Center for Musical Development

Where music brings Christ into the world

peal. As we move into the future,
David's Harp will need to be doing
more fundraising throughout the
synod. This appeal is taking a three
part approach. We are asking our
22 David's Harp conservatories to
participate in one way. Next, we
are asking for individual church
sponsorships. Finally, we are asking
for individuals from across the syn-
od, who have a heart for the minis-
try of David's Harp, to consider sup-
porting the ministry. Uniquely, St.
Paul's Council Bluffs, will not hear
about this at all, because you are the
sponsoring congregation of David's
Harp! Because of you, David's Harp
exists. Through St. Paul's members
over the years and now, you have
given of your time, talents and treas-
urers to make this ministry success-
ful. We thank you all for your inter-
est and support and pray God be

with us all as we move into 2026!

here Music Sérves:

RESEN'TS

RECITALS

“Sounds of the Season”

" \DEC. 5™ AT 6:30PM*  DEG. 6™ AT 10:00AM* -

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

more information.

4 239 Frank SL. 4
Council Bluffs, IA 51503

*Reception following each Recital in the Church Undercroft.
Celebrate Christmas through music!
Enjoy live performances, festive fun for the whole family.

Piano - Violin - Organ -
Solo’s and buets

For more information contact St. Paul's Music
Conservatory at 712-322-8832 or visit
www.stpau!smusicco}servmory.org

o




ST. PAUL'S EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH

239 Frank St
Council Bluffs, 1A 51503

Phone: 712-322-4729
E-mail:
splccboffice@splccb.org

We're on the web
stpaulscouncilbluffs.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Statistics
October 2025 St. Paul’s Dashboard

The Word

October 2025 Attendance 8:00 458
October 2025 Attendance 10:45 339
October 2025 Attendance Seasonal Services 0
October 2025 Total In-Person Attendance 797
October 2025 Sunday Facebook Views 1,275
October 2025 Sunday YouTube Views 358
October 2025 Seasonal Facebook Views 0
October 2025 Seasonal YouTube Views 0
October 2025 Total Online Views 1,633
Total October 2025 2,430

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
October Income & Expense*

St. Paul’s

October 2025

2025 Year to Date

Total Income

$ 87,917.80

$ 476,578.88

Total Expenses

$ 43,334.52

$ 455,242.38

Income Less Expense

$ 44,583.28

$ 21,336.50

YouTube Subscribers | 205

Facebook Followers

1,000+

nstagram Followers 13

X Followers 6

k:l)ngregatlon 562
embers

Households 254

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory
October Income & Expense*

We are working on an accounting issue during the cutover to Music Staff
and the credit card processing vendor. Once this issue is resolved we
will again post the monthly and yearly income and expense report start-

ing in December.

St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center
October Income & Expense*

SPLECC

October 2025

2025 Year to Date

Total Income

$ 33,166.90

$ 418,743.20

Total Expenses

$ 38,876.38

$ 449,413.47

Income Less Expense

$ 5,709.48

$ 30,670.27

Students 42

* This is a snapshot of the income and expense report to as of 31-OCT-2025.




November 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

i 8 i 0 k1 1
3 4 3 & 7 §

8a Divine Service 6pBell Choir Rehearsal 6a Men's Bible Study

:30a Education Hour 7:40p HighsSchool Choir Practice pidershieeig | 230aspLecestategy Marketeeing | 150 Parsh ECC Adrin Mecting

10:45a Divine Service 5p Christ Academy

9 10 1 12 13 14
Good Shepherd Institute 2025 10a Men's Bible Study

8a Divine Service

9:30a Education Hour

10:45a Divine Service

16 17

6pBell Choir Rehearsal

8a Divine Service

ERETTE e

10:45a Divine Service

23 24
orowcoeJ o

8a Divine Service 7pCU-Nebraska Vocal Jazz Ensemble

9:30a Education Hour

10:45a Divine Service

8a Divine Service

9:30a Education Hour

10:45a Divine Service

30 1 2

6:30p Council Meeting

9a Circuit Pastors Meeting

Sp Christ Academy

18 19 0

7p Thanksgiving Eve Service
MONDAY

NOVEMBER 24, 2025
7:00PM

PM | $5.00 PER TICKET

9:15a Parish & ECC Admin Megting

6:30p Advent Wi

Historic .—-n_._ rist - nm.._ﬁmqmn_._-_"cq You

il Please’Join Us for 2

St; Paulls 1™
Annual’™
- Harvest/& e
* Thanksgiving
™ Potluck!Dinner:

Sunday, November 23"
beginning at 12:30pm
in the Church Undercroft

Please bring your favorite Thanksgiving

sidedish or dessert. A mal
& turkey along with drinks will be
provided.

[
6:30p Music Conservatory Recital & Reception | 9a Women's Bible Study

10a Men's Bible Study
10a Music Conservatory Recital & Reception

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 239 Frank Street, Co Bluffs, lowa 51503 — 712-322-4729 — www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org - Facebook - YouTube
St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center, 1500 N 16t" Street, Co Bluffs, lowa 51501 — 712-322-3294 — www.splecc.org - Facebook
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory, 239 Frank St, Co Bluffs, lowa 51503 - 712-322-4729 - www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org- Facebook




December 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2 3 4 3 b

(2 Men's Bible Study 6:30p Music Conservatory Recital & Recey | 9 Women's Bible Study
3p Christ Academy 9:15a Parish & ECC Admin Meeting 10aMen's Bible Study

6:30p Advent Worship Service

9:30a Education Hour
10:45a Divine Service

9 10 1

04 CB Circuit Pastors Meeting

Q&i [mony

9:30a Education Hour 740p High School & Festival Chair Practc ol Kecialy

10:45a Divine Service
Jp Music Conservatory Recital & Receptic

5pChrist Academy
6:30p Advent Worship Service

1 55 16 17 18

10aMen's Bible Study

9:30a Frucation Hour
10:45a Divine Service
4p Advent  essons with Carols & Chili Sup

9:15a Parish & ECC Admin Meeting

4:30p Christ Academy & Caroling to Shut: § 11:30a Women's Bible Study

2 pA P 5 % 7

7:10pHigh School Choir Practice Newsletter Artictes Due

TpChristmas Eve Service of Light

9:30a Fducation Hour
1(:45a Divine Service

i k] 3 1 2 3

9aWomen's Bible Study

9:30a Education Hour
10:45a Divine Service

T New Year's Eve Divine Service New Years - Church Office Closed 102 Men's Bible Study

Historic .—-n_._ rist - nm.._ﬁmqmn_._-_"cq You
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 239 Frank Street, Co Bluffs, lowa 51503 — 712-322-4729 — www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org - Facebook - YouTube
St. Paul’s Lutheran Early Childhood Center, 1500 N 16t" Street, Co Bluffs, lowa 51501 — 712-322-3294 — www.splecc.org - Facebook
St. Paul’s Music Conservatory, 239 Frank St, Co Bluffs, lowa 51503 - 712-322-4729 - www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org- Facebook
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November Recipe of the Month

With the change of weather to dlstlnctly fall —
chilliness, this month’s recipe is an old Eng-
lish comfort food recipe. We use it this
month to remember the Reformation and
those whose faith in Jesus alone led them to
stand firm even to martyrdom.

St. Robert Barnes was an English Augustini-
an Priest turned Lutheran who worked to
help bring the Reformation to England. He
preached a “Lutheran” leaning sermon at
Christmas Day Midnight Mass in 1525 at a
time when King Henry VIII was trying to
stop the smuggling of Martin Luther’s
books into England. He was disciplined and
imprisoned. Upon release and subsequent
house arrest, he continued distributing Tyn-
dale’s illegal English Bible. He escaped
England in 1528 and made his way to Wit-
tenburg where he stayed with Martin and

Katie Luther. While there he published a work tltled “A Supplication to Henry VIII” which found favor with King
Henry’s advisor Thomas Cromwell. He was invited back to England in 1531 and worked for the next nine years
trying to convince the King to adopt Lutheranism. Though hopeful at first, by 1538, the king rejected Lutheranism,
disillusioned by its stern refusal to let him divorce and remarry. In 1540, Robert Barnes was convicted of heresy
and burned at the stake with two other Lutheran pastors.

St. Robert Barnes Toad-in-the-Hole

Prep Time: 10minutes mins Cook Time: 30minutes mins Servings: 4 people
Ingredients:
3 large eggs Ya tsp salt
1 Y4 C all-purpose flour Y4 tsp pepper

2 tbsp olive oil
1 b high-quality sausag-

Y2 C milk

[ ]
[ ]
e 4 C water
[ ]
e | tbsp mayonnaise

Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 425 F. To make your batter, whisk eggs, water, and flour together in a big bowl until lump

free. Slowly add milk, mayonnaise, salt, and pepper and whisk until well combined. Place in the fridge until re-
quired. (at least 30 minutes)

N

2. Stir together the oil and sausages in a metal or ceramic (preferably not glass) casserole dish in a uniform pattern.
Place the dish in the oven and cook for 10 minutes.

w

3. After 10 minutes, remove the dish from the oven, take the batter out of the fridge, and quickly pour it around the
sausages, returning the dish to the oven. Bake for another 25-30 minutes. Do not open the oven until at least 25
of those minutes have passed to reduce the batter deflating. Done when toothpick comes out clean. Serve im-
mediately when crisp and warm!

Note: Keeping the oven temperature consistently very hot is key to this recipe being light and not doughy. So resist

the urge to open the oven door to check on doneness until the very end. Often served with onion gravy.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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St. Paul’s 2025 Advent & Christmas
Worship Service & Special Event Dates
Advent
Christ Academy @ 5:00 p.m. w/dinner
VVednesday December 3 Advent Service @ 6:30 p.m.
Friday December 5 Music Conservatory Recital @ 6:30 p.m.
Saturday December 6 Music Conservatory Recital @ 10:00 a.m.
Christ Academy @ 5:00 p.m. w/dinner
VVednesday December 10 Advent Service @ 6:30 p.m.
SPLECC Christmas Program @ 11:00 a.m.,
at SPLECC
Wednesday December |7 Christ Academy @ 4:30 p.m. w/soup dinner
Caroling to Shut-Ins, and other Activities
No Advent Service @ 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve
Wednesday | December Christmas Eve Worship Service @ 7:00
. Service of Light
Evening 24 p.m.
Christmas Day
Thursday December L. . . .
Morning 25 Nativity of Our Lord | Divine Worship Service @ 10:00 a.m.
Christmas
I** Sunday After Christ- | Divine Worship Service @ 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday December 28 | mas SS/ABC @ 9:30 a.m.
New Year’s Eve
Wednesday | December
Evening 31 New Year’s Eve Divine Worship Service @ 7:00 p.m.
Epiphany
. Divine Worship Service @ 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday January 4 Epiphany (Observed) SS/ABC @ 9:30 a.m.
The Baptism of Our Divine Worship Service @ 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Sunday January Il 1, SS/IABC @ 9:30 a.m.
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PRESENTS -

%/L}C 165

RECITALS &

JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION OF JOY, CHEER, AND CHRISTMAS DELIGHT!

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 * | 6:30 PM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6,2025 * 10:00 AM

*RECEPTION FOLLOWING EACH RECITAL

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church
-2 239 Frank St o
Council Bluits, IA 51503

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
ST. PAUL'S MUSIC CONSERVATORY AT 712-322-8832 OR
VISIT WWW.STPAULSMUSICCONSERVATORY.ORG
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VOCAL JAZZ

TOUR

Presented by E

@\ww y

= SP ?é St. Paul’s
= ,\.‘; Music Conservatory
77"0:“:\& Where Music Serves

2% CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY, NEBRASKA 3¢

ﬁm»ﬁﬁE?yﬂggﬁw?

Special performance by

SOUTHWEST IOWA HOMESCHOOL CHOIR

MONDAY

%  NOVEMBER 24,2025

7:00PM

IOWA WESTERN COMMUNITY COLLEGE ;%:
PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

2700 COLLEGE RD., COUNCIL BLUFFS, IA 51503
DOORS OPEN AT 6:00 PM | $6.40 PER TICKET

"o [m] Purchase tickets online - Scan the QR code to the IWCC Ticket Box Office

or
In-person at the IWCC PAC Ticket Office or
call 712-388-7140
For more information please visit
https://stpaulsmusicconservatory.org/upcoming-music-conservatory-events/
or call 712-322-8832




