The Fourth Sunhugin Advent - Rovate Cueli
The SunhugofJ ohn’s )I(zstimong
“The Jord Vos to Come”

(] OUEY
' ) ‘)?1535“']‘}
LLL \ ‘] ( 2\ ,u
LEWY )(1) ';;
'"s'.‘ W SOl ]{“f.""' PR '-7:,3

95
':"- GQ‘:-\‘SI n,h i:) U'JJ?{.
\" l

Hesaid: “ L am thevoice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Muke struight

the way of the Jcord as the prophet Tsoich suid.” John 1:23

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA
December 21, 2025



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we
receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign
the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the
ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of
the hymnal.

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the
biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask
visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if
you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices.
Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to
receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Those Serving Us

Preacher/Liturgist: Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Organist: Rev. Timothy Frank, Timothy Johnson

Pianist: Ethan Wurdeman (8:00 a.m.)

Guitarist: Daniel Frank

Kantors: Ivy Farrell (8:00 a.m.); Nathaniel Sherrill (10:45 a.m.)

The Word in Music
Prelude: “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” — Partita by Michael Burkhardt
Offering: “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring”- Setting by Estera Waid
Distribution: “O Holy Night” — arr. Hal Leonard
Postlude: “Lo! He comes with Clouds Descending” Setting by Kenneth T. Kosche

Service Notes: John is the big subject of questioning in today’s Gospel. Many come
out and ask him just who He is. In the end, John declares confidently and boldly
that He is not who they think He is, rather, He is the one who was sent to proclaim
the coming of the LORD who was to come, even Jesus Christ. On this closest
Sunday to Christmas, the sermon is intending to heighten our present awareness of
the joy and proximity of the annual commemoration of Christ’s birth.

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side
table, in the pamphlet holder rack, and on the information table in the Church
Lounge. You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to an Usher before
the start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate.



Divine Service Setting 3

Prelude:

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
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2 Then cleansed be ev - ‘ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
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that the Lord is  nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for  God  with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall - en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
~we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.
Stand
Baptism (10:45 a.m.) p. 268
Confession and Absolution LSB 184

Invocation

(P)
Amen.

In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.



Exhortation

P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

RERDF

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

Absolution
[P] Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
n *

Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.



The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the
end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.

Kyrie LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
[P) Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the
sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Deuteronomy 18:15—-19
15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among
you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— '®just as you desired of
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let
me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more,
lest I die.” "7 And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken.



18] will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I
will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command
him. ' And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name,
[ myself will require it of him.””

P) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gradual  “Rejoice in the Lord Always” - Richard W. Gieseke (Phil 4:4-5) (8 a.m.)
“0O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide” LSB 355: 1,2,6,7  (10:45 a.m.)

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. °Let your

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; ®do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse LSB 190
Alleluia. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God! Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Luke 1:39-56
[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

3In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town
in Judah, “°and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. ' And
when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, **and she exclaimed with a loud cry,
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! *And
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? **For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb



leaped for joy. * And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.”
4 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
#’and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
#Bfor he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
#for he who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
S9And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
>'He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
>2he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
>3he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent empty away.
>*He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
>5as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”

5And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home.

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

LSB 191



Sit

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

Come, O Come, Emmanuel Kantor, St. 4
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7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind,;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
~ And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Sermon “Who’s Who?” John 1:19-28
Stand
Offertory LSB 192

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit
from me.

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free
spirit. Amen.

Sit
Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors
are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Preface LSB 194
P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up unto the Lord.

P] Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.



Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
[P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this i1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197

(P)

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit

Distribution

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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here  Your home! Mar - vel now, O heav'n and earth,
of our God, Was the Word of God made flesh—
vir - gin mild. In her womb this truth was  shown:
king - ly hall; God of God, yet ful - ly man,
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - 10 - 1ic course be - gan.

5  God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6  For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.

By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.



From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

334 O

Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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O Lord, how shall 1
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Love caused Your in - car - na - tion;
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wel - come You a-right?
Green boughs and fair-est palms;
You came to set me free.
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Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,

Cannot His love erase;

Your guilt the Lord will pardon

Your peo-ple long to greet You, My hope, my heart’s de - light!
And I too will a-dore You With joy - ous songs and psalms.
I stood, my shame be-moan - ing; You came hon - or me.
Your thirst for my sal - va - tion Pro-cured my lib - er - ty.
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O kin-dle, Lord most ho - ly, Your lamp with - in my breast
My heart shall bloom for -ev - er For You with prais-es new
A glo-rious crown You give me, A trea - sure safe on high
Oh, love be - yond all tell - ing, That led You to em-brace
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To do spir - it low - 1ly All that may please You best.
And from Your name shall nev - er With-hold the hon - or due.
That will not fail or Ileave me As rich - es fly.
In love, love ex - cel - ling, Our lost and fall - en race.



And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring

The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing

Eternal life in heav’n.

6  He comes to judge the nations,

A terror to His foes,

A light of consolations
And blessed hope to those

Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,

Send forth Your beams so cheering,

~And guide us safely home.

335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice
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1 O bride of Christ, re - joice; Ex - ul - tant raise thy voice
2 Let shouts of glad-ness rise  Tri - um - phant to the skies.
3 A hum-ble beast He rides, Yet as a King pre - sides;
4 The weak and tim - id  find How meek He 1s and kind;
5 Then go thy Lord to meet; Strew palm leaves at His feet;
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To hail the day of glo -1y Fore-told in sa - cred sto - ry.
Now comes the King most glo-rious To reign o’er all vic -to-rious.
Though not ar - rayed in splen-dor, He makes the grave sur-ren - der.
To them He gives a trea-sure Of bliss be-yond all mea-sure.
Thy  gar-ments spread be-fore Him And hon - or and a-dore Him.
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~ Ho-san-na, praise, and glo-ry! Our King, we bow be - fore Thee.




336 Lo! He Comes

with Clouds Descending
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1 Lo! He comes  with clouds de - scend - ing,
2 Ev - 'ty eye shall now be - hold Him
3 Those dear to - kens of His pas - sion
4 Yea, a -  men, let all a - dore Thee,
Y
Once for ev - ‘ry sin ner slain;
Robed in glo - rious maj - es - ty;
Still His daz - zling bod - vy bears,
High on Thine e - ter - nal throne;
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Those who set at naught and sold  Him,
Cause of end - less ex - ul - ta - tion
Sav - ior, take the pow’r and glo - 1y,
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Swell the tri - umph of His train:
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree,
To His  ran - somed wor ship - ers.
Claim the  king - dom as Thine own.
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wail - ing, Shall  their true Mes - si - ah see.
rap - ture Gaze we on those  glo - rious  scars!
~lu - il Thou  shalt reign, and Thou a - Ilone!



Stand

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy

word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200
O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.



346 When All the World Was Cursed
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses’ con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,

3 Be - hold the Lamb of

God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
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Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - r1 - fice re - moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our  true re - pen-tance voic - ing,

40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re -ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con -so-la - tion.
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,

By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - li - jah bold,

Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,

That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior’'s way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.
He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with  Him In His e - ter - nal day.

Postlude:
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Opportunities for Growth

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class, Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Divine Service
Wednesday  7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship Service
Thursday 10:00 a.m. Divine Worship Service
Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
10:45 a.m. Divine Service

The Congregation at Prayer

Those ill or recovering: Don Kadereit, Shawna (friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt),
Lance Maness, Diane Machmuller, Mary Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey,
John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of
Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), Pastor North Sherrill, Rev. Lee
Seetin (cousin of Kent Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian
Nohr (friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost), C.C.
Harris (wife of Tristan), the family of Louise Rettig

JoAnn Gohlinghorst and all our shut ins.

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt
Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music Conservatory

News and Notes

We welcome Allie Riley, daughter of Taylor and Mackenzie Riley, into the Kingdom of
God through Holy Baptism this morning at the 10:45 a.m. service. We pray for God’s
blessings on Allie and her family as she grows in the love and nurture of her Savior.

Dear St. Paul's Lutheran family, I thank God for your love and support as we mourn
my dear mother, Louise Ash Rettig's passing and thank God for her life. I thank you for
your prayers, cards, calls, memorials, coming to and participating in worship at her
funeral. My thanks to those who provided food and service at the luncheon, the
gentlemen of our congregation who assisted in bringing mom's casket into and out of the
church, the choir who sang beautifully the songs my mother cherished, those who worked
in the office to prepare and assemble the church's service program, and our pastors and
those who served during the funeral. Dear Pastors Frank and Sherrill, thank you for
visiting my mom in her final days, praying with her and singing songs of praises to God.
To Pastor Frank, my thanks for playing the organ, assembling and practicing with the
choir, and writing special music as a gift in honor of this occasion. To Pastor Sherrill, for
his guidance of the service and message of thankfulness and praise. The Bible tells us
clearly that God's angels sing, always have and always will. It is GLORIOUS! Truly, we



are singing right along with them and glimpsing their glorious experience when we sing
praises to God and give thanks for sending Jesus to save us.

PLEASE NOTE: YEAR END DONATIONS NEED TO BE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE BY
10:00 AM MONDAY, DEC. 29, 2025. THIS WILL BE OUR LAST DEPOSIT FOR 2025.
THANK YOU

Catechism
Lord’s Prayer — First Petition

Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it
may be kept holy among us also.

How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its
truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to

do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word
profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father!

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

712-322-4729
www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Cell: 712-310-4248

Nathansherrill1978 @gmail.com

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards
splccboffice@splccb.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center
1500 N. 16th St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-3294

www.splecc.org

Director - Becca Heinicke
becca.heinicke@splecc.org

Administrative Assistant — Glennda Hedlund
olennda.hedlund@splecc.org

Early Childhood Center Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-8832
www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org
Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239(@gmail.com
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