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welcome to all members and guests! We are pleased to have you with us on this sacred

night. Guests, please sign the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please
ask one of the ushers.

Praver before worship:

O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.
Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth we may also come to the
fullness of His joys in heaven, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Those sm)ingus:

Liturgist and Preacher: Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Organist: Rev. Timothy Frank

Pianists: Cecelia Johnson, Elizabeth Johnson, Mark Johnson, Sarah Ruth Johnson,
Instrumentalists: Amelia Guill, Sophie Roth, Carter Shockey

Prelude:

“O Come, All Ye Faithful” arr. Kowalchyk/Lancaster
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” arr. Kowalchyk/Lancaster
“Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” arr. Valerie Floeter
“It Came upon a Midnight Clear” arr. James Bastien
“0O Jesus C%rist, Thy Manger Is” arr. Kevin Hildebrand
“Still, Still, Still” arr. Fay Lopez

Service of Light

IF_>Iease stand and face the processional cross. Candles are lit during the opening
iturgy.
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The people walking in darkness have seen a great light.
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The light shines in the darkness,
but the darkness has not under - stood it.
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On those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.
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We have seen His glory, the glory of the

one and only Son who came from the Fa - ther.



\\le ! o—o **
For to us a child is born, tous a Sonis  giv - en.
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In Him was life, and that life was the light of men.
Phos Hilaron LSB 244
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We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be - ing praised with pure voic - es for -
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the u - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
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Thanksgiving for Light LSB 245
Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people
Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our
darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a
light to our path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation and
W% Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

A - men.

Blessing of the Creche

®
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We joyfully confess that for us men and for our salvation our Lord Jesus
Christ came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the
virgin Mary and was made man, thus fulfilling the word of the prophet
Isaiah, “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call His name
Immanuel.” Let this créche remind us that the Lord Jesus came into our
flesh and is truly our Savior.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to be
born of the blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Bless this creche, which
shows the wonders of that sacred birth, that all who behold it may ponder
and adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully partake in
His divine grace unto life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.
Congregational Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night LSB 363
1  Silent night, holy night! 2 Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright Shepherds quake at the sight;
Round yon virgin mother and Glories stream from heaven afar,
child. Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, Christ, the Savior, is born!
Sleep in heavenly peace, Christ, the Savior, is born!

Sleep in heavenly peace.



3 Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Text: Public domain

Please extinguish your candles.
You may be seated.

Readings

Reading Isaiah 7:10-14
©Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” ?But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will
not put the LORD to the test.” **And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it
too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? “Therefore the
Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”

After this and subsequent readings:
O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Choir: Hark! What Good News! Setting: Crawford R. Thoburn



Congregational Hymn: All My Heart Again Rejoices LSB 360

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices
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1 All my heart a- gain re-joic - es As I hear Far and near

2 Hear! The Con-quer-or has spo - ken: “Now the foe, Sin and woe,
3 Should we fear our God’s dis-plea - sure, Who, to save, Free - ly gave
4 See the Lamb, our sin once tak - ing To the cross, Suf - f’ring loss,
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Sweet - est an - gel voic-es. “Christ is born!”their choirs are sing - ing
Death and hell are bro-ken!” God iS man, man to de - liv - er,

His  most pre-cious trea-sure? To re-deem us He has giv - en
Full a - tone-ment mak-ing. For our life His own He ten-ders,
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Till  the air Ev - 'ry-where Now with joy is ring - ing.
And the Son Now 1is one With our blood for - ev - er
His own Son From the throne Of His might in heav - en.

And His grace All our race Fit for glo -ry ren - ders.

5  Softly from His lowly manger

Jesus calls
One and all,

“You are safe from danger.

Children, from the sins that grieve you
You are freed;
All you need

I will surely give you.”

6  Come, then, banish all your sadness!

One and all,
Great and small,

Come with songs of gladness.

We shall live with Him forever
There on high
In that joy

Which will vanish never.

Text and tune: Public domain



Reading Isaiah 9:2-7
2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in
a land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. * You have multiplied the
nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the
harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his
burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken
as on the day of Midian. ° For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle
tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire. ©
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon
his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. ’ Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to
establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time
forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Choir: This Little Babe Setting: Timothy Frank

Congregational Hymn: Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising LSB 375

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend-ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen-dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a -
love our race  be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten-der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi -y foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow'rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.



Oh, the joy beyond expressing

When by faith we grasp this blessing,

And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822
Tune: Public domain

Reading 1 John 4:7-16

"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. °In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. °In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. *'Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. *?No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. “*And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world. ®*Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.

Choir: Let Us All with Gladsome Voice LSB 390

Congregational Hymn: O Come, All Ye Faithful LSB 379



379 O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye «cit - i-zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Refrain
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!
Text and tune: Public domain
Reading Luke 2:1-7

YIn those days a decree went out from Caesar
Augustus that all the world should be registered.
2This was the first registration when Quirinius was
governor of Syria. 3And all went to be registered,
each to his own town. “And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David,
°to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who
was with child. ®And while they were there, the
time came for her to give birth. “And she gave
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birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Congregation: Away in a Manger LSB 364
364 Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man - ger, no crib  for a bed,
2 The cat - tle are low - ing, the ba - by a - wakes,
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask Thee to stay
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus laid down His sweet head.
But lit - tle Lord Je - sus, no cry - ing He makes.
Close by me for ev - er and love me, I pray.
A
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The stars in  the sky looked down where He lay,
I love Thee, Lord Je - sus! Look down from the sky,
Bless  all the dear chil - dren in Thy ten - der care,
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The lit - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
And  stay by my cra-dle tll morn - ing is nigh.
And take us to heav-en to live with Thee there.

Text and tune: Public domain

10



Reading Luke 2:8-14
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. °And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 1°And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy
that will be for all the people. **For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. *2And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” **And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying,
1%Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

Congregational Hymn: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing LSB 380
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Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
Christ, by high - est heav’'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!

Peace on earth and mer - cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”
Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see, Hail the in-car - nate De - 1 - ty!
Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,

0 T I — = F—— T f 1
f%ﬂi"‘: e ——— =
With the an-gel - ic host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain ‘ -
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Text and tune: Public domain
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Reading Luke 2:15-20
®\When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to

one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has made known to us.” **And they went with haste and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. ’And when they saw it, they
made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. *¥And all
who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. *But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. °And the shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told

them.
Congregational Hymn: The People That in Darkness Sat LSB 412
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I The peo - ple that in dark - ness sat A glo - rious
2 To  hail Thee, Sun of Righ - teous - ness, The gath-"ring
3 To us a Child of hope is born, To us a
4 His name shall be the  Prince of Peace, The Ev - er -
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light have seen; The light has shined on them who long In

na - tions come; They joy as when the reap - ers  bear Their
Son is giv’n, And on His shoul-der ev - er rests  All
last - ing Lord, The Won-der - ful, the Coun-sel - or, The
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shades of death have been, In shades of death have been.
har - wvest trea-sures home, Their har - vest trea-sures home.
pow’r in earth and heav'n, All pow’r in earth and heav'n.

God by all a - dored, The God by all a - dored.

5  His righteous government and pow’r
Shall over all extend;
On judgment and on justice based,
His reign shall have no end,
His reign shall have no end.

A 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray,
And make us Thine alone,
Who with the Father ever art
And Holy Spirit, one,
And Holy Spirit, one.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” Isaiah 9

Offering: “Silent Night” & “Away in a Manger”  Settings by Randy Calistri-Yeh

Congregational Hymn: Angels We Have Heard on High LSB 368
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Il An - gels we have heard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er  the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o -ing their joy - ous strains.

What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in- spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a-dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
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Text and tune: Public domain
Stand
Litany LSB 249
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this
and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people here
present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for
peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to
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the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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o Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us

o

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

I

B

Collect of the Day
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the
true Light. Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on
earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven; through the
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Collect for Peace
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O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Lord’s Prayer LSB 251
Benedicamus LSB 252

o
Let wus bless the Lord.

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 252
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(P] The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the -1+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.

:

A - men.
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Hymn of Departure: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice LSB 386
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1 Now sing we, now re - joice,
2 Come from on high to me;

Now raise to heav'n our voice;
I can-not rise to Thee.

3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?
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He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us  Through sin and wvan - i - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,

Not
Through Thy grace and mer - it,

so bright-ly beam - eth

The sun in yon - der skies.
Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,

Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.
Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav’'n-ly joy and light.
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Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!
Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!
May we praise Him  there! May  we praise Him there!
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!

Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

Acknowledgments

Setting by J.S. Bach (BWV 729)

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the

ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry
of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024
Concordia Publishing House. Images © David’s Harp. Used by permission.
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Poinsettias Given to the G(lorgof God

Jim & Jane Beno

In Memory of Our Loved Ones.
Dale & Julia Burris

In Memory of John & Pat Montgomery, Earl & Elnora Johnson & Rev. James Tews.
Chris & Chritine Circo

In Memory of Charles & Helen Circo and Steven DeLorme.

George & Taylor Doll

In Memory of Ruth Cambridge, Lisa Dunning, and Alex Doll.

Matt & Elizabeth Escritt

In Memory of Lois Escritt, Jack & Maribeth French, Bob Opal, Caleb & Lily Escritt.
Bob & Dianna Finch

In Memory of Paul, Jo Ann, & Susie Taylor & Robert Finch.

Jim Freibert

In Honor of George & Barbara Freibert (my parents who loved the Lord Jesus, his
church, and people).

Anthony & Shirley Gust

In Memory of Albert & Gladys Noelle, and Lawrence & Dorothy Gust.

Lois Hanusa

In Memory of Ted P. & Eunice Hanusa.

Tristan & CC, Erika & Mark Harris

In Honor of “Grandma” Gertrud Rossbund.

Mary Ann Hanusa & Charlie Johnson

In Memory of Ted & Eunice Hanusa, and Charles & Ula Johnson.

Ernest & Judith Johnson

In Memory to all who have gone before us.

Pastor David & Debbie Klinge

In Memory of our parents and daughter-in-law.

Steve & Denise Krohn

In Memory of our Loved Ones.

Bill & Kathleen Kruse

In Memory of Parents & Grandparents.

Denise Lane

In Memory of Easton Lane, Ed Hornbeck, and Grandpa & Grandma Blankenship.
Kathy & Jay Meldrum

In Honor of The Righteous One.
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Greg & Lisa Montgomery

In Memory of Charlie Hartwell, Jack & Barb Hartwell & John & Pat Montgomery.
Eric, Kori, Brooke & Bryce Nelson

In Memory of Janet & John Nelson and Alice & Duane Costa.

In Honor of Mike & Barb Nielsen

Andy & Jo Raymond

In Memory of Deborah Cannon, MaryAnn & Bob Wege & Larry Raymond. In Honor of
Pastor Lindau.

Mike & Penny Rollins

In Honor of our Savior’s birth and family.

Horst & Kathy Rossbund

In Memory of Herbert and Gertrud Rossbund

Al & Cindy Sadowski

In Honor of Our Pastors and their families. Merry Christmas.

Bob & Kathy Seipold

In Memory of Bert & Mary Jean Seipold and Bob & Marjorie Glynn.

In Honor of Our Lord Jesus.

Nathanael & Anna Sherrill

In Memory of Deborah Cannon, Larry & Mary Raymond, & Leroy & Elaine Nemitz.
Jan Steenbock

In Memory of Virgil Steenbock & loved ones.

In honor of my Lord & Savior and my family.

Amy Termuende

In Memory of Edwin & Eileen Termuende, Milton & Rosa Grages, and Gustav & Alice
Termuende.

Jeff & Rhonda Thomas

In Memory of Ed Hornbeck, Easton Lane, and Alvin & Eula Blankenship.

Tom & Sue Trede

In Memory of Elven & Jane Steenbock, Roger Maness.

Geno & Melanie Velasco

In Memory of our parents Andres & Virginia Velasco, Jose Miranda, Nimfa Rodenheaver.
Shirley Walker & Family

In Memory of Wes Walker, Jeffrey Foster, Byron Walker, Harry & Wilma Studebaker,
Marilyn Butler, Ed & Roger Studebaker.

William Wege

In Memory of Loved Ones.

Wendell Volkens

In Memory of Angela Noel-Gittins, and Jeanette Volkens.
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Please join us tomorrow morning for Christmas Day
Divine Worship Service at 10:00am

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
239 Frank St
Council Bluffs, 1A 51503
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