
Epiphany - Observed) 
 

 
 

“After coming into the house they saw the Child with Mary 
His mother; and they fell to the ground and worshiped Him. ”         

                                                                                Matthew    2:11 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
239 Frank Street 

Council Bluffs, IA   
January 4, 2026 



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the 

ushers. Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of 

the hymnal.  
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if 

you are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. 

Those not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to 

receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 
 

Preacher/Liturgist:  Rev. Nathan Sherrill 

Organist:  Rev. Timothy Frank, James Villarreal (8:00 a.m.) 

Pianists:  Jonathan Sherrill (8:00 a.m.); Barbara Klinge (10:45 a.m.) 

Violinist:  Clara Klinge (10:45 a.m.) 

Brass: Bradley Adams & Rachel Johnson (8 a.m.) 

Kantors:  Bambi Heckerman (8:00 a.m.); Peter Klinge (10:45 a.m.) 
 

The Word in Music 

Prelude: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”” – Variations by Kenneth T. 

Kosche 

Offering: “Joy to the World”- arr. by Tom Gerou 

Distribution:  “Coventry Carol” & God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen” – arr. by Alfred 

V. Fedak (8:00am); “See Amid the Winter’s Snow” LSB 373 (10:45am) 

Postlude:  “The People that in Darkness Sat” – Variation by Kenneth T. Kosche 
 

Kantor’s Notes: In Isaiah 60:3, the prophet writes, “And nations shall come to your 

light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.” Today’s sermon will explore what 

this prophesy means in consideration of what we know about kings and kingship. 

Our hymn of the season, “The Star Proclaims the King Is Here,” reflects on kings 

and kingship in connection to King Herod: “The star proclaims the King is here; 

But, Herod, why this senseless fear? For He who offers heav’nly birth Seeks not the 

kingdoms of this earth.” (LSB 399:1). Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus has 

come to rule not as an earthly king but as our heavenly King. “To Him shall prayer 

unceasing And daily vows ascend; His kingdom still increasing, A kingdom without 

end.” (LSB 398:4) 



Divine Service Setting 1 
 

395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5 O let the harps break forth in sound! 

Our joy be all with music crowned, 

    Our voices gladly blending! 

For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! 

    His love is never ending! 

        Sing out! Ring out! 

    Jubilation! 

    Exultation! 

        Tell the story! 

Great is He, the King of Glory! 

 

6 What joy to know, when life is past, 

The Lord we love is first and last, 

    The end and the beginning! 

He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 

Transport us to that happy place 

    Beyond all tears and sinning! 

        Amen! Amen! 

    Come, Lord Jesus! 

    Crown of gladness! 

        We are yearning 

For the day of Your returning! 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 

the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in 

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 72:1–2, 10–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

 

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

Give the king your justice, | O God,* 

 and your righteousness to the | royal son! 

May he judge your people with | righteousness,* 

 and your poor with | justice! 

May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him | tribute;* 

 may the kings of Sheba and Seba | bring gifts! 

May all kings fall down be- | fore him,* 

 all nations | serve him! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 



Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,* 

 and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son 

to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the 

fullness of Your divine presence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 



Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60:1–6 

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the LORD will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will be seen upon you. 
3And nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 
5Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual           “Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”           LSB 378 
 

Epistle Ephesians 3:1–12 
 1For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you 

Gentiles— 2assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that 

was given to me for you, 3how the mystery was made known to me by 

revelation, as I have written briefly. 4When you read this, you can perceive my 

insight into the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to the sons of 

men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. 6This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, 



members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 

the gospel. 

 7Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God’s grace, 

which was given me by the working of his power. 8To me, though I am the very 

least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the 

unsearchable riches of Christ, 9and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan 

of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10so that through 

the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was according to the eternal 

purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have 

boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Gospel Procession                                                             (Kantor) 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 2:1–12 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the 

king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he 

who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have 

come to worship him.” 3When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 

all Jerusalem with him; 4and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the 

people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

6“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them 

what time the star had appeared. 8And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go 

and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me 

word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9After listening to the king, they 

went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 



before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they 

saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the 

house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 

worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 

frankincense and myrrh. 12And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 

they departed to their own country by another way. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1535, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon               “Kings shall Come to Your Light”          Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 



 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord's Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 



 

 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 

 

 

 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race 

 

 

 

 
 

5 For from the Father’s throne You came, 

His banished children to reclaim; 

And earth and sea and sky revere 

The love of Him who sent You here. 

    Alleluia! 

 

6 And we are jubilant today, 

For You have washed our guilt away. 

O hear the glad new song we sing 

On this, the birthday of our King! 

    Alleluia! 

 



D 7 O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born, 

Let songs of praise Your name adorn, 

Whom with the Father we adore 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 

    Alleluia! 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930–2024 

Tune: Stephen R. Johnson, 1966 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

 

398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born 

 

 

 
 

5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 

Be with us on the battlefield, 

From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 

D 6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 

To God, whom all His hosts adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Antiphoner, 1753, Grenoble 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 



Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat 

 

 

 
 

5 His righteous government and pow’r 

    Shall over all extend; 

On judgment and on justice based, 

    His reign shall have no end, 

    His reign shall have no end. 

 



D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: John Morison, 1749–98, alt. 

Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Opportunities for Growth 

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Monday 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

Tuesday 6:00 a.m. Men’s Bible Study 

 6:00 p.m. Elders’ Meeting 

Wednesday 5:00-7:00 p.m. Christ Academy 

Thursday 6:30 p.m. Council Meeting 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m.  Divine Service 

 

The Congregation at Prayer 

Those ill or recovering:  Don Kadereit, Shawna (friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), 

Lance Maness, Diane Machmuller, Mary Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent 

Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole 

(cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), Pastor North Sherrill, 

Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin of Kent Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ 

niece), Brian Nohr (friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen 

Trost), C.C. Harris (wife of Tristan),  

Janice Goodin and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music 

Conservatory 



News and Notes 

 

Put on your calendar -  Sunday January 18, at 4:00 p.m. will be the first organ 

recital of the 2026 year highlighting the beauty of St. Paul’s renovated organ.  

There will also be a reception in the church undercroft afterwards. Pastor Frank is 

the recitalist. 

 

Wednesday’s Christ Academy meal is a potluck. Please bring your favorite dish or 

side. 

 

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side 

table, in the pamphlet holder rack, and on the information table in the Church 

Lounge.  You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to an Usher before 

the start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate.  

 

Catechism 

 

Lord’s Prayer – Second Petition 

   

 

Thy kingdom come. 

 

What does this mean?  God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this 

petition that it may be kept holy among us also. 

 

How is this done?  When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by 

His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly life here in time and there in 

eternity. 

 
  



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-4729 

www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org  

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center 

1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-3294 

www.splecc.org  

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan 

Sherrill 

Cell: 712-310-4248 

Nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 

Director - Becca Heinicke 

becca.heinicke@splecc.org  

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy 

Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant – Glennda Hedlund 

glennda.hedlund@splecc.org  

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau Early Childhood Center Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards 

splccboffice@splccb.org 

 

  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Friday 8 a.m. - noon 

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-8832 

www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org 

 Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
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