“Tcet it be sonow, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
mutthew 3:15

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
239 Frank Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51503
January 11, 2026



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we
receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign the
guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the ushers.
Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of the
hymnal.

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the
biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask
visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if you
are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. Those not
communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Those Serving Us

Preacher/Liturgist: Rev. Nathan Sherrill
Organist: Rev. Timothy Frank
Kantors: Cantate Domino Choir (8:00 a.m.); Jonathan Frank (10:45 a.m.)

The Word in Music
Prelude: “To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord” — Setting by J.S. Bach (BWYV 684)
Offering: “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say it”- Setting by Jacob Weber
Postlude: Allegro maestoso e vivace from Sonata 4 — Felix Mendelssohn

Kantor’s Notes: Today’s service includes the appointed Hymn of the Day “To Jordan
Came the Christ, Our Lord” (LSB 406). This hymn by Martin Luther is connected to the
Fourth Chief Part of the Catechism, namely Holy Baptism; thus it is commonly
designated as one of Luther’s Catechism Hymns. In this rich hymn, Luther uses the
account of Jesus’ Baptism to teach of the significance of our baptism, much as we will
hear in the sermon today. Jesus came to be baptized “to do His Father’s pleasure,”
fulfilling all righteousness, in order that baptism might be for us “a cleansing from
transgression” (st. 1).

Luther’s hymn has a significant history in Luther music. Today’s prelude will include J.S.
Bach’s famous setting of the hymn, found in Clavier-Ubung III, a collection which
features Bach’s settings of Catechism Hymns. Listen for the chorale melody in higher
pitches played by the pedal accompanied by the rapid sixteenth notes in the left hand
(commonly thought to symbolize flowing water).

Finally, today’s postlude will feature the final movement of Mendelssohn’s Sonata 4 to
be presented in next Sunday’s organ recital. While not hymn-based, it is in the same key
as the closing hymn. Come to the recital next week to hear the rest of the sonata!



Divine Service Setting 3

Prelude:
596 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized
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Christ once giv - en: Con - sid - er now what God has done, The

out ex - cep - tion. For like your par - ents’ flesh and blood, Turned
gain what-ev - er Old Ad-am and his sin de-stroyed And
for us suf - fered. For here the flood of His own blood Now
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gifts He gives to ev - ry - one Bap-tized in - to ChristJe - sus!

in - ward from the high-est good, You con-stant-ly de - nied Him.
all our sin - ful selves em-ployed Ac - cord-ing to our na - ture.
makes us ho - ly, right, and good Be - fore ourheav’n-ly Fa - ther.

O Christian, firmly hold this gift

And give God thanks forever!

It gives the power to uplift

In all that you endeavor.

When nothing else revives your soul,
Y our Baptism stands and makes you whole

And then in death completes you.



So use it well! You are made new—
In Christ a new creation!
As faithful Christians, live and do
Within your own vocation,
Until that day when you possess
His glorious robe of righteousness
Bestowed on you forever!

Stand
Confession and Absolution LSB 184
Invocation
[P) In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation
[P) Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.
P]  Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P) Isaid, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

(P)

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.



Absolution

(P)

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Introit Psalm 89:1, 2628, antiphon: Liturgical Text, Psalm 8§9:20
iﬁ)@—kﬂ P ‘—J

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.

I have found David, my | servant;*

with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.

I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;*

with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations.

He shall cry to me, “You are my | Father,*

my God, and the Rock of my sal- | vation.”

And I will make him the | firstborn,*

the highest of the kings | of the earth.

My steadfast love I will keep for him for- | ever,*

and my covenant will stand | firm for him.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*

and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.

I have found David, my | servant;*

Kyrie

with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.

LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.



Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187
P} Glory be to God on high:
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon
us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You
proclaimed Him Y our beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit.
Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Isaiah 42:1-7

'Behold my servant, whom I uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
I have put my Spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
’He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3a bruised reed he will not break,
and a faintly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
*He will not grow faint or be discouraged



till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.
SThus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people on it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6«I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness;
I will take you by the hand and keep you;
I will give you as a covenant for the people,
a light for the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual “The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602

Epistle I Corinthians 1:26-31
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to

worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 2’But
God chose what 1s foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is
weak in the world to shame the strong; 2*God chose what is low and despised in
the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, >so that
no human being might boast in the presence of God. *°He is the source of your
life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. ! Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”
P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Verse LSB 190
Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia.



Give ear, O my people, to my | teaching;* incline your ears to the words | of
my mouth!

Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

Holy Gospel Matthew 3:13-17
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

3Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.
4John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do
you come to me?” "But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. °And when Jesus
was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens
were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and
coming to rest on him; 7and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 191
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;



Sit

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



406 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord
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Sermon

Stand

To His disciples spoke the Lord,
“Go out to ev’ry nation,

And bring to them the living Word
And this My invitation:

Let ev’ryone abandon sin
And come in true contrition

To be baptized and thereby win
Full pardon and remission

And heav’nly bliss inherit.”

But woe to those who cast aside
This grace so freely given;
They shall in sin and shame abide
And to despair be driven.
For born 1n sin, their works must fail,
Their striving saves them never;
Their pious acts do not avail,
And they are lost forever,
Eternal death their portion.

All that the mortal eye beholds
Is water as we pour it.

Before the eye of faith unfolds
The pow’r of Jesus’ merit.

For here it sees the crimson flood
To all our 1lls bring healing;

The wonders of His precious blood
The love of God revealing,

~ Assuring His own pardon.

Offertory
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit

from me.

“I Need to Be Baptized by You”

Matthew 3:1-17

LSB 192

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free

spirit. Amen.



Sit

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors
are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Preface LSB 194
P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.

® =

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 195

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
(P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;



and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and
ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P}  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this i1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 197
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,

Sit

have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Distribution
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405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
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1 To Jor - dan’s riv - er came our Lord, The Christ, whom
2 The Sav - ior came to be bap -tized— The  Son of
3 As Je - sus in  the Jor - dan stood And John Dbap -
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Light from Light, The Lord of glo - ry, pow’r, and might.
Fa - ther’'s will And all His righ-teous-ness ful - fill.
heav’n - ly dove, De - scend-ed on Him from a - bove.
His de - cree, “The one I love, who pleas - es Me.”

5  The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight
Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall
To save the world and free us all.

6  Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute;
This man 1s Christ, our substitute!

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream,
Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.




394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
Thou by all wilt be con-fessed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
~And may praise Thee, ev - er blest, God in man made man -1 - fest.



601 All Who Believe and Are Baptized
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Stand
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199
Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy

word,
for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared
before the face of all people,
a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen.

Thanksgiving LSB 200

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.



401 From God the Father, Virgin-Born
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1 From God the Fa - ther, vir - gin-born To us the
2 Be - gin - ning from His home on high, In hu - man
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on - ly Son came down; By death the font to con - se-
flesh He came to die; Cre - a - tion by His death re-
heal - ing on Your wing; To ev - ry dull and cloud - ed
dark - ness chase a - way; Your work of heal -ing, Lord, be-
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crate, The faith - ful to re - gen - er - ate.
stored, And  shed new  joys of life a - broad.
sense  The clear - ness of Your light dis - pense.
gin, And  take a - way the  stain of sin.

5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain
And, we believe, shall come again;
Be with us on the battlefield,
From ev’ry harm Your people shield.

A6  To You, O Lord, all glory be
For this Your blest epiphany;
To God, whom all His hosts adore,
~ And Holy Spirit evermore.

Postlude:
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Opportunities for Growth

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
10:45 a.m. Divine Service
Monday 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice
7:10 p.m. High School Choir Practice
Wednesday 5:00-7:00 p.m.  Christ Academy -Quiz Bowl II
Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
10:45 a.m. Divine Service

The Congregation at Prayer

Those ill or recovering: Sue Trede, Pastor Robert Lindau, Don Kadereit, Shawna
(friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), Lance Maness, Diane Machmuller, Mary
Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin),
Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery
(mother of Denise Krohn), Pastor North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin of Kent
Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr (friend of
Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost), C.C. Harris (wife of

Tristan),
Janice Goodin and all our shut ins.

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt
Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music
Conservatory

News and Notes

Altar Flowers are to the glory of God and in honor of David and Mary Johannes’
60" Wedding Anniversary (January 14™),

Poinsettias are available for pick up.
Next Sunday, January 18, at 4:00 p.m. will be the first organ recital of the 2026
year highlighting the beauty of St. Paul’s renovated organ. There will also be a

reception in the church undercroft afterwards. Pastor Frank is the recitalist.

End-of-year statements will be available in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and
in the church office during the week, Monday-Thursday, Friday until noon.



The Lutheran Witness subscriptions are renewing. Please stop by the office to
pay any renewal fees.

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side
table, in the pamphlet holder rack, and on the information table in the Church
Lounge. You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to an Usher before
the start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate.

Catechism

Lord’s Prayer — Third Petition

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our
prayer, but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.

How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil
plan and purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want
us to hallow God’s name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and
keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die. This is His good and gracious
will.
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SUN DAY JANUARY 181TH

A Program of yarled repertoire hlghhghtlng the

beauty of St. Paul’s organ renovated by
The Bedient Pipe' Organ Company
Reception following in'the Church Undercroft

+

239 Frank St., Council Bluffs, [/
VWW pl cb.o g +712-322-4729




{}\II O~

oT. PAUL'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH
2026 ANNUAL

239 Frank St., Council Bluffs, IA 51503

SUNDAY |JANUARY 25" |2026

12:30pm Lunch | 1:30pm Meeting




St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

712-322-4729
www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Cell: 712-310-4248
Nathansherrill1978(@gmail.com
Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards
splccboffice@splcecb.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center
1500 N. 16th St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-3294

www.splecc.org

Director - Becca Heinicke
becca.heinicke@splecc.org

Administrative Assistant — Glennda Hedlund
glennda.hedlund(@splecc.org

Early Childhood Center Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. — 2:30 p.m.

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-8832
www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org
Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com



http://www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org/
http://www.splecc.org/
mailto:becca.heinicke@splecc.org
mailto:pastorfrank239@gmail.com
mailto:glennda.hedlund@splecc.org
mailto:splccboffice@splccb.org
http://www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org/
mailto:pastorfrank239@gmail.com

