
Sexagesima 
The Sunday of the Sower 

The Lord’s Call from Faith in Man to Faith in God 
 
 

 
 

And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.”  As he said these 
things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”          Luke  8:8 

 
 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
1239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA 

February 8, 2026 



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign the 

guest register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the ushers. 

Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of the 

hymnal.  

 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if you 

are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. Those not 

communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing. 

Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 

 

Preacher/Liturgist:  Rev. Nathan Sherrill  

Organist:  Rev. Timothy Frank 

Choir:  Cantate Domino Choir 

The Word in Music 

Prelude:  “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” Settings by JS. Bach (BWV 754) and 

Wayne Wold 

Offering: “Preach You the Word”- Setting by Benjamin M. Culli 

Postlude:  “God’s Word Is Our Good Heritage” – Setting by Jacob B. Weber 

 

Kantor Notes:  Last week’s focus was “grace alone” in our lives of discipleship. This 

week’s focus is the place of the “Word alone” in our lives. Today, we rejoice that we 

have had the opportunity to receive God’s Word. We also rejoice that we can 

participate in the ongoing casting of the seed of God’s Word to the next generation. 

Our hymns reflect this emphasis on the Word of God and its sowing. In the Hymn of 

Invocation, we pray that “we may trust Your Word, Confident of our salvation.” In the 

Hymn of the Day, we sing of how the sower “scatters abroad the goodly seed” in a 

“reckless love.” In the Hymn of Departure, we pray that we may spread the light of 

God’s Word from age to age, keeping its teachings pure “Throughout all generations.” 

May we rejoice in receiving and in sowing God’s Word! 

 

Prayer Request Cards are now available in the Church Narthex on the lectern side 

table, in the pamphlet holder rack, and on the information table in the Church 

Lounge.  You may complete the Prayer Request Card and give to an Usher before the 

start of each Worship Service, or place in the collection plate. 



Divine Service Setting 3 
 

Prelude: 
 

Hymn of Invocation 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619–84; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; (st. 4): Geistreiches Gesang-Büchlein, 1707, Berlin; (st. 4): tr. unknown, alt. 
Tune: Johann Rudolph Ahle, 1625–73, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 44:1–2, 7–8; antiphon: vv. 23, 25a, 26a 

 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

 Rise up; come | to our help! 



O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have | told us,* 

 what deeds you performed in their days, in the | days of old: 

you with your own hand drove out the nations, but them you | planted;* 

 you afflicted the peoples, but them you | set free. 

But you have saved us | from our foes* 

 and have put to shame those who | hate us. 

In God we have boasted con- | tinually,* 

 and we will give thanks to your name for- | ever. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Awake! Why are you sleeping, | O Lord?* 

 Rouse yourself! Do not reject us for- | ever! 

For our soul is bowed down | to the dust.* 

 Rise up; come | to our help! 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that 

by Your power we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 



but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 

Gradual            “In Thee, O Lord, I Put My Trust”   

 Psalm 31, Setting by Benjamin M. Culli 
 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9 
 19For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! 20For you bear it if 

someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or 

puts on airs, or strikes you in the face. 21To my shame, I must say, we were too 

weak for that! 

 But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also 

dare to boast of that. 22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. 

Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I. 23Are they servants of Christ? I am a 

better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more 

imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. 24Five times I 

received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 25Three times I was 

beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and 

a day I was adrift at sea; 26on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger 

from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the 

city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27in toil 

and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without 

food, in cold and exposure. 28And, apart from other things, there is the daily 

pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and I am not 

weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 



 30If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. 31The God 

and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not 

lying. 32At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of 

Damascus in order to seize me, 33but I was let down in a basket through a 

window in the wall and escaped his hands. 

 1I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go 

on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ who fourteen 

years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the 

body I do not know, God knows. 3And I know that this man was caught up into 

paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 
4and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. 5On behalf of 

this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my 

weaknesses. 6Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would 

be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me 

than he sees in me or hears from me. 7So to keep me from being too elated by 

the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 

messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times 

I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power 

of Christ may rest upon me. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 
Stand 

 

Tract Psalm 60:1–2, 5 

O God, you have rejected us, broken our de- | fenses;* 

 you have been angry; oh, re- | store us. 

You have made the land to quake; you have torn it | open;* 

 repair its breaches, for it | totters. 

That your beloved ones may be de- | livered,* 

 give salvation by your right hand and | answer us! 

 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 8:4–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 4When a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to 

[Jesus], he said in a parable: 5“A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he 

sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the 

air devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, 

because it had no moisture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew 

up with it and choked it. 8And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a 

hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, 

let him hear.” 

 9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he said, “To 

you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others 

they are in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 

understand.’ 11Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12The ones 

along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away 

the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. 13And the 

ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. 

But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 
14And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go 

on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and 

their fruit does not mature. 15As for that in the good soil, they are those who, 

hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with 

patience.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

  



Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



586 Preach You the Word 

 

 

 
 

5 Of all his scattered plenteousness 

    One-fourth waves ripe on hill and flat, 

And bears a harvest hundredfold: 

    “Ah, what of that, Lord, what of that!” 
 

6 Preach you the Word and plant it home 

    And never faint; the Harvest Lord 

Who gave the sower seed to sow 

    Will watch and tend His planted Word. 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76, alt. 
Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg 
Text: © 1971 The Franzmann Family. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon                     “All That In A Little Seed” 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 



Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 
 



622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 



6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 

Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 
Tune: The Whole Booke of Psalmes, 1562, London 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

921   On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 

Tune: John Darwall, 1731–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 



toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

582 God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Postlude: 
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Opportunities for Growth 

Today 8:00 a.m. Divine Service  

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m. Divine Service 

Monday 6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

 7:00 p.m. High School Choir  

Wednesday 9:00 a.m. Circuit Pastors’ Meeting 

 5:00-7:00 p.m. Christ Academy  

Thursday 6:30 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

Next Sunday 8:00 a.m. Divine Service 

 9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45 a.m.  Divine Service 

  

 

The Congregation at Prayer 

Those ill or recovering:  Rhonda Thomas, Roger Escritt, Bob Seipold, Sue Trede, 

Don Kadereit, Shawna (friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), Diane Machmuller, 

Mary Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli 

Salin), Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu 

Schwery (mother of Denise Krohn), Pastor North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin 

of Kent Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr 

(friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost), C.C. 

Harris (wife of Tristan), Kaden Frye (nephew of Kyle and Rachel Johnson), Greg 

Lowden (brother of Karen White), LaDonna DeLorm  (sister-in-law of Christine 

Circo) 

Paul Johnson and all our shut ins. 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music 

Conservatory 



News and Notes 

Everyone is invited to attend the Council Bluffs Circuit Pastors Meeting opening 

Divine Worship Service on Wednesday, February 11th, beginning at 9:30am.  At 

9:00am you are also invited to meet the Council Bluffs Circuit Pastors for coffee 

and fellowship in the Church Undercroft.  Come support your Circuit Pastors in 

Worship, Prayer, and Fellowship. 

 

End-of-year statements will be available in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and 

in the church office during the week, Monday-Thursday, Friday until noon. 

 

SPLECC Guild - Thursday Woman’s Bible study is building a volunteer group to 

support SPLECC and their staff with services, activities and events. Volunteer sign-

up sheets are available in the church office, during Adult Bible study or contact 

Donna Heinicke 712-242-6964. 

 

Greeting Card Sale!! 4 for $1.00 or $2.00 per box while supplies last! 

 

Mt Calvary, Omaha is celebrating their 100th anniversary this year! As part of our 

year of celebration we are hosting some events/fundraisers. We would like to invite 

you to join us for our next two events: A Trivia Night on Friday, February 

27th 6:00 PM, hosted by Pastor and Mrs. Gerike. The theme will be 100. Winners 

will each receive a $25 Amazon gift card! If you have questions or would like to 

register a team of 4 for $100 please email shayla.gerike@gmail.com. We are also 

preparing for a spring garage sale. You can help us by donating items to our church 

during business hours (weekdays 9-1) and/or attending the sale. A date for the sale 

will be announced soon. 

 

Catechism 

 

Lord’s Prayer Sixth Petition 

   

Sixth Petition:  And lead us not into temptation. 

 

What does this mean?  God tempts no one.  We pray in this petition that God would 

guard and keep us so that the devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not 

deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and other great shame and vice.  

Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally overcome 

them and win the victory. 

mailto:shayla.gerike@gmail.com


St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-4729 

www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org  

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center 

1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-3294 

www.splecc.org  

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill 

Cell: 712-310-4248 

Nathansherrill1978@gmail.com 

Director - Becca Heinicke 

becca.heinicke@splecc.org  

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com 

Administrative Assistant – Glennda Hedlund 

glennda.hedlund@splecc.org  

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau Early Childhood Center Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards 

splccboffice@splccb.org 

 

  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Friday 8 a.m. - noon 

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-8832 

www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org 

 Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
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