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“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God amd keepit!”
Taoke 11:28

St. Poul’s Yautheran Church

239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA
March 8, 2026



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we receive
Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign the guest
register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the ushers. Prayers of
preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of the hymnal.

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the
biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors
who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if you are
interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. Those not
communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Those Serving Us

Preacher/Liturgist: Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Organist: Rev. Timothy Frank

Pianists: Hector and Stella Raymond (10:45 a.m.)

Kantors: Bambi Heckerman (8:00am); Cantate Domino Choir (10:45 a.m.)

The Word in Music
Prelude: “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee” Setting by J.S. Bach (BWV 686)
Offering: “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” — LSB 423
Distribution: “Glory Be To Jesus” & “Christ, the Life of All the Living”
Postlude: “Who Trusts in God a Strong Abode” — Setting by Wilhelm Friedmann Bach

Kantor’s Notes: The title of this Sunday, Oculi, is a Latin word that means eyes. The
title comes from the introit (Psalm 25), “My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will
pluck my feet out of the net....O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let
not my enemies exult over me.”

Today’s hymnody acknowledges that we live in the midst of spiritual enemies. Satan
would seek to destroy Christ’s kingdom. Christ, however, is the stronger One who has
disarmed Satan (John 11:22). Through baptism and faith, He has made us members of
His kingdom. Thus, we continue to live as the “church militant” throughout our journey
on earth, fixing our eyes (Psalm 25) firmly on Christ, our Victor!

Festival Choir will sing on Good Friday and on Easter Sunday. Anyone (high school and
above) who is interested in singing may join us for practices Mondays March 16 & 23 at
7 p.m. If you are not able to attend the practices but would still like to sing, please contact
Pastor Frank for the music and instructions.

Divine Service Setting 3
Prelude:



604 I Bind unto Myself Today
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Stand
Confession and Absolution LSB 184

Invocation
P] In the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation

P} Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our
sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

R

Kneel/Stand

Confession of Sins

P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your
temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them
and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy
and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of
Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a
poor, sinful being.

Absolution
P} Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you,
and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.



Introit Psalm 25:1-2, 17-18, 20; antiphon: vv. 15—-16
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My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. Turn
to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.
To you, | O LORD,*
[ lift | up my soul.
O my God, in you I trust; let me not be | put to shame;*
let not my enemies exult | over me.
The troubles of my heart | are enlarged;*
bring me out of my dis- | tresses.
Consider my affliction and my | trouble,*
and forgive | all my sins.
Oh, guard my soul, and de- | liver me!*
Let me not be put to shame, for I take re- | fuge in you.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
My eyes are ever toward the LORD, for he will pluck my feet out of the net. Turn
to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted.

Kyrie LSB 186
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P] O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have
gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and
steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Jeremiah 26:1-15
Tn the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah,

this word came from the LORD: 2*Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the
LORD’s house, and speak to all the cities of Judah that come to worship in the



house of the LORD all the words that I command you to speak to them; do not
hold back a word. *It may be they will listen, and every one turn from his evil
way, that [ may relent of the disaster that I intend to do to them because of their
evil deeds. “You shall say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD: If you will not listen to
me, to walk in my law that I have set before you, >and to listen to the words of
my servants the prophets whom I send to you urgently, though you have not
listened, then I will make this house like Shiloh, and I will make this city a
curse for all the nations of the earth.’”

"The priests and the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these
words in the house of the LORD. 3And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all
that the LORD had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests
and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die!
Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, ‘This house shall
be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without inhabitant’?” And all the
people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

'When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the
king’s house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the
New Gate of the house of the LORD. !'Then the priests and the prophets said to
the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death,
because he has prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own
ears.”

2Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The
LORD sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you
have heard. *Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the
voice of the LORD your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has
pronounced against you. “But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with
me as seems good and right to you. >Only know for certain that if you put me to
death, you will bring innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its
inhabitants, for in truth the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your
ears.”

P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gradual  “Hide Not Thou Thy Face from Us” - Richard Farrant (8:00am)
Hide not thou thy face from us, O Lord;
And cast not off thy servant in thy displeasure;
For we confess our sins unto thee and hide not our unrighteousness.
For thy mercy’s sake, deliver us from all our sins.

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” LSB 434 (10:45 am)



Epistle Ephesians 5:1-9
I'Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. 2And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God.
3But sexual immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be
named among you, as is proper among saints. “Let there be no filthiness nor
foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be
thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually
immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance
in the kingdom of Christ and God. ®Let no one deceive you with empty words,
for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. "Therefore do not associate with them; 3for at one time you were
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light °(for the
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true).
[P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Tract Psalm 123:1-3a

To you I lift | up my eyes,*

O you who are enthroned in the | heavens!
Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of their | master,*

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy up- | on us.
Have mercy upon us, | O LORD,*

have mercy up- | on us.

Holy Gospel Luke 11:14-28
[P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eleventh chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

“Now [Jesus] was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had
gone out, the mute man spoke, and the people marveled. >But some of them
said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the prince of demons,” '®while others,
to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. !"But he, knowing their
thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a
divided household falls. '®And if Satan also is divided against himself, how will
his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by Beelzebul. '?And if I
cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore
they will be your judges. 2°But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out



demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 2'When a strong man,
fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; >?but when one stronger
than he attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he
trusted and divides his spoil. 2*Whoever is not with me is against me, and
whoever does not gather with me scatters.

24“When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it passes through
waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my house
from which I came.” 2 And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in
order. 2°Then it goes and brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they
enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person is worse than the first.”

27As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to
him, “Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!”
28But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and keep it!”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

Nicene Creed LSB 191
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.



And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.
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“The Kingdom of God Has Come Upon You”
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Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors
are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Preface LSB 194
P) The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

P] Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.




P] Letus give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
It is meet and right so to do.

Proper Preface

Sanctus LSB 195
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of
the Lord.
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196
[P) Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and

ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197
P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this i1s My "I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini LSB 197
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 198
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us Thy peace. Amen.

Sit

Distribution
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423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 199

Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy

word,

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared

before the face of all people,

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.

Amen.

Thanksgiving

O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.

LSB 200



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Salutation LSB 201
P} The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

Benedicamus LSB 202
Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction LSB 202
P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
Amen, amen, amen.
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Today

Monday
Wednesday

Thursday
Next Sunday

Opportunities for Growth

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m.

5:00-6:30 p.m.
6:30-7:00 p.m.
6:30-8:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.

Divine Service

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
Divine Service

Bethany Afternoon Worship Service
No Bell Choir Practice

CB Circuit Pastors Meeting (Glenwood)
Christ Academy

Lenten Service

Church Council Meeting

Divine Service

Sunday School/Adult Bible Class
Divine Service

The Congregation at Prayer

Those ill or recovering: Ronda Thomas, Roger Escritt, Don Kadereit, Shawna
(friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), Diane Machmuller, Mary Johannes,
Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Tina
Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Lu Schwery (mother of
Denise Krohn), Rev. North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin-Kent Seetin), Andrea
Williams (Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr (friend of Jeff & Ronda
Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost), C.C. Harris (wife of Tristan),
Kaden Frye (nephew of Kyle and Rachel Johnson), Greg Lowden (brother of Karen
White), LaDonna DeLorm (sister-in-law of Christine Circo), Brian Smith (friend of
Jim Freibert), Emily Franklin (relative of Todd & Dawn Cundiff)

Marjorie Miller and all our shut ins.

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt
Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music

Conservatory

News and Notes

Update: You can order Easter Lilies through March 29",

Greeting Cards!! New cards $1.00 each or $12.00 per box.

Porter’s Lake News - Exciting things are happening at Porter’s Lake (near Shenandoah,
[A)! We are actively raising funds to redo the skating rink floor, with the project
scheduled for April 13th. Over the past two months, our open skate nights have



welcomed more than 100 skaters, and we’ve also hosted eight private parties, including
one from a local church. What a blessing to see the rink so full of life and community!
Our next open skate night is March 28th, with admission at $6.00 per skater. We’d love
to see you there. We are also seeking four new board members to help guide the future
of the Porter’s Lake Lutheran Center. If you feel called to serve, please contact Tish at

712-542-7738 for more information.

Catechism

Apostle’s Creed — First Article

First Article: 1believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean? 1 believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has
given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my

senses, and still takes care of them.

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children,
land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to

support this body and life.

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil.

All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or
worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.

This is most certainly true.

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

712-322-4729
www.stpaulscouncilbuffs.org

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Cell: 712-310-4248
Nathansherrill1978@gmail.com

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards
splccboffice@splccb.org

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - noon

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center
1500 N. 16th St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-3294

www.splecc.org

Director - Becca Heinicke
becca.heinicke@splecc.org

Administrative Assistant — Glennda Hedlund
glennda.hedlund@splecc.org

Early Childhood Center Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. —4:30 p.m.

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory

239 Frank St., Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-8832
www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org
Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com
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