
Maundy Thursday 
 

 
 
 

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,  
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” 

 
1 Corinthians 11:26 

 
 
 

April 2, 2026 
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

Council Bluffs, IA 



Divine Service Setting 3 

 

Prelude:  Bells      “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”  arr. Cathy Moklebust  

 

Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table LSB 618 

 

 

 

 
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr. 

Tune: Emskirchner Choral-Buch, 1756, Leipzig 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



Corporate Confession and Absolution LSB 290  

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 

Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P I will go to the altar of God, 

C to God my exceeding joy. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 

intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that 

prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other. Since it 

is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus 

Christ on this night when He instituted this blessed meal for our 

salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten discipline by 

diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do. This 

holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of 

those who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly 

confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for 

righteousness. 

  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find 

nothing in us but sin and death, from which we are incapable of 

delivering ourselves. Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has had 

mercy on us. For our benefit He became man so that He might 

fulfill for us the whole will and law of God and, to deliver us, 

took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we deserve. 

  

So that we may more confidently believe this and be 

strengthened in the faith and in holy living, our Lord Jesus 



Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for you.” It is as if 

He said, “I became man, and all that I do and suffer is for your 

good. As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 

of sins.” Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by 

taking into Myself all your iniquities. I give Myself into death, 

shedding My blood to obtain grace and forgiveness of sins, and 

to comfort and establish the new testament, which gives 

forgiveness and everlasting salvation. As a pledge of this, I give 

you My blood to drink.” 

  

Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, 

confidently believing this Word and promise of Christ, dwells in 

Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 

  

We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His 

death—that He was delivered for our offenses and raised for our 

justification. Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we take up 

our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, 

love one another as He has loved us. As our Lord on this night 

exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ feet, so we by 

our words and actions serve one another in love. For we are all 

one bread and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one 

bread and drink from the one cup. For just as the one cup is 

filled with the wine of many grapes and one bread made from 

countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in 

Christ. Because of Him, we love one another, not only in word, 

but in deed and in truth. 

  

May the almighty and merciful God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 



C Amen. 
  

P Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, 

imploring God our Father for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, 

to grant us forgiveness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being. 
  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my 

forgiveness but God’s? 

C Yes. 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe. 
 

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C Amen. 

 

P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the 



coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He 

will surely do it. Go in T peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 27:1a, 11–12, 14; antiphon: vv. 7, 9b 

 

Hear, O LORD, when I  | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and  | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal-| vation! 

The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 

 whom  | shall I fear? 

Teach me your way, | O  LORD,* 

 and lead me on a level path because of my | enemies. 

Give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries;* 

 for false witnesses have risen against me, and they breathe out  | 

violence. 

Wait | for the  LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait | for the  LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be-| ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Hear, O LORD, when I  | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and  | answer me! 

O you who have | been my help,* 

 forsake me not, O God of my sal-| vation! 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a 

remembrance of Your passion. Grant that we may so receive the 

sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 

redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and 

reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Exodus 12:1–14 

 

Gradual: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness (choir) LSB 636:1,7,8 

 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 11:23–32 

 
Stand 

 

Tract (choir) Psalm 111:4–5; John 6:55–56 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 

My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.* 

 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and | 

I in him. 

 

Holy Gospel John 13:1–15 

 

  



Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 



617 O Lord, We Praise Thee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2–3): Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 



Sermon: “Given and Shed for You”   1 Corinthians 11:23-32 

 
Stand 

 

Create in Me LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

 

Offering:  Bells:  “Lenten Contemplation” ” – Arr. William E. Moats 

  

 
Stand 

 



Prayer of the Church 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us 
in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors are welcomed forward to 
receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

 

Proper Preface 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 

“Lamb of God, Pure and Holy” arr. Sandra Eithun  



627 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior 

 

 

 
 

5 Firmly hold with faith unshaken 

That this food is to be taken 

By the sick who are distressed, 

By hearts that long for peace and rest. 

 

6 Agony and bitter labor 

Were the cost of God’s high favor; 

Do not come if you suppose 

You need not Him who died and rose. 

 

7 Christ says: “Come, all you that labor, 

And receive My grace and favor: 

Those who feel no pain or ill 

Need no physician’s help or skill. 

 



8 “For what purpose was My dying 

If not for your justifying? 

And what use this precious food 

If you yourself were pure and good?” 

 

9 If your heart this truth professes 

And your mouth your sin confesses, 

You will be your Savior’s guest, 

Be at His banquet truly blest. 

 

10 Let this food your faith so nourish 

That its fruit of love may flourish 

And your neighbor learn from you 

How much God’s wondrous love can do. 
Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (sts. 3, 8): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 6, 10): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1533, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text (sts. 3, 6, 8, 10): © 1980 and 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Text (sts. 1–2, 4–5, 7, 9) and tune: Public domain 

 
 

  



438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487–1553 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 



422 On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 
Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854 

Tune: Richard Redhead, 1820–1901 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 
 

Stripping of the Altar (choir) Psalm 22:1–16 
 

The congregation leaves in silence 

 
Upcoming services: 

Good Friday Tenebrae  April 3 7 p.m. 

Easter Vigil   April 4  7 p.m. 

Resurrection of our Lord  April 5  8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
 

Easter Breakfast is next Sunday between Divine Services (09:30am - 

10:30am). The Hospitality Team will provide Egg Casseroles, beverages, 

and fresh fruit.  Please bring your favorite baked breakfast pastries or 

dessert. If you have any questions, please contact Karen Burns at 712-

309-1070. 

 
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

Rev. Nathan Sherrill, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Timothy Frank, Associate Pastor 

239 Frank St., Council Bluffs, IA 51503 
712-322-4729 

stpaulscouncilbluffs.org 
splccboffice@gmail.com  
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