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“He has risen; he is not here.”  
Mark 16:6c 
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Service of Light 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord, on this most holy night, in which our Lord 

Jesus passed over from death to life, we are gathered here in vigil 

and prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord in which, by hearing 

His Word and celebrating His Sacraments, we share in His victory 

over death. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, You are like a refiner’s fire, and Your Spirit enkindles the 

hearts of Your faithful people with the fire of Your love. Bless, 

we implore You, this new flame and those who keep this joyful 

Easter festival that, burning with desire for life with You, we may 

be found rightly prepared to share in the Feast of Light which has 

no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The pastor traces the cross on the candle while saying: 

 

P Christ Jesus, the same yesterday, today, and forever, the 

beginning and the ending, 

 
and then traces the Greek letters Alpha and Omega on the candle while 
saying: 

 

the Alpha and the Omega. 

 
He traces the year on the candle, saying: 

 

P His are time and eternity; His are the glory and dominion, now 

and forever. 

 
He puts the five wax nails into the candle, saying: 

 



P By His wounds we have healing both now and forever. Amen. 

 
Then, lighting the candle from the newly kindled fire, he says: 

 

P May the light of Christ, who is risen in glory from the dead, 

scatter all the darkness of our hearts and minds. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, pour out on us Your abundant 

blessing that all who in true faith share this night in joyful 

celebration of the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the 

dead may be filled with Your heavenly benediction. Once we 

were in darkness, but now we are in the Light, even Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
All light their candles from the paschal candle and then follow the 
candle bearer in procession into the darkened church. 

 
At the entrance of the nave, the bearer of the paschal candle stops and 
chants: 

 

 

 
 

When the candle bearer reaches the middle of the nave, he chants for the 
second time: 

 

 



 
 

When the candle bearer arrives at the candle stand, he turns to face the 
congregation. 

 
After all have reached their places, the candle bearer lifts the candle 
high and chants the third time: 

 

 

 
 

After the candle bearer places the paschal candle in its stand, the 
assistant turns to face the people and chants or speaks the Easter 
Proclamation (Exsultet). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Preface Dialogue 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Easter Proclamation 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places, with all our heart and mind and voice, praise You, O 

Lord, Holy Father, almighty everlasting God, and Your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ. For He is the very Paschal Lamb who 

offered Himself for the sin of the world, who has cleansed us by 

the shedding of His precious blood. This is the night when You 

brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt 

and led them through the Red Sea on dry ground. This is the night 

when all who believe in Christ are delivered from bondage to sin 

and are restored to life and immortality. This is the night when 

Christ, the Life, arose from the dead. The seal of the grave is 

broken and the morning of the new creation breaks forth out of 

night. Oh, how wonderful and beyond all telling is Your mercy 

toward us, O God, that to redeem a slave You gave Your Son. 

How holy is this night when all wickedness is put to flight and sin 

is washed away. How holy is this night when innocence is 

restored to the fallen and joy is given to those downcast. How 

blessed is the night when man is reconciled to God in Christ. Holy 

Father, accept now the evening sacrifices of our thanksgiving and 

praise. Let Christ, the true light and morning star, shine in our 

hearts, He who gives light to all creation, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
All may extinguish their candles at this time. The paschal candle 
remains lighted throughout the service. A few lights in the nave may be 
turned on. 



Sit 
 

Service of Readings 
 

P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the Lord, broke the 

power of death and by His resurrection brought life and salvation 

to all creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly keeps His 

Word. The sun of righteousness has dawned upon us who have sat 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
 

The Creation Genesis 1:1—2:3 

After this and each following reading: 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

The Flood Genesis 7:1–5, 11–18; 8:6–18; 9:8–13 
 

The Testing of Abraham Genesis 22:1–18 
 

Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea Exodus 14:10—15:1 
 

Salvation Offered Freely to All Isaiah 55:1–11 
 

A New Heart and a New Spirit Ezekiel 36:24–28 
 

God’s Faithfulness to Israel Deuteronomy 31:19–30 
 

The Valley of Dry Bones Ezekiel 37:1–14 
 

Job Confesses the Redeemer Job 19:20–27 

 

Jonah Preaches to Nineveh Jonah 3:1–10 

 

The Gathering of God’s People Zephaniah 3:12–20 

 

The Fiery Furnace Daniel 3:1–30 

 
 



Service of Prayer 
 

Litany of the Resurrection 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C hear us. 

A Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us and has taken away the sin 

of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who was crucified for our transgressions and raised for our 

justification, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who foretold Your passion saying, “The Son of Man must be 

crucified and on the third day rise again,” 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who destroyed death by dying, and by rising to life again brought 

life and immortality to light, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Whose resurrection was first announced by an angel to the 

women, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Mary Magdalene and was worshiped by her, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who revealed Yourself to the two disciples on the Emmaus road 

and made Yourself known to them in the Scriptures and in the 

breaking of the bread, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to the disciples, bestowing on them Your peace 

and Your Spirit, 



C have mercy on us. 

A Who showed Your wounded hands and side to the apostle 

Thomas that he too might believe, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to seven disciples on the Sea of Tiberias, bringing 

a miraculous catch of fish, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who appeared to Peter and to the Twelve, to over 500 disciples, 

to James and to all the apostles, and to Paul on the Damascus 

road, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Who commissioned Your Church to make disciples of all nations 

by baptizing and teaching them, 

C have mercy on us. 

A By Your glorious resurrection from the dead, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By Your victory over sin and death, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A By the majesty of Your risen body, 

C good Lord, deliver us. 

A We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, Lord Jesus. 

A That we may daily die and rise with You in our Baptism and walk 

in the freedom of Your forgiveness, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may set our minds on things above and not on earthly 

things, serving others as we have been served by You, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A That we may dwell with You forever in the new creation as 

citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem, together with all the saints, 

C grant us, good Lord. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 



A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy on us. 

A Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

A O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

A O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 
Service of the Word 

Easter Acclamation 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
The altar candles may now be lighted from the paschal candle. Lights in 
the church are turned on, bells may be rung, the chancel may be 
decorated, and the altar may be prepared for the Sacrament while the 
congregation sings the Hymn of Praise. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 Introduced by a setting by Charles Callahan 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

and honor, blessing and glory are His. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 Sing with all the people of God, 

and join in the hymn of all creation: 



Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

For the Lamb who was slain 

has begun His reign. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the glory of 

the Lord's resurrection. Preserve in us the spirit of adoption which 

You have given so that, made alive in body and soul, we may 

serve You purely; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

 

  



Holy Gospel Mark 16:1-8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

 

 
  

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother 

of James and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint 

him.  2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had 

risen, they went to the tomb.  3 And they were saying to one another, 

"Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?"  
4 And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back- it 

was very large.  5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man 

sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were 

alarmed.  6 And he said to them, "Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus 

of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 

place where they laid him.  7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 

he is going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he 

told you."  8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling 

and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, 

for they were afraid. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 
 

  



Apostles’ Creed LSB 192 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 

Sermon: “I Will Open Your Graves.”   Ezekiel 37:12 

 
Service of the Sacrament 

 
We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us 
in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors are welcomed forward to 
receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 



C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

  



The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the 

world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Distribution 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 

given into death for your sins. 

Amen. 

  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Amen. 



Hymn: Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious (ELH 354) 

2  Thanks to Thee, O Christ victorious! 

Thanks to Thee, O Lord of life! 

Death hath now no power o'er us, 

Thou hast conquered in the strife. 

Thanks because Thou didst arise 

And hast opened Paradise! 

None can fully sing the glory 

Of the resurrection story. 

3  For my heart finds consolation 

And my fainting soul grows brave 

When I stand in contemplation 

At Thy dark and dismal grave; 

When I see where Thou didst sleep 

In death's dungeon dark and deep, 

Yet didst break all bands asunder, 

Must I not rejoice and wonder? 

6  Satan's arrows all lie broken, 

Death and hell have met their doom; 

Christ, Thy rising is the token: 

Thou hast triumphed o'er the tomb. 

Thou hast buried all my woe, 

And my cup doth overflow; 

By Thy resurrection glorious 

I shall wave my palms victorious. 

7  As the Son of God I know Thee, 

For I see Thy sov'reign pow'r; 

Sin and death shall not o'erthrow me 

Even in my dying hour; 

For Thy resurrection is 

Surety for my heav'nly bless, 

And my baptism a reflection 

Of Thy death and resurrection. 



8  Unto life Thou shalt arouse me 

By Thy resurrection's pow'r; 

Though the hideous grave shall house me, 

And my flesh the worms devour; 

Fire and water may destroy 

My frail body, yet with joy 

I shall rise as Thou hast risen 

From the deep sepulchral prison. 

10 For the joy Thy advent gave me, 

For Thy holy, precious Word; 

For Thy baptism which doth save me, 

For Thy blest Communion board; 

For Thy death, the bitter scorn, 

For Thy resurrection morn, 

Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, 

And in heav'n I shall behold Thee. 

  



Hymn: Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia LSB 466 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, 1938–2021; tr. Howard S. Olson, 1922–2010 

Tune: Tanzanian Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 Tune: Public domain 



Hymn: The Day of Resurrection LSB 478 

 

 

 

 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Stand 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  



Hymn of Departure: Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won LSB 490 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 

Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: Jesus Lives! The Victory’s WonSetting by John A. Behnke 
 

Join us tomorrow for Divine Service at 8 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

and Easter Breakfast at 9:30 a.m.  We ask that you please bring your 

favorite baked goods to share. Egg bake, coffee, juice, and fresh fruit 

will be provided. 
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Easter Lilies Given to the Glory of God 

 

Dale & Julia Burris  

In Memory of John & Pat Montgomery and Earl & Elnora Johnson.  

Todd & Dawn Cundiff 

In Memory of Korbin Luke Cundiff  

Don & Michelle McKee   

In Memory of Kelly Dix given by the Leu family. 

Taylor & George Doll    

In Memory of Ruth Cambridge and Sylvia Rohling  

Matt & Elizabeth Escritt  

In Memory of Lois Escritt, Jack & Maribeth French & Bob Opal 

In Honor of our Pastors 

Bob & Dianna Finch  

In Memory of Susie, Jo Ann & Paul Taylor & Robert Finch 

Ed & Cindy Frank 

In Honor of our Pastors  

Jim Freibert   

In Honor of Clergy. 

Tony & Shirley Gust   

In Memory of Albert & Gladys Noelle, and Lawrence & Dorothy Gust  

Lois Hanusa  

In Memory of Ted P. & Eunice Hanusa and Julie (Weiss) Karstens   

Ernest & Judith Johnson  

In Memory of Ernie & Laura Johnson and Alfred & Claudine Dirks  

Donald & Marsha Kadereit  



In Memory of Don & Norma Kadereit and Bill & Helen Steer 

Bruce Klein  

In Memory of Marie Andersen Klein and Elsie Andersen 

Pastor David & Debbie Klinge  

In Memory of Our Parents & Katie Klinge (daughter-in-law)  

Adam & Laura Kort    

In Memory of Susan Wurdeman, Ruth Johnson, and Lester Kort  

Steve & Denise Krohn  

In Memory of Herold & Elva Krohn and Michael Schwery  

In Honor of Lu Schwery 

Bill & Kathleen Kruse  

In Memory of Parents: Leonard & Evelyn Kruse and Kermit & Vivian 

Ravnsborg and Grandparents  

The Lane Family  

In Memory of Easton Lane, Ed Hornbeck, and Grandma & Grandpa 

Blankenship 

Don & Wanda & Tim Mathisen 

In Memory of Jim Mathisen  

Kathy Meldrum 

In Honor of Clarence B. Meldrum Jr. (baptized on April 5, also on Easter Sunday)  

Andy & Jo Raymond & Family 

In Memory of Deborah Cannon and Bob & MaryAnn Wege. In Honor of Dr. C 

Mike & Penny Rollins 

In Honor of Family and our Savior Jesus   

Bob & Kathy Seipold  

In Memory of Bert & Mary Jean Seipold and Bob & Marjorie Glynn   

In Honor of Our Risen Lord  

The Stickler Family  

In Honor of our Pastors  

  



Amy Termuende  

In Memory of Ed & Eileen Termuende, Milton & Rosa Grages and Gustav & 

Alice Termuende 

Jeff & Rhonda Thomas   

In Memory of Ed Hornbeck, Easton Lane, Alvin & Eula Blankenship 

Tom & Sue Trede   

In Memory – Roger Maness, Elven & Jane Steenbock 

Geno & Melanie Velasco  

In Honor of family 

Wendell & Bonnie Volkens  

In Memory of Jeanette Volkens and Angela Noel-Gittins 

Shirley Walker & Family   

In Memory of Wes Walker, Jeffrey Foster, Byron Walker, Harry & Wilma 

Studebaker, Marilyn Butler, Roger & Ed Studebaker 
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