Seventh Sundayof Kaster

«Excmhi”

“ But when the Helper comes, he will bear witness about me.”
John 15:26

St Paul’s Lutheran Church
239 Frank Street, Council Bluffs, IA 51503
May 17, 2026



Welcome
Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we receive
Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign the guest
register in the narthex. If you need assistance, please ask one of the ushers. Prayers of
preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of the hymnal.

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the
biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask visitors
who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if you are
interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. Those not
communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to receive a blessing.
Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.

Those Serving Us

Preacher/Liturgist: Rev. Nathan Sherrill
Organist: Brett Allen, Timothy Johnson
Kantors: Kent Seetin (8:00am), Randy Milbrath (10:45am)

The Word In Music

Prelude: “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done” — Setting by Jacob B. Weber
Offering: “Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord” — Setting by Andreas Armsdorf
Postlude: “Prelude in C Major” — J.S. Bach

Hymn of the Season: “Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious” LSB 548
Kantor’s Notes: From the forthcoming Hymns of the Season Vol 6 (David’s Harp)

“Like a Golden Sun Ascending”

Because Jesus rose from the grave, we too will rise from the dead. St. Paul refers to
Christ as the first of what is to follow: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.” (1 Corinthians 15:20) This reality gives
great comfort to those who have lost loved ones who died in Christ. We someday will be
raised together with them and see Christ face to face!

What does this mean for us in our response toward Jesus? As a person is thankful to a
doctor who saves his or her life, how much more are we thankful to Jesus for giving us
life that lasts forever! Accordingly, our hymnwriter includes expressions of thanksgiving
for this reality. As we remember Jesus’ word for us and as we receive Jesus’ gifts of life

in His Word and Sacraments, we, too, adore and praise Him. Thus, our hymnwriter
exclaims, “Lord, I thank Thee and extol Thee, And in heav’n I shall behold Thee.”



Divine Service Setting 1

493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing
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5 Benow our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

/A 6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
[P] In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151
P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins LSB 151

P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,



renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 27:1, 11a, 12; antiphon: vv. 7a, 8b, 9a
n *
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Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.*
Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia.
The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom | shall I fear?*
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I | be afraid?
Teach me your way, | O LORD;*
give me not up to the will of my adver- | saries;
for false witnesses have risen a- | gainst me,*
and they breathe out | violence.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud. Alle- | luia.*
Your face, LORD, do I seek; hide not your face from me. Alle- | luia.

Kyrie LSB 152
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.



Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let
us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
This Is the Feast LSB 155

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to
be people of God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory
are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever.
Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



P} Letus pray.
O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens,
leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You
promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 36:22-28
22“Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord GoOD: It is not for

your sake, O house of Israel, that [ am about to act, but for the sake of my holy
name, which you have profaned among the nations to which you came. *And I
will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among
the nations, and which you have profaned among them. And the nations will
know that I am the LORD, declares the Lord GOD, when through you I vindicate
my holiness before their eyes. **I will take you from the nations and gather you
from all the countries and bring you into your own land. 2°I will sprinkle clean
water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all
your idols I will cleanse you. 26And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit
I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and
give you a heart of flesh. 2’And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my just decrees. 2*You shall dwell in
the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be
your God.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual “Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest” LSB 498:1,4,6,7

Epistle 1 Peter 4:7—-14
"The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-
minded for the sake of your prayers. 3Above all, keep loving one another
earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. “Show hospitality to one another
without grumbling. '°As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as
good stewards of God’s varied grace: 'whoever speaks, as one who speaks



oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.
To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

2Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test
you, as though something strange were happening to you. *But rejoice insofar
as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his
glory is revealed. “If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed,
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Processional
LSB 458:1
Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands
For our offenses given;
But now at God’s right hand He stands
And brings us life from heaven.
Therefore let us joyful be
And sing to God right thankfully
Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia!

Holy Gospel John 15:26—16:4
P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

26[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness
about me. 2’ And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me
from the beginning.

1“T have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away. *They will
put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever kills
you will think he is offering service to God. *And they will do these things
because they have not known the Father, nor me. “But I have said these things to
you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I told them to you.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with

29

you.



[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed

Sit

I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and

glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.



539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer
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Our health while we are liv - ing, Our life when we  shall die.

And, suf - f’ring for the sin - ful, Our full re-demp - tion won.
Whence He  had ne’er de - part - ed, His Fa-ther’s and His own.
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~ Let all the worlds give an - swer: A - men! So let it be.
Sermon “He Will Bear Witness About Me” John 15:26-16:4
Offering
Stand
Prayer of the Church
Stand

Service of the Sacrament

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord's Supper. Other visitors
are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire.



Preface LSB 160

P) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 161
[P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus LSB 161

Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this i1s My *I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the
new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini LSB 163
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit

Distribution



461 1 Know That My Redeemer Lives
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.
5  He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.
6  He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I’ll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.
7  He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and I shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.
8  He lives, all glory to His name!

He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
know that my Redeemer lives!




821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
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near us;  Faith be - lieves, nor ques - tions how.
sin - ful Flee to You from day to day.
Mar - vy, Earth Your foot - stool, heav’n Your throne.
tri - umph, His the vic - to - ry a - lone.
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ev - ’ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by  His blood.”
get His prom - ise: *“I am with you ev - er - more”?
all the sin - less Sweep a - cross the crys - tal sea.
priest and vic - tim In the eu - cha -ris - tic feast.
- ’ry na - tion Has re - deemed us by His blood.”




548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious
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On the cross my debt was paid. From the grave I shall a -
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tran - si - to - ry; I shall lift my head in  glo - ry.
tol Thee, And in heav’n I shall be - hold Thee.
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768 To God the Holy Spirit Let Us Pray
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2 0 sweet - est Love, Your grace on us be - stow;
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4 Shine 1n our hearts, O Spir - it pre - cious light;
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For  the true faith  need - ed on our way
Set our hearts with sa - cred fire a - glow
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Teach us Je - sus  Christ to know a - right
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That He may de-fend wus when life is end - ing And from
That with hearts u - nit - ed we love each oth - er, Ev - ’ry
That we may not fal - ter nor cour-age fail us When the
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strang - er, sis - ter, and broth - er. Lord, have mer - cy!
foe shall taunt and as - sail us. Lord, have mer - cy!

‘true home He has brought us. Lord, have mer - cy!

Stand

Thank the Lord LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would



strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction LSB 166
[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
829 Christ the Eternal Lord
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1 Christ the e - ter - nal Lord, Whose prom -ise here we claim,
2 Christ the un-chang-ing Word To ev - 'ry pass - ing age,
3 Christ the re-deem-ing Son, Who shares our hu - man birth,
4 Christ the un - fad - ing Light Of ev - er - last - ing day,
5 Christ the as-cend -ed King Ex - alt - ed high a - bove,
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Whose gifts of grace are free-ly poured On all who name Your name;
Whose time-less teach-ings still are heard Set forth on Scrip-ture’s page;
And by His death sal - va-tion won For ev-’ry child of earth;
Our Morn-ing Star in splen-dor bright, The Life, the Truth, the Way;
Whosepraise un - end -ing a - ges sing, Whom yet un-seen we love;
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With thank -ful - ness and praise We stand be - fore Your throne,
Trans - form our thought and mind, En - light-en all who read,
In - spire our hearts, we pray, To tell Your love a - broad,
That light of truth You give To ser-vants as to friends,
When mor - tal life is  past Your voice from heav-en’s throne
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In - tent to serve You all our days And make Your glo-ry known.
With - in Your Word by faith to find The bread of life in - deed.
That all may hon - or Christto-day And fol - low Him as Lord.
Your way to walk, Your life to live, Till earth’s brief jour-ney ends.
~Shall call Your chil - drenhome at last To know as we are known.




Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Opportunities for Growth

This Sunday  8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Sunday School/Adult Bible Study
10:45 a.m. Divine Service

Thursday 11:00 a.m. Women’s Bible Study
6:00 p.m. SPLECC Board Meeting

Next Sunday  8:00 a.m. Divine Service
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Class/Sunday School
10:45 a.m. Divine Service

The Congregation at Prayer

Those ill or recovering: Allen Timm, Lisa Timm, Carolyn DeLorme (mother of
Christine Circo), Shirley Walker, Jack Gray, Debbie Klinge, Ronda Thomas, Don
Kadereit, Shawna (friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), Diane Machmuller, Mary
Johannes, Elizabeth Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin),
Tina Lamason (sister of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Rev. North
Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin (cousin-Kent Seetin), Andrea Williams (Jeff and Ronda
Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr (friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), Ethel Engel (mother
of Coreen Trost), C.C. Harris (wife of Tristan), Kaden Frye (nephew of Kyle and
Rachel Johnson), Brian Smith (friend of Jim Freibert), Emily Franklin (relative of
Todd & Dawn Cundiff), Beth Neumann (mother of Billie True), Dan Wych (former
member), The family of Ruby Plager (mother of Heidi Penney) Dolores and Dylan
Whetstine in the loss of Michael Whetstine (friends of Steve & Denise Krohn)

Steven and Alynn Cory and all our shut ins.

Those in the armed forces: Andrew Codney, Amari (friend of Jack Gray)
Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center & St. Paul’s Music
Conservatory



News and Notes

Pastor Frank will be out of the office through May 28.

We invite the church family to join us in celebrating Samuel Raymond’s High
School Graduation today, at 24037 195" Street, Crescent, IA 51526 from 1:00 to
4:00 PM. Jo Raymond (402) 350-3221.

Want to garden, but don’t have space? St. Paul’s Center is opening up garden
plots for those wanting to grow flowers or produce. Also, if anyone has gardening

tools/supplies you would like to share, let us know. For more information, call
Glennda Hedlund at St. Paul’s Center (712) 322-3294.

Card Shower for former member Dan Wych

Former St. Paul’s member Dan Wych is experiencing critical medical issue.
Members can send cards and prayers of support to Dan and his family to:

The Dan Wych Family
3503 Voda Drive
Milton, WI 53563

Catechism
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 1t indicates that the Old Adam in us
should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil
desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in
righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written? St. Paul writes in Romans chapter six: “We were therefore
buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”
(Romans 6:4)



St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503

712-322-4729
www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Cell: 712-310-4248
Nathansherrill1978(@gmail.com
Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com

Pastors Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards
splccboffice@splccb.org

Church Office Hours:

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. — 4 p.m.

Friday 8 a.m. - noon

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center
1500 N. 16™ St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-3294

www.splecc.org

Director - Becca Monarrez
becca.heinicke@splecc.org
Administrative Assistant — Glennda Hedlund
glennda.hedlund@splecc.org

School Office Hours

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory

239 Frank St.

Council Bluffs, IA 51503
712-322-8832

Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank
Cell: 712-269-3683
pastorfrank239@gmail.com
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