
Ascension Day 
 

 
Picture by Otto Semler – public domain 

 

“... Do you know... Yes I Know it; keep quiet.“… 
2 Kings 2:5-15 

 

Council Bluffs Circuit Ascension Service 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Council Bluffs 

Thursday, May 14, 2026 



Prelude: “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” Arr. John Timm  

                “Let Joyful Alleluias Ring”  Arr. Michael Ryan 
 

Please stand and face the processional cross, symbolic of Christ's presence among us. 
 
493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing St. 4: Choir 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5  Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 

And be our future great reward. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

Then, throned with You forever, we 

Shall praise Your name eternally. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6  O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 

All praise to You let earth accord: 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

You are, while endless ages run, 

With Father and with Spirit one. 

    Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 

Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, 1623, Köln 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 

Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 



your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 47:1–2, 5, 8; antiphon: Acts 1:11 

 
Men of | Galilee,* 

 why do you stand looking into heaven? Alle- | luia. 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into | heaven,* 

 will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alle- | luia. 

Clap your hands, all | peoples!* 

 Shout to God with loud | songs of joy! 

For the LORD, the Most High, is | to be feared,* 

 a great king over | all the earth. 

God has gone up | with a shout,* 

 the LORD with the sound of a | trumpet. 

God reigns over the | nations;* 

 God sits on his | holy throne. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Men of | Galilee,* 

 why do you stand looking into heaven? Alle- | luia. 

This Jesus, who was taken up from you into | heaven,* 

 will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven. Alle- | luia. 



Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise 

let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

C   This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be 

people of God. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are 

His. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. 

Amen. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 



Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 

Jesus Christ, ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in 

heart and mind and continually dwell there with Him, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading 2 Kings 2:5–15 

 5The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and 

said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away your master 

from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

 6Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me 

to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the sons of 

the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as they both 

were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his cloak and rolled it up and 

struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, 

till the two of them could go over on dry ground. 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for 

you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be a 

double portion of your spirit on me.” 10And he said, “You have asked a hard 

thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be so for you, 

but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” 11And as they still went on and 



talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. 

And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 12And Elisha saw it and he 

cried, “My father, my father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And 

he saw him no more. 

 Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
13And he took up the cloak of Elijah that had fallen from him and went back 

and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then he took the cloak of Elijah that 

had fallen from him and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the 

God of Elijah?” And when he had struck the water, the water was parted to 

the one side and to the other, and Elisha went over. 

 15Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him 

opposite them, they said, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” And they 

came to meet him and bowed to the ground before him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual: "Crown Him with Many Crowns” (Choir)LSB 525 

 

Second Reading Acts 1:1–11 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began 

to do and teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given 

commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3To 

them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, 

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you 

heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at 

this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you 

to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

end of the earth.” 9And when he had said these things, as they were looking 



on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10And while 

they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in 

white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

Gospel Procession: Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands LSB 458 

1 Christ Jesus lay in death’s strong bands 

    For our offenses given; 

But now at God’s right hand He stands 

    And brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be 

And sing to God right thankfully 

    Loud songs of alleluia! 

        Alleluia! 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Holy Gospel Mark 16:14-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
14Afterward [Jesus] appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining 

at table, and he rebuked them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, 

because they had not believed those who saw him after he had risen. 15And 

he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 

creation. 16Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned. 17And these signs will accompany those who 

believe: in my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new 

tongues; 18they will pick up serpents with their hands; and if they drink any 



deadly poison, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and 

they will recover.” 

 19So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up 

into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God. 20And they went out and 

preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the 

message by accompanying signs. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 



 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
  
491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 

Tune: Henry V. Gerike, 1948–2025 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 



Sermon: “Be Quiet” 2 Kings 2:5-15  

 Rev. Mitchel Schuessler, St. John, Clarinda 
 
Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Sit 
 
Offering: (For the support of this year’s continuing education opportunity) 

“Lord, Enthroned in Heavenly Splendor” Setting by Thomas Canning 
 
Stand 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
We welcome members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in 

receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors are welcomed forward to receive 

a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface (Abbreviated) LSB 161 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and 

saying: 

 

  



Sanctus LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  LSB 162 

P   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C  Our Father who art in heaven, 

       hallowed be Thy name, 

       Thy kingdom come, 

       Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

       give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

       and lead us not into temptation, 

       but deliver us from evil. 

  For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 

P  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, 

and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and 

said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
  

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 



new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

C   Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

      Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

      Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 
Sit 
 

Distribution 

  



622 Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 
Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt. 
Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



494 See, the Lord Ascends in Triumph 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–85, abr., alt. 

Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text and tune: Public domain 



529 Since Our Great High Priest, Christ Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christopher M. Idle, 1938 

Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt  

Text: © 1973 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

  



492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

 

 

 

 
Text: Josua Wegelin, 1604–40; tr. William M. Czamanske, 1873–1964, alt. 

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001822 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand  

 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has 

done. 

 Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

 He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

 with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 



 

Post-Communion Collect 

A       Let us pray. 

 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward 

You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C       Amen. 

 

Benediction       LSB 166 

P    The Lord bless you and keep you. 

  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 

 

 



495 Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769–1855 

Tune: William Owen, 1813–93 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: “Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious” Setting by Michael 

Burkhardt 
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