
 
Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
The Sunday of The Unjust Steward 

“Faithful Stewardship of Earthly Gifts” 
 

 
 

“ You cannot serve God and Money.”   
Luke 16:13 

 
 
 
 

  



Welcome to all members and visitors! We are pleased to have you with us as we 

receive Christ’s gifts and as we respond in thanks and praise. Guests, please sign 

the guest register book in the Narthex or complete the Welcome Card located on the 

back of the church pew in front of you by the hymnal holder and place in the 

collection plate during the offering.  
 

Prayers of preparation for worship can be found on the inside front cover of the 

hymnal. 
 

If you need assistance, please ask one of the ushers. 
 

The Lord’s Supper is offered every Sunday of the month. St. Paul’s observes the 

biblical practice of closed communion. Members of sister congregations of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod are encouraged to commune with us. We ask 

visitors who are not members of the LCMS to speak with one of our pastors if you 

are interested in learning more about our church and communion practices. Those 

not communing with us at this service are welcome to come forward to receive a 

blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

Those Serving Us 
 

Preacher/Liturgist:   Rev. Nathan Sherrill    

Organist: Harrison Moody    

Kantor: Kent Seetin (8 a.m.); Peter Klinge  (10:45 a.m.) 
 

The Word in Music 

Prelude: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (Lauda Anima). Setting by Charles             

Callahan 

Prelude: “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” (Lauda Anima). Setting by John  

Ferguson  

Offering: “Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness” (Schmucke Dich). Setting by Carl 

F. Schalk  

Postlude:  “What is the World to Me” (Was Frag Ich Nach Der Welt). Setting by 

Michael D. Costello  
 

Service Notes: The parable of the dishonest steward is a classic parable of 

stewardship.  Told originally to the Pharisees and Scribes, Jesus wishes to teach the 

difference in the perspective of one whose mind is set on the things of this world 

and one whose mind is set on heavenly things.  This Sunday, the hearer has the 

opportunity to ponder the gifts God gives us in this life and how those gifts should 

be dealt with and used.  Rather than coveting these earthly gifts, the faithful steward 

uses them to glorify God and advance His kingdom. 
 

Hymn of the Season: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  LSB 790 



Divine Service Setting 3 

Prelude: 
 

Hymn of Invocation 

 

Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven   LSB 793 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793–1847 

Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand 

 



Confession and Absolution LSB 184 
 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Confession of Sins 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

 

Absolution 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



Introit Psalm 54:1–3, 7; antiphon: vv. 4–5 

 

Behold, God is my  | helper;* 

 the Lord is the upholder  | of my life. 

He will return the evil to my  | enemies;* 

 in your faithfulness put an  | end to them. 

O God, save me,  | by your name,* 

 and vindicate me  | by your might. 

O God,  | hear my prayer;* 

 give ear to the words  | of my mouth. 

For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men  | seek my life;* 

 they do not set God be- | fore themselves. 

For he has delivered me from every  | trouble,* 

 and my eye has looked in triumph on my  | enemies. 

Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

Behold, God is my  | helper;* 

 the Lord is the upholder  | of my life. 

He will return the evil to my  | enemies;* 

 in your faithfulness put an  | end to them. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 



that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble 

servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such 

things as shall please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament 2 Samuel 22:26–34 

26“With the merciful you show yourself merciful; 

 with the blameless man you show yourself blameless; 
27with the purified you deal purely, 

 and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous. 
28You save a humble people, 

 but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 
29For you are my lamp, O LORD, 

 and my God lightens my darkness. 
30For by you I can run against a troop, 

 and by my God I can leap over a wall. 
31This God—his way is perfect; 

 the word of the LORD proves true; 

 he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. 

32“For who is God, but the LORD? 

 And who is a rock, except our God? 
33This God is my strong refuge 

 and has made my way blameless. 
34He made my feet like the feet of a deer 

 and set me secure on the heights.” 



P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Gradual              “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”          LSB 743:1,4 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:6–13 
 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil 

as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The 

people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in 

sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 

single day. 9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were 

destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed 

by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 

were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No 

temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he 

will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will 

also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

 
Stand 

 

Verse LSB 190 

C Alleluia, Alleluia. Alleluia. 

A Give ear, O my people, to my | teaching;* incline your ears to the words | of 

my mouth! 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

  



Holy Gospel Luke 16:1–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 1[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, 

and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 
2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in 

the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the 

manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the 

management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed 

to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from 

management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his 

master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my 

master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, 

and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how much 

do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take 

your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest manager for 

his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their 

own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for 

yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may 

receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

 10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 

dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been 

faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And 

if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that 

which is your own? 13No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God and money.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

  



Nicene Creed LSB 191 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



Hymn of the Day – Sermon Hymn 

 

What Is the World to Me  LSB 730 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629–1701 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon        “Sons of Light Invest in the Kingdom of God” - Luke 16:1-13  
 

Stand 

 

Offertory LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 

 



Sit 
 

Offering 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

We welcome communicant members of our sister congregations of the LCMS to join us in receiving the Lord’s Supper. Other visitors 

are welcomed forward to receive a blessing. Simply cross your arms to indicate this desire. 

 

Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

Proper Preface 
 

Sanctus LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of 

the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 

“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the 

new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, 

grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

  



Distribution Hymns 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness  LSB 636 sts. 1–4, 8 

 

 

 

 

 



All Depends on Our Possessing  LSB 732 

 

 

 

 
 

5  Well He knows what best to grant me; 

    All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

    I shall doubt His wisdom never; 

   As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 

6  If my days on earth He lengthen, 

    God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

    Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

    Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
 
Text: Andächtige Haus-Kirche, 1676, Nürnberg; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  



One Thing’s Needful  LSB 536 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Heinrich Schröder, 1667–99; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. 

Tune: Adam Krieger, 1634–66 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Take My Life and Let It Be  LSB 783 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

          It shall be no longer mine; 

          Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

          It shall be Thy royal throne. 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

         At Thy feet its treasure store; 

         Take myself, and I will be 

         Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy 

word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared 

before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Hymn of Departure – Closing Hymn 

Now Thank We All Our God  LSB 895 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Rinckart, 1586–1649; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Postlude: 
 



Opportunities for Growth 

Today 8:00a.m,  Divine Service  

 9:30a.m.  Adult Bible Class, Sunday School 

 10:45a.m. Divine Service 

Tuesday 6:00a.m.  Men’s Bible Study 

 6:00p.m.  SPLECC-SPC Meeting  

    @ St. Paul’s Center 

Wednesday 10:00a.m. Stained-Glass Meeting  

    Online and Church Lounge 

Thursday 6:30p.m.  High School – College Bible Study 

    @ St. Paul’s Center 

Next Sunday 8:00a.m.  Divine Service 

 9:30a.m.  Sunday School/Adult Bible Class 

 10:45a.m.  Divine Service 

   

The Congregation at Prayer 

 

If you have a prayer request you would like to be read during the Prayer of the 

Church, please complete a Prayer Request Card located on the back of the church 

pew in front of you located next to the hymnal holder.  Place the Prayer Request 

Card in the collection plate during the offering or give to an Usher before the start 

of the Worship Service. 

 

Those ill or recovering:  Dorothy & Jim Finch, Pam Taylor, Don Kadereit, Mary 

Johannes, Mary Ann Hanusa, Bradley Adams, Lisa Timm, Ronda Thomas,  Shawna 

(friend of Matt and Elizabeth Escritt), Diane Machmuller, Theresa & Elizabeth 

Bowerman, Trent Casey, John Shafer (father of Kelli Salin), Tina Lamason (sister 

of Brad White), Cole (cousin of Kelli Salin), Rev. North Sherrill, Rev. Lee Seetin 

(cousin-Kent Seetin), Dmitri Seetin (grandnephew-Kent Seetin) Andrea Williams 

(Jeff and Ronda Thomas’ niece), Brian Nohr (friend of Jeff & Ronda Thomas), 

Ethel Engel (mother of Coreen Trost), C.C. Harris (wife of Tristan), Emily Franklin 

(relative of Todd & Dawn Cundiff), Dan Wych (former member) 

Roger Escritt and all our shut ins. 

Those in the armed forces: Sam Raymond,  Amari (friend of Jack Gray) 

Our missionaries: Deaconess Sandra Rhein & Ms. Becky Bartelt 

Our local missions: St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center,  

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory, & St. Paul’s Center 

  



News and Notes 

 

The Hospitality Team is looking for volunteers to help in the kitchen during 

the week of August 11th – 14th.  If you are able to help, please contact Karen 

Burns at (712) 309-1070 or the Church Office at 712-322-4729. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, August 9th @ 3:00 p.m. for a violin recital by St. Paul’s 

Music Conservatory instructor Micah Fusselman and his Omaha students. 

 

The CTSFW Continuing Education Class - “Faithful Preaching and Faithful 

Hearing: Homiletics for Pastors and Laity” will be held Tuesday, August 11th – 

Friday, August 14th. For more information and to register please visit: 

https://portal.ctsfw.edu/s/continuing-education-

detail?recordId=a1yUh000006m1b3IAA. The class is free, you just need to register.   

 

Space is still available to register for the Jubilate Deo Lutheran Music Workshop on 

Thursday, August 13th. Please visit the St. Paul’s Music Conservatory website for 

more information and to register. The Workshop if Free. 

 

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory will be hosting a music recital featuring Dr. 

Elizabeth Grimpo, Concordia University of Nebraska Associate Professor, on 

Thursday evening, August 13th @ 7:00 p.m. in the Church Sanctuary.  

 

Stained Glass Window Update -  Willet Stained-Glass Studio will be starting work 

the week of August 17th ! More details will be coming soon.  

 

Finally, SAVE THE DATE - Saturday, September 26th for Oktober-Fun-Fest 3 p.m. 

– 7 p.m. @ The St. Paul’s Center. More information to follow.  
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St. Paul’s Stained-Glass Coloring Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St. Paul’s Locations in Council Bluffs 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-4729 

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org    

Senior Pastor - Rev. Nathan 

Sherrill 

Cell: 712-310-4248 

nathansherrrill1978@gmail.com  

Associate Pastor/Kantor - Rev. Timothy 

Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com  

Pastor Emeritus - Rev. Robert Lindau 

Parish Administrator - Heidi Bernhards 

splccboffice@splccb.org  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Office 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  

Friday 8 a.m. – noon 

St. Paul’s Center 

1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-3294 

www.stpaulscenter.org  

St Paul’s Center Administrator – 

Glennda Hedlund 

info@stpaulscenter.org  

St. Paul’s Center Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. 

 

St. Paul’s Early Childhood Center 

1500 N. 16th St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-3294 

www.splecc.org  

 

Director - Becca Monarrez 

becca.heinicke@splecc.org  

Administrative Assistant – Glennda 

Hedlund 

glennda.hedlund@splecc.org 

  

Early Childhood Center Office 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. 

St. Paul’s Music Conservatory 

239 Frank St. 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 

712-322-8832 

www.stpaulsmusicconservatory.org  

Administrator - Rev. Timothy Frank 

Cell: 712-269-3683 

pastorfrank239@gmail.com 
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