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Welcome to the remake
of St. Paul’s monthly
publication THE WORD.

Over the last few months you
might of noticed we have been
absent from your inbox, and the
Church Narthex. Your editors and
article writers have been a tad busy
with a few projects inside and
outside of St. Paul's cobble stone
walls. After a small discussion with
Pastors, Glennda, Heidi, and myself
we decided to make a few changes
to the newsletter. We are going to
start implementing the changes
with this edition. One of the
changes will be the look of the
newsletter will take on a more
magazine appearance. Certain
sections that used to appear
monthly will now be on a every
other month rotation. This will allow
the staff to focus on other parts of
the St. Paul's ministry. Items that
will remain the same: Pastor’s
monthly message, St. Paul's
Dashboard, birthdays and
anniversaries, important upcoming
dates, Our missionaries, those who
serve. Articles that will go into a
rotating basis include The Hymn of
the Season, St. Paul's Lutheran Early
Childhood Center, St. Paul's Center,
St. Paul's Music Conservatory,
Recipe's. Afew more ads from St.
Paul's Center will fill the pages
showing upcoming programs. Even
a few articles will be reprinted from
the IDW newsletter. We look
forward to hearing your comments,
opinions, suggestions for
improvement in the publication. So
take a break, grab your favorite
beverage, sitdown and read through
the new look publication of THE
WORD!

2 THEWORD -July

Important
Upcoming Dates

July 2026

Friday, July 3rd

Church Office Closed

All Day

July 5-July 11

St. Paul's Mission Week

Tuesday, July 7th
6:00pm - 8:00pm

David's Harp Music Conservatory
Presentation @ St. Paul's, Clarinda, 1A

Wednesday, July

&oad Trip to Mission Central, Mapleton,

8th 8:30am -
5:30pm

Saturday, July 11th,
8:30am - 5:30pm

&oad Trip to Mission Central, Mapleton,

Saturday, July 11th,
2:00pm-3:30pm

Vocal Recital by Christa Shepherd, with
Reception following in Church Undercroft

July 18th - July 23rd

)I&%MS National Convention - Phoenix,

August 2026

Tuesday, August
4th, 6:00pm

Elders Meeting

August 11th - 14th

CTSFW Continuing Education Class
w/Dr. Carl Fickenscher

Thursday, August
13th, 8:30am -
4:30pm

Jubilate Deo Lutheran Music Workshop
@ St. Paul's

Thursday, August
13th, 4:30pm to
7:00pm

St. Paul's Music Conservatory Open
House w/Dinner and Music Recital by
Dr. Elizabeth Grimpo

Tuesday, August
18th, 6:00pm

SPLECC - SP Center Meeting @ SP
Center

Thursday, August
20th, 6:00pm

Church Council Meeting @ St. Paul's
Lutheran Church

TBD

Christ Academy Parent Meeting

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org




O my soul,
praise Him

By Rev. Nathan Sherrill

Dear friends in Christ,

Isn't this newsletter a beauty? | took one look
at what Bob suggested and said, "I love it!"
Thank you Bob for making this a wonderful
backdrop for learning about the positive
ministry happening at St. Paul's. As this new
look is unveiled to our friends and members,
I'd like to share some new things that are
happening in ministry at the same time.

New Members!

I'll be the first to admit that I'm striving for a
new way of welcoming our new friends and
members to St. Paul's. Recently, we had the
opportunity to welcome over ten new
members to St. Paul's! Thanks be to God! As
we move forward, we will be formalizing our
new member class series in order to focus on
group classes that are recorded in case
participants are unable to make it. While
doctrine is of great importance to us as
confessional Lutherans, we also cherish our
LIFE TOGETHER. When we come together as a
Christian congregation, we want to support,
encourage and uplift one another in relation to
our faith. In order to do that, we need to be
together. So, one component of our member
classes is simply getting to know one another
and growing in faith together. Later this
summer, preferably beginning in July, watch
for a new member class to start and consider
joining us! All are welcome, members and
non-members alike!

New Opportunities!

Our newly minted "St. Paul's Center" has been
off and running this summer, first of all,
through our K-4th Grade Summer Camp, our
Camﬁ Creation Series, our St. Paul's Gardens,
Isaiah's Lusajo's Thursday evening Bible
Studies, and now our Art for All Summer
Camps. Currently, we are in week two of
sharing the word on Paul High Horse's art
camps. The?f| have been a great addition to our
ministry at the St. Paul's Center. As we move
forward, look for more additions to the
missions happening on North 16th Street.

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org |

New Church Workers!

| am particularly proud and excited to share
with you how St. Paul's members are heeding
God's call toward church work vocations. Last
year we sent Jonathan Schultz on his way to
the seminary in order to stud?‘/| to become a
pastor. Now, this Spring, Nathanael Sherrill
together with Anna and boys journeyed east to
start the seminary as well. At the same time,
Isaiah Lusajo is continuing his studies at
Concordia University in Seward in the pursuit
of going to the seminary as well! If God would
have it, that equals three men from St. Paul's
heading toward the ministry in close proximity
to one another! Please join me in praying that
the Lord would be with them and bless them
as they continue their studies! (As | quipped in
Bible Class this Sunday, my dream is that God
would raise up my replacement right from
among our ranks!)

New Season!

As we look ahead to the fall and anticipate a
new season for study and reflection, | would
like anyone reading this to consider how%/ou
might like to participate in the ministry of St
Paul's. Would you be willing to be a new
Sunday School or Christ Academy teacher? Do
you have little kids? Maybe you would be
willing to help us in our nursery as we have
many little ones on Sundays and Wednesdays.
Do you like doing yardwork orgardening or
rocking babies or washing windows? Do you
like tutoring, art, crafts, music or sewing? Are
you a good manager? Maybe you could serve
on our Church Council. There are lots of ways
to be engaged at St. Paul's! | don't want
anyone in our congregation to feel left out. If
you'd like to help, just let us know, we want
you involved!

Thanking God for all the new He is bringing to

our ministry,
4 Pastor Sherrill

THE WORD - July 3



Hymn of The Season Praise to

WAL T

“Praise to the Lord, the

Almighty"
by Pastor Timothy Frank

The image above is a tender
reminder of God's care for His
people Because the children in
the image are safe and secure
in the hands of God, they can
open their hymnal and sing
joyful praises to Him!

The hymn "Praise to the Lord,
the Almighty" reminds you that
you too can joyfully sing
because you are safe and
secure in God's care. It is He
who has given you salvation
through the life, death, and
resurrection of His Son. It is He
who gives you health and the
ability to sing and praise. Itis
He who continues to sustain
you, providing those things that
are needful for your life.

This hymn reminds us of the
First Article of the Apostles'
Creed, in which we confess
"God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth."
Martin Luther, in his Small
Catechism, explains this article
beautifully, describing how God
gives us everything we have
and still takes care of us. Can
you share with your parent or
teacher some of God's
blessings for which you are
thankful?

the Lord, the Almighty - L.SB 790
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I Praise to the Lord, the Al - might -y, the King of cre -
2 Praise to the Lord, whoo'er all things is won - drous - ly
3 Praise to the Lord, who has fear - ful - ly, won - drous - ly,
4 Praisc to the Lord, who will pros - per your work and de -
5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me a -
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a - tionl O my soul, praise Him, for He is  your
reign - ing And, as on wings of an ca - gle, wup -
made you, Health has be - stowed and, when heed - less - ly
fend you; Sure - ly His good - ness and mer - cy shall
dore Him! All that has life and breath, come now with
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health and sal - va - tion! Let all who hear Now to His
lift - ing, sus - tain - ing. Have you not seen All that is
fall - ing, has stayed you. What need or grief Ev - er has
dai - ly at - tend you. Pon - der a - new What the Al-
prais - es be - fore Him! Let the A - men  Soundfrom His

. T T + +
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tem - ple draw near, Join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
need - ful has been Sent by His gra-cious or - dain - ing?

failed of re - lief? Wings of His mer - cy did shade you.
might-y can do As with His love He be-friends you.
pco - ple a - gain; Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore Him!

If you have a Small Catechism, compare your list to Luther's list. You
might even consider memorizing Luther's explanation while working
on this hymn!

Luther's explanation ends with the words, "This is most certainly
true." Another way to say this is with the Hebrew word amen, likewise
meaning, "This is most certainly true." Can you find the amen in the
final stanza of this hymn? How do you think you should play or sing
this hymn?

Knowing that God's Word is true, that God is faithful to us through
His Son, and that He cares for us daily, you too can add a loud Amen
to the praises of God's people. Your adoration and praise is but a
prelude to the eternal adoration and praise that you will sing around
God's throne. Therefore, open your hymnal, like the children in the
image, and "Gladly forever adore Him" (st. 5)!

4 THE WORD - July |  www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org
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In the past six months there has been a
rather large make over down at The St.
Paul's Center. Since St. Paul's Voters gave
approval at the annual meeting in
February, policies, procedures, cleanup,
restructuring, tours, programs, camps,
classes, new websites, social media pages,
cold calls, more tours, have occurred. If
you blinked, you missed half a year
already. Asyou are reading this article, a
new high school - college Bible study, led
by Isaiah Lusajo, is now half-way through
its 15 week course. The 2026 Camp
Creation | & Il camps completed in early
June. The 2026 Summer Program is
approaching the halfway mark, along with
a new Summer Tutoring Program is going
strong. Finally the second of five High
Horse Collective: Art for All Summer
Camps have complete. A weekly "Senior"
Art Class will be starting on Tuesday, July

7, and every Tuesday thru July 21st. The St.

Paul's Center Gardens is growing, growing,
growing, and growing. The pumpkin vines
are sprouting pumpkin blooms so there
will be plenty of pumpkins for Oktober-
Fun-Fest in September.

Our long time anchor at The St. Paul's
Center, The Early Childhood Center has

reached the goal of 50 students enrolled ___

at the ECC over the summer months.
Several more children will be starting in
August and September. Miss Becca, Miss
Glennda, and Pastor Sherrill are giving
tours of the ECC almost on a daily basis.
The ECC students are enjoying the splash
pool water activities on Wednesdays,
therapy dogs have come to visit and even
got to pet cows and sheep during the
week Camp Creation. -

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org

Speaking of cows and sheep, the Camp
Creation Il theme this year was
Stewardship. Students learned to sew,
building a log cabin, milk cows, shear
sheep, gardening, cooking from scratch.
Activities at The Center do not stop when
summer is over, Oktober-Fun-Fest will be
on Saturday, September 26th from 3pm to
7pm. This is going to be our big
celebration showcasing The Center and all
the programs housed there. This fall we
will be adding additional programs
Academic Tutoring, Parents Night Out
Evening Recovery Program, Council Bluffs
Connections. Future programs include
Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dog
visiting the ECC on a bi-monthly baisis.

Many of you may not know but The St.
Paul's Center is available for use in the
evenings and weekends to host your
family gatherings. Please call The St.
Paul's Center at 712-322-3294 to inquire
about using the St. Paul's Center for your
next event.

You can always find more information on
The St. Paul's Center website at
www.stpaulscenter.org or on The Center's
Facebook, Instagram pages.

THE WORD - July




Seeing The Word of The Lord
Capital Campaign Update 1

By Bob Finke, Miss Lois Hanusa, & Timothy Hanusa

Over the course of the next several
months with help from Miss. Lois Hanusa,
her brother Tim Hanusa, and research from
the St. Paul's Heritage Archives, we are going
to take a tour of each of the thirty-four
stained-glass windows here at St. Paul's. At
the same time an existing page on the St.
Paul's website will be updated in the
background containing the same historical
information on each window. Before we
begin the tour, here is the history we have
located regarding the stained-glass windows.

History of the Stained-Glass Windows
1929 - Present

In 1929 the St. Paul's building committee
signed a contract with the St. Joe's Stained-
Glass Window Company to manufacture the
stained-glass windows based on descriptions
for each window. The designs for the
windows were drawn up and sent to a factory
in Czechoslovakia to manufacture each
window. The windows were created and
shipped to Council Bluffs between 1930 and
1932.The factory in Czechoslovakia was
destroyed in World War Il. Over the years the
St. Joe's Stained-Glass Company closed its
doors (the exact closure date is unknown).
The stained-glass windows were paid for by
different members, groups, and friends of St.
Paul's. One example is the Sunday School
students used their offering money to pay-off
the Altar window. In addition to their weekly
offerings, the students collect foil gum
wrappers from chewing gum to turn in as
scrap metal for collection.

In the summer of 1972, Lexan window
coverings were installed on the exterior of
each stained-glass window.

In the early 1990's former St. Paul’s
member Jim Howard completed re-leading
and repair of all eight aisle stained-glass
windows. The work to repair the windows
was paid for by a generous donation by Bill
& Kathleen Kruse. Jim traced each window
and notated where each piece of glass was
on each window before taking apart each
window. This was a tedious process that
took two to three months to complete
each window.

In 1993-1994 St. Paul's Voters approved
a major capital improvement campaign
that included the replacement of the
Lexan window covering on the Christ
window above the entrance of the church.
The project also included the purchase and
installation of two stained-glass windows
for the new accessible elevator lift. The
theme of the two stained-glass windows
came from the gospel of St. Luke 5:17-25
“Jesus Healing of the Paralytic”.

In 2021 St. Paul's Voters approved
another major capital campaign project.
The stretch goal of the project was
included if funds were raised to replace
the exterior window coverings of the
stained-glass windows.

On Sunday, April 12, 2026, St. Paul's
Voter's approved a bid by the Willet
Stained-Glass Company of $396,545.00 to
repair the stained-glass windows. To date,
St. Paul's Members have raised
$125,384.00 in donations, with pledge
amounts totaling $ 15,000.00.

In the upcoming editions of The Word,
we will begin the explanation of each of
the 34 stained-glass windows.

6 THE WORD -July |  www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org



Several years ago, Dr. C established Nicholas
Heights for friends and visitors of St. Paul's
Lutheran Church. Dr. C enoyed when guests
would come and stay for a few days. Nicholas
Heights provided guests with a place to stay,
relax, and enjoy the hospitality of Dr. C.

Pastor and Susan Tews continued this tradition
during their stay at Nicholas Heights.

After Pastor Tews death in 2025, St. Paul's
Church Council and Board of Elders decided to
discontinue having someone stay at Nicholas
Heights full-time and to turn it into a full-time
Hospitality House for the entire St. Paul's
Congregation to utilize.

Nicholas Heights Hospitality House works like a

B&B, you call the St. Paul's Church Office and ask
if the Hospitality House is available for dates you

need. Depending on availability, number of
guests, and rooms we may assign you the
basement or the upstairs. If there is someone
already staying upstairs, we may put you in the
basement.

All we ask is when your guests are done staying
at the Hospitality House to please cleanup, and
put your sheets and towels in the washing
machine. Our Hospitality Team will step in
afterwards, and prepare Nicholas Heights for
the next incoming guests.

So if you have friends or family coming to visit,
and they need a place to stay for a few days,
please contact the St. Paul's Church Office at
712-322-472 or email splccboffice@splcb.org
and check the availabilty of the Nicholas Heights
Hospitality House. Reservations are filling fast
for July and August. You may also check the St.
Paul's web calendar at
https://stpaulscouncilbluffs.org/calendar/ to see
if Nicholas Heights has been reserved.

Look for more information on the Hospitality
House in upcoming editions of The Word.
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Anniversaries

Birthday’s

July 2nd
Tristan Harris
Octavia Raymond

July 3rd
Amelia Dix
Denell Hansen

July 4th
Blanch Schultz
Robert Seipold

July 6th
ﬁ,n Dix

July 7th
Stephanie Bryson
Linda Hunter

July 8th
Elizabeth Bloom
Rebecca Monarrez

July 9th

Dianna Finch
Oakley Lane
Kimberly Schnoor

July 10th
Avery Fink

July 12th
James Curtis
Lynn Mohling

July 13th

Glennda Hedlund
Paul Johnson
Layla Knipe
Savannah Mohling
Dixie Roberts
James Waggoner
Melinda Wellnitz
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July 14th
Alex Osborne
Allison Storey

July 17th

Janell Boes

Robert True
Matthew Waggoner

July 19th
Terry Klein

July 21st
Julie Moreno

July 22nd

Nick Cowell

Karen Dukes

Joel Maurice
Christina Osborne
William True

julg 23rd
ert Finch Jr
Thomas Penney

julg 24th

rey Escritt
Dana Shelton
Nicole Stickler
Brad White

July 25th

Heidi Penney
Jeremiah Sherrill
Dave Hedlund
Mark Johnson

July 28th

Jeremy Curtis
Albert Sadowski
Michael Smothers

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org

July 29th
Amy Hanson
Ryan Nelson

July 30th
James Bellamy
Thomas Iverson
Judith Johnson

Anniversaries

July 1st
Tim & Denell Hansen

July 6th
Daniel & Blanch Schultz

July 7th
Corey & Lisa Shelton

July 13th
Steve & Denise Krohn
Alex & Tayler Tague

July 18th

Rev. Timothy & Sandra Frank
Robert & Marjorie Poggensee

July 26th
Maxwell & Phily Raymond

July 28th
Trey & Nicole Stickler
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Birthday'’s &
Annlversa ries

Birthday’s
August 1st

Dane Hansen
Rosemary Paul

ust 2nd
a|ka Lusajo

August 3rd
Julie Gardner
Charlotte McKee

August 4th
James Schmit

August 9th
Timothy Kealy
Marc Riley

August 10th
Karen Burns
Billie True

August 11th
Erika Harris
Ashley Smith
Suzanne Wood

August 12th
Karen White

August 13th
Lynn Farrell

August 14th
Christine Circo
Lois Hanusa

August 15th
Elizabeth Escritt

Rev. Robert Lindau Jr.

August 16th
Kent Brockmann
Kathy Cowell
Timothy Frank

August 17th
Todd Cundiff
Debra Mohling
Dan Wurdeman

August 19th
Miles Wurdeman

August 20th
Brett Allen

August 22nd
Linda Hanusa

August 23rd
Henry Batterman
lvy Farrell
Cynthia Frank
Samuel Raymond

August 24th

David Johannes

Eric Nelson
Marjorie Poggensee

August 25th
Sydney Fink
Adam Ireland

August 26th
Dawn Cundiff
Rachel Johnson
Tara Seipold

August 28th
Alynn Cory
JoAnn Gohlinghorst

August 30th
Judy Meyer

August 31st
Lee Achtemeier

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org

Anniversaries

August 1st
Dave & Glennda Hedlund
fxlbert & Cindy Sadowski

August 2nd
Dan & Brenda Wurdeman

August 3rd
Gary & Sharon Morrison

August 7th
Todd & Dawn Cundiff
Ernest & Judith Johnson

August 12th
Tom & Sue Trede

August 15th

Bill & Kathleen Kruse

Don & Michele McKee
Donald & Karen Wittstruck

August 16th
Paul & Jennifer Kyndesen

August 19th

Luke & Jessica Batterman
Christine Dukes

Daniel & Denise lverson

August 21st
Doug & Jennifer Ferris

August 23rd
Robert & Kathleen Seipold

August 24th
Clarence & Kathleen Meldrum

August 24th
Mark & Erika Harris

August 26th
Rick & Patti Guill
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St. Paul's Lutheran Early Childhood

June 2026 In Person Attendance and

Online Views

June 2026 Attendance 8:00 440
June 2026 Attendance 10:45 297
June 2026 Attendance 0
Seasonal Services

June 2026 Total In-Person 737
Attendance

June 2026 Sunday Facebook 2.346
Views ’
June 2026 Sunday YouTube 280
Views

June 2026 Seasonal Facebook 0
Views

June 2026 Seasonal YouTube 0
Views

June 2026 Total Online Views 2,626
Total June 2026 3,363

St. Paul's Lutheran Church June 2026

Center June 2026
Infant 4
Toddler | 7
Toddler Il 8
PS 3 13
PS4 10
Summer Program K-4 8
Total Students 50
Facebook Followers 163
Instagram Followers 3
X Followers 8
St. Paul's Music Conservatory
Enrolled Students 66
Facebook Followers 906
St. Paul's Center
Facebook Followers 29
Instagram Followers 0

YouTube Subscribers 249
Facebook Followers 1230
Congregational Members 577
Congregational Households 258
Instagram Followers 18
X Followers 10

THEWORD - July |
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St. Paul's Lutheran Church June Income & Expense

June 2026 2026 Year to Date
Income $45,143.04 $302,083.50
Expense $51,138.47 $279,296.43
Income Less Expense -$5,995.43 $22,787.07

St. Paul's Lutheran Early Childhood Center June Income & Expense Summary

June 2026 2026 Year to Date
Income $57,259.85 $259,679.71
Expense $50,782.13 $274,601.62
Income Less Expense $6,477.72 -$14,921.91

St. Paul's Center

June 2026 2026 Year to Date
Income $0.00 $5,000.00
Expense $0.00 $0.00
Income Less Expense $0.00 $5,000.00

St. Paul's Music Conservatory June Income & Ex

pense Report

June 2026 2026 Year to Date
Income $4,848.42 $39,532.03
Expense $2,631.10 $25,583.47
Income Less Expense $2,217.32 $13,948.56

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org |
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SUN
28

4th Sunday after Trinity

Sth Sunday after Trinity
® 8am Divine Worship Service

@ 9:30am Education Hour

® 10:45am Divine Worship Service

6th Sunday after Trinity

@ 8am Divine Worship Service
® 9:30am Education Hour

® 10:45am Divine Worship Service

19

MON
29

Nicholas Heights Reserved

9am Music wAli

13

9am Music w/Ali

20

July 2026

TUE

20]

® 6am Men's Bible Study
® 6pm Elders Meeting

2

WED
Jul1

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC

15

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC

22

THU
2

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC
@ 9:15am St. Paul's & SPLECC Admin
@ 6:30pm High School - College Bibk

9
9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC
@ 6:30pm High School - College Bibk
® 6:30pm St. Paul's Church Council A

16
9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC
® 9:15am St. Paul's and SPLECC Adm
@ 11am Women's Bible Study
@ 6:30pm High School - College Bibk

23

2026 LCMS National Convention

#® 8am Divine Worship Service
@ 9:30am Education Hour
® 10:45am Divine Worship Service

26
8th Sunday after Trinity

® 8am Divine Worship Service
@ 9:30am Education Hour

® 10:45am Divine Worship Service

9am Music w/Ali

27

9am Music w/Ali

28

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC

29

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC

[Foviess Arises e ]

9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC
@ 6:30pm High School - College Bibk

30
9am Morning Chapel @ SPLECC
@ 6:30pm High School - College Bibk

FRI
3

SAT
4

Church Office Closed @ 9am Men's Bible Study

Nicholas Heights Reserved

9am Music w/Ali

24

3

9am Music w/Ali

® 9am Women's Bible Study

n
® 2pm Vocal Music Recital by Christ:

18

2026 LCMS National Convention

® 9am Men's Bible Study

25

Aug1
® 9am Men's Bible Study
® 9am Women's Bible Study

www.stpaulscouncilbluffs.org
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